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2026 Stormwater Grant Funding Opportunity

The Barnegat Bay Partnership (BBP) is pleased to announce a grant funding opportunity for
stormwater management implementation projects within the Barnegat Bay watershed, that
reduce nutrients or pathogens. The BBP anticipates that a total of approximately $923,638 will
be available to support one or more projects.

In 2021 the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (henceforth IIJA) was signed into law. As
part of IIJA, funding was allocated to each of the National Estuary Programs, including the
BBP. The purpose of the funding is to make meaningful contributions towards reaching the
2021 Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan goals (CCMP), the document that
identifies the priorities of the BBP and its partners for the next 20 years. The BBP and its
partners have chosen to use these 2022-2025 IIJA funds towards the restoration/improvement
of stormwater infrastructure within the Barnegat Bay Watershed, subsequently addressing a
major CCMP goal to reduce sources of nutrients, contaminants, debris, and other pollutant
loadings from point and nonpoint source pollution.

To help with the implementation of the upcoming NJDEP TMDL for Nitrogen within Barnegat
Bay and align with BBP’s CCMP goal of cleaner bay waters, stormwater
restoration/improvement projects funded by this award must reduce nutrients or pathogens.
Projects already required by mitigation or stormwater laws (e.g. green infrastructure required
as part of new development) are not eligible.

Who May Apply

Proposals are welcome from public entities (government agencies, municipalities/townships,
county government, or public academic institutions). All projects must identify a project
leader (i.e., Project Manager), whose qualifications (education, background, and experience)
are a component in the evaluation process. Organizations and individuals may submit more
than one proposal. If the applicant is not the local government entity owning the property (e.g.
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a public academic institution seeking work on public or private land), the owner of the land
must provide a letter of support.

Application Process and Proposal Review

The following application process will be used to evaluate projects.

1) All applicants should submit a proposal to the BBP office via email to
amcgowan@ocean.edu by 5:00 PM on February 27, 2026. The proposal should include a
project description of no more than six single-spaced pages, size 12 font, consisting of:

2)

a)
b)

<)
d)

e)
f
2)

h)

i)

a project title;

project overview and justification;

estimated nutrient or pathogen reduction

project proponents and management (i.e., who will perform and oversee the work);
approximate timeline;

how the project team will measure success;

long-term maintenance plan for the project (who will do the work, how will they be
selected, what will be committed to this, how often and for what time period, etc.);

an estimated budget (including match, see below). The budget does not count towards
the six-page length limit; and

any letters of commitment or support. Letters of commitment or support do not count
towards the six-page length limit.

A subcommittee of the Stormwater Workgroup, a subcommittee of the BBP Science and
Technical Committee, will review the proposals and notify applicants as to whether a

presentation about the project should be given to the committee. The proposal review will
assess:

a)
b)
<)
d)
e)

f)

8)
h)

if the project clearly meets the goal of reduced nutrients or pathogens;

the need for the project (e.g. what problem does this project solve?);

the potential project’s impact (the anticipated nutrient/pathogen reduction);

the project team’s experience and necessary qualifications;

the quality of the maintenance plan (has the applicant thought out long-term
maintenance, are the appropriate groups identified, are those groups committed?);

the reasonableness of the budget;

the likelihood of success; and

the process for measuring success (i.e. has the applicant considered how success will be
measured or determined, and budgeted for that method if necessary?).
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3) Selected applicants will be notified by March 27%, 2026 to develop and deliver a virtual
presentation (not to exceed 30 minutes) to the review team. The presentation will be given
on April 17, 2026. The weeks between proposal notification and presentation to the review
team should be used to further refine the project. The presentation to the review team
should cover in detail:

a) the reasons why this project is important;

b) the modelled or anticipated benefits if the project is implemented;
c) the proposed plan for the implementation of the project;

d) the timeline for the project; and

e) the maintenance plan for the project after implementation.

The BBP’s review will include external and internal reviewers; all reviewers will remain
anonymous. The reviewer’s will rank the presentation and full proposal using the following
evaluation criteria: (a) the project’s importance; (b) project outcomes/benefits/impact, (c) the
project’s relevance to the stated goal of nutrient/pathogen reductions; (d) the budget’s
consistency with BBP guidelines, including matching provisions; (e) the quality of the
maintenance plan; (f) an appropriate timeline; and (g) qualifications, experience, and past
performance of project proponents (i.e., managers), including any previous BBP-funded project
performance.

Please note that organizations associated with any submitted proposals will not participate in

the discussion and ranking of proposals to avoid any potential conflict of interest.

Reviewers may be disqualified from reviewing proposals to which they have any actual or
potential conflicts of interest. An individual may not serve on a review panel if he/she has any
direct personal/familial or financial relationship or connection with any of the proposals to be
reviewed or any of the applicants. In addition, individuals who have other types of
relationships with the proposals being reviewed or any of the applicants cannot serve on a
review panel if that relationship would impair or influence their objectivity or impartiality in
reviewing proposals and the conflict of interest cannot otherwise be mitigated or avoided.
Some situations that may constitute a conflict of interest include the following:

e Applicants to this award notice cannot serve on review panels.

e The application or proposal being considered is from the reviewer’s parent institution or
member organization. This applies to subcontractors or sub-recipients.

e The reviewer and the applicant are related through family or have been related as a student
or thesis/post-doctoral advisor.



e The reviewer and the applicant have collaborated within the last 3 years on a related project.

o The reviewer will benefit directly from the project, e.g., as a consultant or paid collaborator.

Funding, Budget, and Reporting Guidelines
e Indirect expenses cannot exceed 15% of the Modified Total Direct Costs.

e Planning and sampling costs (e.g. nutrient sampling) are allowed. Such costs, combined, shall
be no more than 20% of the award cost.

e The BBP encourages all applicants to provide a 1:1 ratio of matching funds (cash or in-kind
services). Matching funds may be from federal sources. Match is used in the criteria for project
selection.

e Projects should be completed within three years from the contract award date. The
presentation to the review team must explicitly identify all project deliverables and a schedule
of their delivery.

e The BBP reserves the right to terminate projects that are not initiated and/or completed
(including any project deliverables) in accordance with agreed-upon project schedules. In such
cases, any remaining payments to the agency/organization will be forfeited. Such termination
does not relieve the grant recipient of any reporting requirements.

e Submission of a progress report, including budget expenditures, to the BBP is required
quarterly. The final payment will not be made until the final project report, including the final
tinancial report, is submitted to the BBP. The final report must include detailed descriptions of
all work, findings, and the final (as-spent) budget (including match). Except in special
circumstances, final reports and all other required materials (see below) are due within 60 days
of the project’s completion.

e In addition to completing a final report, all grant recipients must develop an outreach
product (e.g., newsletter article with photos) which provides an overview of the project for a
general audience. This must include project signage, which must be reviewed and approved
by the BBP, at the site. All project reports, presentations, and other media presentation must
include specific recognition of the funding provided by the BBP.

e The final report and the outreach products become the property of the BBP.



e The successful applicant(s) must be able to provide the appropriate evidence of liability
insurance, and be able to indemnify and hold harmless Ocean County College from all claims
for proposed project activities.

e Any changes to the scope of work or a significant change (>10%) to the project budget
requires prior approval of the BBP.

e A Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) is required for any environmental data collection
and/or data use projects, including modeling and secondary use of data as per the BBP’s
Quality Management Plan. A BBP-approved QAPP is required before commencement of any
environmental data collection and/or use. Data collection must also comply with all state
requirements and standards to ensure data can be used by the state. EPA Guidance for the
development of QAPPs for environmental monitoring projects can be found at

www.epa.gov/quality/us-epa-region-2-guidance-development-quality-assurance-project-
plans-environmental. Development of the QAPP is an allowable cost; however, QAPP costs
should generally be a minor component of the total budget. Initial QAPP submittal to the BBP
will be due within 90 days of the executed contract date. It is anticipated that most QAPPs can
be reviewed, revised as needed, and approved within 3 months of initial submission; however
more complex projects may require additional time.

e Projects MUST COMPLY with all federal requirements applicable to the assistance received
(including those imposed by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (“IIJA”), Public Law
No. 117-58) which the Participant understands includes, but is not limited to, the following
requirements: that all of the iron and steel, manufactured products, and construction materials
used in the Project are to be produced in the United States (“Build America, Buy America
Requirements”) unless (i) the Participant has requested and obtained a waiver from the
cognizant Agency pertaining to the Project or the Project is otherwise covered by a general

applicability waiver; or (ii) all of the contributing Agencies have otherwise advised the
Participant in writing that the Build America, Buy America Requirements are not applicable to
the Project. Project recipients must also comply with all record keeping and reporting
requirements documenting that materials used in the project meet the Build America, Buy
America requirements.

e Small project waivers (projects below $250,000 of total federal funds) shall be submitted to
the BBP. The EPA will process the request. The chosen applicant can work with BBP staff to
draft the small project waiver letter.

e Please note: Depending on the contract value and applicable regulations, the successful
vendor will be required to submit certain compliance documents prior to contract award.
These may include, but are not limited to: IRS Form W-9, Ownership Disclosure Form,
Business Registration Certificate (BRC), Disclosure of Investment Activities in Iran
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Certification, Certification Regarding Russia/Belarus Prohibited Activities, and EEO/AA-302
Compliance Documents (Form AA-302 or equivalent Employee Information Report).

e Please contact Andrew McGowan (amcgowan@ocean.edu; 732-255-0472) with any questions
regarding the proposal guidelines or other issues.

Proposal Schedule

Feb 27, 2026: Proposals to be submitted electronically to amcgowan@ocean.edu by 5:00
p.m.

Mar 27, 2026: Applicants will be notified if they are selected for presentation to the
subcommittee.

Apr 17, 2026: Presentation to the subcommittee completed.

May 1, 2026: Notification to applicants.

Late May 2026: Contract signed between BBP/OCC and Applicant(s)

Jun 2026: OCC Board of Trustees approves contract and work may begin

About the Barnegat Bay Partnership

The National Estuary Program (NEP) was established in 1987 by Congress pursuant to Section
320 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1330) et seq. (P.L. 106-457; P.L. 114-104, and P.L. 116-337)
to promote comprehensive planning, conservation, management, restoration and other
activities in nationally significant estuaries threatened by pollution, development, or overuse,
and to encourage the preparation of management plans for those estuaries.

The Barnegat Bay and its watershed was accepted into the NEP in 2002 with EPA’s approval of
its foundational Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP); its current
CCMP is available here: https://www.barnegatbaypartnership.org/about-us/ccmp/. The BBP is
one of only 28 NEPs in the United States.
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