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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of Webex Meeting on January 29", 2025

Attending Members: Joel Mott (Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Becky Laboy (Co-Chair,
OCSCD), Nina Sassano (BBP Staff Liaison), Kaitlin Gannon (JCNERR), Shari Kondrup
(BTMUA), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), George Murnyak (BBP Citizen
Representative Alternate), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Toni Heater (NJDEP), Barbara Spinweber
(USEPA Alternate)

Absent CEC Members: Kelly Scott (IBSP), Angela Anderson (Long Beach Township),
Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Murray Rosenberg (BBP Citizen
Representative), Wes Dalzell (RCTB)

BBP Staff in Attendance: Stan Hales (Director), Bailey Sanders (BBP Stewardship Specialist),
Sammie Adamczyk (BBP Wetlands & Watershed Specialist), lan Jaworowski (BBP Field
Technician)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:38AM, followed by introductions.
Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes

Joel Mott initiated the motion for the approval of the minutes from both October and December.
The minutes were approved.

BBP Outreach Report
Barnegat Bay Blitz

Blitz planning is in full swing with approximately 12 cleanups tentatively scheduled with more to
come. There will also be a kickoff event on April 9th. The kickoff event act as a location where
captains can come get their supplies and information they need to run their teams. There will be a
wrap up event on April 22 where captains can return their supplies. More information to come in
the next few weeks.

Master Naturalist Program



Bailey is currently lining up speakers for the 2025 Barnegat Bay Volunteer Master Naturalist
Course. There is also a Master Naturalist Quarterly Meeting coming up on Thursday, February
6th at 6:30. It's going to be hybrid. This meeting will discuss the upcoming Spring/Summer
newsletter, upcoming volunteer opportunities, and a wrap-up of the 2024 timesheets.

Social Media & Event Updates

BBP’s social media has seen a 7000% increase in engagement after Nina’s improvements were
implemented. Nina also ran a quick training with Becky and a few other partners on how to make
collaborative posts. She shared that the BBP and JCNERR are partnering to create an art and
science workshop series, bringing together scientists and artists around specific themes. The
workshops will be held on Saturdays in the spring, with tentative dates of March 29, April 19,
May 31, and June 14, from 11 AM to 1 PM. The goal is to make it free to the public, though
attendees may need to bring their own supplies. Experts and artists will be invited for each
session, featuring art like painting, printmaking, photography, and decoys. BBP may reach out to
partners to participate as scientific experts.

Nina is working on organizing a field trip for students interested in marine science. She is
collaborating with OCC and Kean due to their proximity but hopes to expand this to more
students in the future. Right now, the focus is on college students, as minors are not allowed
without a formal program due to OCC rules. The goal is to give students a chance to visit
environmental organizations, take facility tours, and hear from representatives about their work.
This is still in the brainstorming phase, but the aim is to have it fully developed before summer.

Nina also wanted to highlight two fellowship positions that are currently available through the
Coastal Resilience Grant from NOAA and NJDEP: one in Education and Engagement and one in
Environmental Justice. Both offer competitive salaries starting at $42K, with potential to reach
$56K over two years. If you know any recent grads or those interested in the field, please share
these opportunities. Nina is happy to send more details if needed.

Paddle for the Edge

Sammie updated the CEC on plans to target Little Egg Harbor for this upcoming Paddle For the
Edge season. There has been no data since 2020 as it's been reported difficult to paddle. Joel
Mott suggested a few kayak launch locations, including a few creeks, off Seven Bridges, and
Great Bay Boulevard.

Grants Update



Stan Hales explained the federal executive order to halt grant funds, affecting BBP's stormwater
grant, BIL funds, and wind projects. OCC received an email from the state confirming that all
funding has been paused. The CEC will be updated once we have more information.

Jersey-Friendly Yards

The Jersey-Friendly Yards Resident Certification Program is open to the state with 96 approved
checklists. School programs are ongoing, along with a JFY training workshop for volunteers.
JFY webinars will be held quarterly starting in February. The “Going Native” Spanish translation
with the Native Plant Society for North Jersey is almost complete. The first JFY conference
meeting took place in January establishing a tentative conference date of September 27 (backup
September 6). Feedback indicated the event felt too short and diluted, so improvements are being
made. Becky Laboy added that they're expanding to more high schools around the watershed.

George Murnyak asked if the native plant materials have changed, and Bailey confirmed that
JFY has only added more plants, and the content should be the same.

General BBP Update

An in-person CEC Meeting has been scheduled for March 26, 10am-1pm at the Pinelands
Commission.

DEI Update

Stan told the CEC that the BBP is working to close out the two DEI projects funded last year,
with EPA funding set to end in June. There are actually three projects: Healthy Schools Health
Gardens, the Barnegat Bay Experience Project, and a USGS project that is not yet public, so we
haven't been able to pay USGS. Stan met with Henry Jackson (HSHG) and he assured us
everything will be ready in February. Carleton (BBEP), however, was less optimistic about
closing his project. Carleton has stepped down as executive director of the Pinelands Preservation
Alliance, and his assistant is taking over. We asked him to deliver the materials this month, but
he hasn't yet, so Nina and I will be following up with him. Carleton will remain with PPA for a
transition period to the new director.

The only other thing Stan noted was an executive order ending all DEI federal funding. This
impacts several of BBP funding streams, and currently, we’re unsure what that means for those
funds. There isn’t a clear answer yet, but once Stan receives more direction from the EPA, he will
share it with everyone.

Partner Updates

Brick MUA — For their 319h grant for the protection and restoration of the Metedeconk River
Winter Road Salt BMP task, BMUA contacted Carlyn McMahon, asset manager of Metrovation
East (property management for Brick Plaza) to obtain a shopping center perspective of salting,
pedestrian safety, and contractors in snow and ice management. She has agreed to review a draft
copy of the Winter Snow and Ice Management Guide for Property Managers brochure to help



them refine it. On November 3rd, BMUA participated in the Common Grounds Community
Garden Fall Festival at the John Patrick Sports Complex from 1:30 to 4:00 PM. They focused on
how Non-Point Source pollution impacts watersheds, using the Metedeconk as an example. We
handed out materials from Canfei Nesharim, concentrating on the importance of water and water
conservation practices, water conservation information from USEPA’s WaterSense program, and
toilet leak detection kits. Lastly, Brick Ultilities is in the process of upgrading the company
website. This includes incorporating their Metedeconk Watershed website into it. Shari has been
updating the Metedeconk information being incorporated into this new format as well as adding
information concerning the various green infrastructure projects they’ve completed and are
initiating in the watershed. It is scheduled to go live in January.

JCNERR - A survey was distributed to identify gaps in programming and to reduce duplication
of efforts. The survey results revealed several underrepresented topics, including environmental
justice, science and engineering, commercial fishing, aquaculture, geology and land changes,
technology, and maritime culture and history. In contrast, the most frequently addressed topics
were human impact, climate change, watersheds, the water cycle, sustainability, and estuaries.

Eel monitoring will begin in February, with volunteer training scheduled for January.
Additionally, interviews for the Habitat Restoration Specialist position at JCNERR will begin in
January. This role will focus on restoring sections of the marsh behind the JCNERR building.

ReClam the Bay — End of Year meeting took place last night at Jenkinson’s Aquarium. The
president provided an update on bay activities, highlighting several key achievements. An
additional upweller was added at Normandy Beach, bringing the total to 13. Over the season, the
program cultivated 20,000 oysters and over 500,000 clams and obtained 12 million oyster larvae
for spat-on-shell projects, including the Mystic Island Living Shoreline. With significant
community support, hundreds of shell bags were created and planted, resulting in 360,000
shellfish being returned to the bay and 1.3 million spat introduced into the bay.

The Shellfish in the Classroom program reached 1,300 students through over 80 sessions in 15
different schools. Overall, the organization engaged 12,000 people around the bay this year. They
also funded a high school research project investigating heavy metal accumulation in hard clams
and are in the process of developing a research agenda and committee, with several candidates
for research programs under consideration.

Financially, it was an exceptional year, with significant grant support enabling the funding of
three interns next summer to assist with bay-related projects. Additionally, Wes discovered an
article about Sea Wilding, a group in Scotland raising oysters in one of the lochs, which has
initiatives similar to those in the bay. One of the members visited Scotland and contributed to
their efforts, fostering collaboration and the exchange of ideas.

Citizen Representatives — Murray Rosenberg will be presenting at the Pinelands Short Course on
the Geological History of the Pine Barrens. He also highlighted the Future Cities Competition, a
national program where middle school students design a city plan based on a specific theme and
build a scale model. This year’s theme is floating islands, which opens opportunities to discuss
sustainability and contamination concerns.




Ocean County Parks & Recreation — The Borrow a Naturalist program has been very successful,
with participation numbers to be shared soon. Chris will also provide data to Nina from other
parks engaged in environmental justice community work. Trail improvements are ongoing in
various locations, and the bridge at Lake Shenandoah is currently under construction. It will
remain closed to the public for approximately six months.

Pinelands Commission — Joel Mott is fully immersed in preparing for the Pinelands Short
Course. Presentations will be delivered by various CEC members, amongst others. Registration
will open at the beginning of the year. A postcard featuring a QR code for session descriptions
and registration details will be sent out as opposed to the paper brochures used in the past.

This year, Joel completed 52 presentations and has facilitated an additional 100 programs,
bringing the total to 152 education sessions, reaching approximately 2,600 people. Key topics

include water sustainability, water quality, native flora and fauna, the anticipated effects of
climate change, and promoting responsible recreation.

Adjournment: 10:33AM
Next Meeting: May 13, 2025 (In Person)

2025 Meeting Dates: July 23, September 24, November 19



