
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership Grant Funded Opportunity for Development of the Habitat Plan 

 

The Barnegat Bay Partnership (BBP) is pleased to announce a funding opportunity to develop 

the Habitat Plan (HP) for the Barnegat Bay watershed. The BBP anticipates that a total of 

approximately $17,000 will be available to support this project. 

 

In 2021, the BBP completed a revision to its Comprehensive Conservation and Management 

Plan (CCMP), the document that identifies the priorities of the BBP and its partners for the 

next 20 years. Among the components to the CCMP, BBP committed to developing a Habitat 

Plan that would build on information contained in the CCMP to develop and prioritize 

restoration plans for critical habitats. 

 

The BBP is seeking a contractor to lead the drafting of the HP based on notes and outputs 

developed during four workgroup meetings (one for each critical habitat). The contractor will 

work with BBP staff and partners to ensure the HP aligns with the intended vision for each 

critical habitat. The HP, drafted by the contractor will cover tidal wetlands, submerged aquatic 

vegetation, hard clams, and a reduced section focused on uplands and freshwater riparian 

areas. For each habitat the plan shall contain: 

 

1. A quantitative goal; 

2. Measurable objectives or activities to reach that goal (quantitative when possible); 

3. How extreme weather and other stressors impact the habitat; 

4. Who will lead each activity and who will support; 

5. What is the timeline of each activity, and milestones for the work; 

6. What will each activity cost and where can the funding come from; and 

7. How could changes in federal, state, or local regulatory authorities affect BBP priorities 

for this habitat.  

 

The BBP will convene a special workgroup meeting for each of the above habitats, with 

representation from experts and stakeholders for the respective habitat. These workgroup 
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meetings, held over the course of four months, will establish the information for #1-7 above, 

and will be in note format and video recording. The contractor will take those meeting notes 

and recordings and draft the plan for review and edit by BBP, its Scientific Technical and 

Advisory Committee (STAC), and the USEPA.  

 

The scope of work for the chosen contractor includes: 

• Attendance at each of the four workgroup meetings (each meeting lasts approximately 

four hours); 

• Writing the draft HP for review by BBP, and STAC within three months of the last 

workgroup meeting utilizing the notes and meeting recordings; 

• Providing edits and a final draft based on the feedback from BBP and STAC 

 

Who May Apply 

 

Proposals are welcome from students at public academic institutions (colleges and 

universities) with strong writing backgrounds and knowledge of marine/estuarine science. All 

projects must identify a project leader (i.e., Project Manager), whose qualifications (education, 

background, and experience) are a component in the evaluation process.  

 

Application Process and Proposal Review 

 

The following application process will be used to evaluate projects. 

 

(1) All applicants should submit a proposal to the BBP office via email to 

amcgowan@ocean.edu by 5 PM January 21st, 2026. The proposal should include: (1) project 

manager who will be drafting the report, (2) links to, or copies of previous examples of 

relevant written reports, and (3) estimated budget.  

 

(2) BBP staff will review applicants based on (1) previous experience with similar efforts, (2) 

demonstrated knowledge in the field of estuary or marine science, and (3) budget. This 

review is expected to take approximately two weeks from the closing of this announcement.  

 

(3) Selected applicants will need to sign a BBP supplied contract (including scope of work), and 

adhere to financial and reporting requirements within the contract.  

 

(4) The contract will be with the public academic institution the student attends. 

 

Funding, Budget. and Reporting Guidelines 

 

• Consistent with federal procedures, indirect expenses may not exceed 15% the Modified 

Total Direct Costs.  

mailto:amcgowan@ocean.edu.
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• Quarterly financial reporting is required, with documentation of all expenses, hours 

worked on each task, provided to BBP/OCC as backup/proof of work.  

 

• An initial draft of the HP is due within three months of the last habitat workgroup meeting. 

 

• A final draft is due within 60 days of the BBP STAC providing edits.  

 

• BBP reserves the right to terminate projects that are not initiated and/or completed 

(including any project deliverables) in accordance with agreed-upon project schedules. In 

such cases, any remaining payments to the agency/organization will be forfeited. Such 

termination does not relieve the grant recipient of any reporting requirements. 

 

• The final report becomes the property of the BBP. 

 

• Please note: Depending on the contract value and applicable regulations, the successful 

vendor will be required to submit certain compliance documents prior to contract award. 

These may include, but are not limited to: IRS Form W-9, Ownership Disclosure Form, 

Business Registration Certificate (BRC), Disclosure of Investment Activities in Iran 

Certification, Certification Regarding Russia/Belarus Prohibited Activities, and EEO/AA-

302 Compliance Documents (Form AA-302 or equivalent Employee Information Report). 

 

Proposal Structure and Other Guidelines 

 

The full proposal submission will include the following: (1) project manager name and 

organization, (2) project manager’s curriculum vitae (3) examples of the project manager’s 

previous written reports, and (4) a budget 

 

Schedule 

 

Dec 17, 2025:   Funding opportunity is announced 

Jan 21, 2026:   Proposals due 

Feb 4, 2026:   Successful applicant is notified 

Late Feb 2026:  OCC Board of Trustees approval 

Workgroup Meeting #1: March 2026 

Workgroup Meeting #2: April 2026 

Workgroup Meeting #3: May 2026 

Workgroup Meeting #4: June 2026 

First Draft Due to BBP: September 2026 

STAC and BBP Review: October 2026 

Final Draft Due to BBP: Jan 1, 2027 



  

4 
 

About the Barnegat Bay Partnership 

 

The National Estuary Program (NEP) was established in 1987 by Congress pursuant to Section 

320 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1330) and reauthorized in 2000 (P.L. 106-457), 2016 (P.L. 

114-104), and 2020 (P.L. 116-337) to promote comprehensive planning, conservation, 

management, restoration and other activities in nationally significant estuaries threatened by 

pollution, development, or overuse, and to encourage the preparation of management plans 

for those estuaries.   

 

The Barnegat Bay and its watershed was accepted into the NEP in 2002 with EPA’s approval of 

its foundational Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP); its current 

CCMP is available here: https://www.barnegatbaypartnership.org/about-us/ccmp/. The BBP is 

one of only 28 NEPs in the United States. 

 

https://www.barnegatbaypartnership.org/about-us/ccmp/

