
 

 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

May 13, 2025; 9:00 am 
 
Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Karen Greene, NOAA, AC Co-chair; Barbara 
Spinweber, EPA R2; Elizabeth Butler, EPA R2; Charles Caruso, PPA; Vicki Pecchioli, OC 
Planning Dept (OCPD); Evangelia Vasilakis, OCPD;; Swarna Muthukrishnan, COA; Rob Karl, 
BTMUA; Gregg Sakowicz, JCNERR, STAC Chair; Jessie Murray, NOAA; John Meiman, RTB; 
Jonathan Kennen, USGS; Amber Mallm, Pinelands Commission;; Jennifer Morganti, OCPD; Dr. 
Stan Hales, BBP, AC Co-Chair 
 
Guests: Cassandra Ponds, EPA 
 
Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Andrew McGowan, Nina Sassano, Ceili Pestalozzi, Caroline 
McFarland, Nicole Petersen, Samantha Adamczyk 
 
Welcome and Introductions: S. Hales, S. Adamczyk 
Stan called the meeting to order at 9:04 and Sammie began a round of introductions. 
 
May 13th AC meeting agenda & Mar. 11th AC meeting minutes. S. Hales 
John Meiman noted that the Mar. 11th meeting minutes should be revised to state that ReClam 
the Bay is currently funding four student research grants. Stan made a motion to approve the 
revised minutes and today’s agenda, seconded by Rob Karl. The motion was approved. 
 
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
BBP Staffing: Welcome Caroline McFarland, Stewardship Specialist! 
EPA Funding:  
BIL FFY24-26 Workplan: The workplan has been submitted to EPA and is in DOGE review. 

Headquarters is pushing for a continuing programs waiver for NEPs to bypass the DOGE 
review. 

FY26 Workplan: Andrew and Nina will lead the process for the FY26 workplan, to be started in 
the very near future. 

FY22-23 Workplan: The matrix was revised and approved consistent with the new EO;  the full 
workplan/narrative needs similar revision for consistency. Liz, Barbara, and Cass  will 
review what is needed and get back to Stan about what needs to be done. 

MOU: The MOU issue will being addressed to include the citizen representatives and then 
circulated to the AC by the next meeting. 

Program Evaluation: The PE package was submitted and is in review. The site visit will be July 
21-23. A draft itinerary is being finalized and members of the AC will have the 
opportunity to meet with the evaluation team. 

 
 



 

DEP TMDL/REP/RFP Updates: S. Hales on behalf of NJDEP 
REP: The REP project review meeting will be in the fall to avoid conflicts of interest while the 

RFP is open. 
DEP RFP: The RFP has been released with a June 2nd deadline. 
TMDL: The USGS model supporting the TMDL has been published, so the TMDL can be 

published in the state register in the fall. 
 
Wetland Project/MACWA/WMP Updates: A. McGowan, C. Pestalozzi 
Jeffrey’s Creek: Steven’s Institute has completed the data collection and preliminary concept 

designs are being drafted. Herring monitoring has observed alewife and white perch. 
Nellie Bennett: Phase I (stakeholder engagement and planning up to 60% design) is closed, 

Phase II is underway. The final QAPP allowing site assessments and finalizing design 
will be submitted to EPA. A pre-proposal for NFWF for Phase III has been prepared. 

TR and CFO WMP’s: Draft of TR has been sent to the STAC. The stakeholder meeting is 
tomorrow (in-person and virtual). Let Ceili know if you are interested in attending. 
Awaiting revisions on CFO plan document. 

 
STAC Update: A. McGowan 
IIJA Stormwater Project: The draft contract was submitted to the awardee (Lakewood Township) 

for their review. 
Monitoring Plan and Portal: The monitoring plan has been approved by the STAC and the 

monitoring portal is complete. It highlights recommended monitoring programs that 
address the ecosystem-based targets of the CCMP. Andrew made a motion to approve the 
monitoring plan and portal, seconded by Karen Greene. Approved. 

SOTB: Andrew has received confirmation that the data still exists from all those who typically 
contribute. A STAC group will convene to work through the analyses sometime mid-
summer. 

 
CEC Update:  
Website: New website is live! Please send any feedback to Nina. Please share updates/stories that 

you would like sent out through the BBP’s distribution list. 
Communication Plan: Revisions were received from the EPA and language has been updated. It 

will soon be sent to the CEC and then the AC. 
Master Naturalists: The BBVMN program has 18 people enrolled including two Kean Ocean 

students who will be receiving college credit. 
NJ Watershed Ambassador Program: The federal funding for the NJ WAP has been eliminated. 

NJDEP has picked it up for current ambassadors to finish out the season but the future of 
the program is uncertain. 

Paddle for the Edge: Registration for the 2025 season is open. There are currently 19 people 
registered. Review of past years’ data is nearing completion and analyses will be posted 
on the web portal soon. 

 
Partner Updates 
Karen Greene: Ocean Fun Days is this weekend at IBSP and Sandy Hook. The Howard Lab will 

be represented at the Sandy Hook event. 
 



 

John Meiman: RTB is working with NJDEP to expand a program as well as sponsor the four 
college students and another five interns. They’ve received lots of interest from MATES 
students. Hopeful to report more soon. 

 
Stan Hales: NJDEP is doing an assessment on the impacts of the Jones Road Fire on the bay but it 

will take some time for them to gather resources. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15. 



 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

January 14, 2025; 9:04 am 
Advisory Committee (AC) Members:  
Dr. Stan Hales, Co-Chair, BBP; Karen Greene, Co-Chair, NOAA HESD;   
Angela Anderson, LBT Field Station; Barbara Spinweber, EPA R2; Elizabeth Butler, EPA R2; 
Charles Caruso, PPA; Christine Raabe, OCSCD; Evangelia Vasilakis, OC Planning; Dr. Heidi 
Yeh, PPA; Becky Laboy, OCSCD;  Keith Marcoon, OCUA; Rob Karl, BTMUA;  Dr. Swarna 
Muthukrishnan, COA; Greg Sakowicz, STAC-chair, JCNERR; Virginia Rettig, USFWS 
EBFNWR; Dr. Bob Schuster, NJDEP WLM; Kim Cenno, NJDEP BEARS (alt.); Joel Mott, 
CEC-chair, PC 
 
Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Andrew McGowan, Nina Sassano, Ceili Pestalozzi, Bailey 
Sanders, John Egan, Nicole Petersen, Samantha Adamczyk 
 
Welcome and Introductions: S. Adamczyk 
Jan. 14th AC meeting agenda & Nov 10th AC meeting minutes. S. Hales 
• No revisions were requested for today’s agenda 
• Minor edits were received for the November 10th AC meeting minutes regarding 

identification of some of the funding and additional clarification on director’s updates 
• Agenda and previous meeting’s minutes were approved 
 
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
 BBP Staffing: 
• Personnel promotional package was submitted last month with new/ revised job descriptions. 

The BBP has funding to accommodate the raises; approvals should happen this month. 
• Offers were made to two unpaid interns for volunteer level work on the eel project and P4E. 
• We received 20-30 applicants for technicians. Interviews start today and continue next week. 
• BBP will be moving forward with hiring the Development Coordinator position to help 

develop a financial plan and potentially help write grants, but will hold off on the other 
technical position until there is more certainty about the budget. 

 
EPA Funding 
• NEP FY25 Workplan approved by AC & PC and remains in process with EPA 
• BIL FFY24-26 workplan was approved by AC & PC and is in process with EPA. 
• Liz Butler said the grants management team has completed the draft award and sent follow-

up for minor comments and forms, which Stan Hales received and submitted yesterday. 
• Barbara Spinweber said she received an email stating the draft award document is awaiting 

her approval. 
 

New EPA Program Guidance:  



• New program guidance is more flexible and streamlined. It delegates more responsibility to 
the regions to dictate their own annual due dates for work plans and gives them the authority 
to do official approvals of CCMP documents, revisions and updates. It also provides 
flexibility in submission of workplans and budgets. 

 
MOU: 
• MOU went through legal review and was going to be sent out, but two PC citizen 

representatives pointed out a lack of a section identifying the roles and responsibilities of 
citizen representatives. Draft of citizen representative roles will be sent out for feedback in 
late January or early February. This will be incorporated into an advertisement for new 
citizen representatives. Stan Hales asks for a 10 business-day turn around on feedback for the 
roles to get it in place and have the revised MOU approved by the AC and PC.  

 
Program Evaluation:  
• The review committee has been formed and has met for the 5-year program evaluation. The 

evaluation package has previously been contracted out, but now will be delegated to staff to 
educate staff on the activities of the past five years. The evaluation package is due April 1. 

• A site visit will be planned for early summer to meet partners so they can see firsthand some 
of the work being done. 

 
State/federal “Programmatic” Updates: S. Hales 
NJDOT Atl. Coast Regional Sediment Management Plan Framework (Summit, Dec. 4th) 
• Stan Hales made recommendations regarding water quality as wetland restoration beneficial 

sediment re-use project priority. The committee responded and included water quality in the 
framework, which potentially opens additional funding streams to support beneficial reuse.  

 
USACE Beneficial Use of Dredged Material; NOAA Coastal Marsh Restoration in the Mid-
Atlantic: Aligning Habitat Objectives to Maximize Project Benefits 
• There’s been a lot of interest in sediment reuse for wetland restoration. Anyone considering 

projects of that kind are advised to take a look at these documents and coordinate with the 
federal and state agencies involved. 

 
USACE: Revised NJ Back Bays Study Public Notice: Comments due February 18th  
• A revised Back Bay Study document has been released for public comment. Comments are 

due to USACE by February 18th. 
• BBP has been asked to comment. Stan Hales asks for everyone’s comments by February 1st 

to have time to finishing drafting the letter for final review. Stan offers to set up a call shortly 
before the deadline if there is interest. 

• The most notable change is that the most expensive infrastructure has been removed, which 
drops the initial cost. 

 
DEP TMDL/REP/RFP Updates: B. Schuster/K. Cenno 
REP 
• Bob Schuster narrowed down a list of projects done in the bay to coordinate with those groups 

and project managers this week to get updates and present on these topics later in February. 
Presenters will receive guidance to report on key points of their projects. 

https://planning.erdc.dren.mil/toolbox/processes.cfm?Id=317&Option=Beneficial%20Use%20of%20Dredged%20Material
https://acjv.org/documents/coastal_restoration_ecosystem_approach_mid-atlantic.pdf
https://acjv.org/documents/coastal_restoration_ecosystem_approach_mid-atlantic.pdf
https://www.nap.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/Article/4014090/army-corps-releases-draft-report-for-new-jersey-back-bays-study/


 
RFP 
• The RFP went through internal review and needed to have some budgeting revised due to 

working in some different funding. The RFP should be coming out at the end on January or 
early February. 

• Swarna Muthukrishnan asked for clarification on the RFP area. Bob Schuster clarified that the 
upcoming RFP is going to be the first year of Atlantic Coastal and the last year of Northeast. 

• Kim Cenno offered further insight on the priority areas reflected in the RFP. NJDEP uses a 
rotating basin approach when they do their 303D list of impaired waters. They are about to 
adopt their 2022 303D list, which is in the final stages of approval with EPA, and have 
already started analysis for the 2024 303D list. NJDEP cycles through 5 water regions and has 
completed the first cycle, starting with Atlantic Coastal in 2014 and now starting Atlantic 
Coastal again in 2024. 

TMDL: 
• NJDEP is coordinating behind the scenes with EPA and working to give EPA documentation 

for the site-specific criteria component to pre-review before it gets written into the TMDL 
• TMDL will not be out this spring but will be out in the 2025 calendar year. 
• Kim Cenno says the presentations mentioned by Bob Schuster sound amazing and will 

compliment the TMDL, showing there is work underway and projects will not be starting 
from scratch to meet the reductions in the TMDL.  

 
Wetland Project/MACWA/WMP Updates: A. McGowan, C. Pestalozzi 
Jeffreys Creek Shoreline 
• No update for Jeff. Creek shoreline; the BBP is awaiting the QAPP from the contractor. 
• Some fish monitoring will be done at this site this year. 
Nellie Bennett 
• JPP meeting was held on January 8th 
• Plans were made to modify the design to fit the construction budget. 
• A meeting is scheduled for next week to meet with the engineer to get Phase II moving 
• Next steps include the QAPP and getting some additional site assessments, like geotechnical 

analysis, completed. 
WMPs 
• TR information was turned over to the contractor to make final edits 
• The contractor provided the CFO plan this week for Andrew McGowan to review. After 

review, it will be turned back over to the contractor to make any necessary edits. 
Review and approval of proposed revision to SAV funding obligation 
• Dr. Lacey will no longer be doing the biannual SAV surveys for BBP; BIL funds remains. 

The BBP will need to buy supplies to continue this survey. 
• STAC approved allocation of BIL funds to the BBP for the work. AC approval is needed. 
• Barbara will need detailed description of the changes to coordinate with the grants 

management team to reallocate funds. 
• The SAV funds reallocation was approved. 

 
STAC Update: A. McGowan 
BIL Stormwater Project GFO 



• GFO is nearing completion. There are two applicants. One will be presenting tomorrow and 
one will schedule a presentation between now and the 22nd. 

• Monitoring Portal 
• First wireframe of the new portal was received and edits were sent back. Second version of 

the wireframe was received yesterday. 
• Edits requested by STAC were made; A meeting to review EPA comments will be scheduled. 
• Liz Butler offered more context. This is one of the CCMP support documents. It will have to 

go through management conference approval. Through the new guidance, it will ultimately be 
approved by the R2 Water Division Director, but will still need headquarters concurrence on 
the content. 

SOTB 
• There is a tentative schedule for completion. The plan is to have indicator responsibilities and 

data resources laid out in February, have the analysis and first draft completed by July to be 
shared with STAC and AC, and have the full document released in April or May of 2026. 

• If anyone would like to help serve on a review committee or help with an indicator, reach out 
to Andrew McGowan. 

 
CEC Update: J. Mott, N. Sassano, and B. Sanders 
• Next meeting is scheduled for January 29th 
• The website-rebuild contarct was approved; the first meeting was held with the developer. 
• The annual report will hopefully be out by March. 
Jersey Friendly Yards 
• JFY has recently opened the resident certification program statewide. So far, 60 additional 

residences are certified. 
• School certification programs are resuming, with classes/ programs scheduled through June. 
• The program met with the Rutgers Cooperative Extension and the OC Soil Conservation 

District to discuss statewide expansion of the school and municipal programs. 
• Bailey Sanders presented at a connected leadership conference, leading to a few more people 

and school becoming interested in the certification program. 
Master Naturalists 
• A continuing education event for volunteer master naturalists was completed in December. 
• The program plans to hold quarterly check-ins with the master naturalists and use those 

meetings to help coordinate the newsletters. 
Blitz 
• The planning meeting with NJDEP and OC Clean Communities was held in December. 
• The official Blitz dates are April 12 to April 19, with an April 9th kickoff event to distribute 

supplies. 
 
Partner Updates 
Joel Mott 
• The 36th Annual Pinelands Short Course will be held on March 8th at Stockton University’s 

main campus in Galloway, with a total of 37 different programs. 
• Registration is online (https://stockton.edu/aging/events/spring2025pinelandscourse.html). 

https://stockton.edu/aging/events/spring2025pinelandscourse.html


Virginia Rettig 
• The sand delivery to the northern most parcel of marsh in Brick Township has been completed 

for salt marsh restoration. 
• Dredge material from Trader’s Cove will be used on a poor marsh area on the Metedeconk R. 
• The salt marsh restoration project was designed with funding from Sandy Disaster Relief. 
• Phase II is expected in the fall. 
• FWS is advertising for a summer intern in Galloway for a 17-week Refuge Support Member 

position. Application link: https://usaconservation.applicantpool.com/jobs/1176625 
Christine Raabe 
• OC Soil Conservation District is hosting a local working group at the Rutgers Cooperative 

Extension Office on January 30th from 4–6pm. This meeting is for anyone interested in 
helping prioritize natural resource concerns for the county in hopes of informing NRCS and 
the district on where to spend federal farm bill dollars and efforts. Registration Link: 
https://soildistrict.org/local-working-group-2025/ 

 
Adjournment 
 

https://usaconservation.applicantpool.com/jobs/1176625
https://soildistrict.org/local-working-group-2025/


 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

March 11, 2025; 9am 
 

Advisory Committee (AC) Members:  
Elizabeth Butler and Barbara Spinweber, EPA Region 2; Charles Caruso, PPA; Christine Raabe, 
OCSCD; Becky Laboy, OCSCD; Rob Karl, BTMUA; Swarna Muthukrishnan, COA; Virginia 
Rettig, USFWS; Amber Mallm, NJPC; Murray Rosenberg, BBP Policy Committee; Colleen 
Adams, OCC; Jessica Adams, Kean University; Tom Fote, JCAA; Becky Laboy, OBSCD; Jen 
Morganti, OCPD; Steve Yergeau, Rutgers Cooperative Extension; Vicki Pecchiolli, OCPD; 
Jessie Murray, NOAA Fisheries; John Meiman, RCTB; 
 
Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Stan Hales, Andrew McGowan, Nina Sassano, Ceili 
Pestalozzi, Nicole Petersen 
 
Welcome and Introductions: S. Hales and K. Greene 
 
March AC meeting agenda & Jan 14th AC meeting minutes. S. Hales & K. Greene 
No revisions were requested for the agenda and the previous minutes were approved 
 
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
BBP Staffing update:  
• Bailey Sanders has resigned her Stewardship Coordinator position. Her position has already 

been posted for hire. 
EPA Funding:  
• There is currently no federally approved budget, which potentially affects federal employees 

remaining on the job. 
• Stan Hales sent out a revised work plan. A suggestion was made to have a contingency plan. 

Any action to change the plan would trip and full review. To prevent anything impacting 
approval of awards, Stan will send out a revision to the FY22-23 BIL award that is currently 
in hand, revising the budget to make it fully compliant with the current executive order. 

MOU: 
• There hasn’t been time to meet with George and Murray about citizen representative roles 

with all that has been going on. BBP will work on that. 
Program Evaluation: 
• Program package is due April 1, 2025. 
• Tentative date for site visit is July 21-23. 
 
State/federal “Programmatic” Updates: S. Hales  
NJDOT Atl. Coast Regional Sediment Management Plan Framework (status unknown)  



• JDOT released framework documents to the steering committee. Documents are not yet 
released to the public. 

NJDOT 10-year Maintenance Dredging Permit application for the Waretown and Barnegat Light 
State Channel Complex  
• The state applied for a federal permit to do dredging in Waretown and Barnegat Light 
USACE: Revised NJ Back Bays Study  
• USACE is intending to move forward with the project, according to Dir. of Civil Works 

 
DEP TMDL/REP/RFP Updates: B. Schuster/K. Cenno  
• No NJDEP representative was in attendance. Stan Hales gave a brief update: TMDL is 

anticipated to be moving forward for public comment by the end of the year. It is held up 
waiting on the publication of the journal article on the Barnegat Bay Model by USGS 

 
Wetland Project/MACWA/WMP Updates: A. McGowan, C. Pestalozzi  
Jeffrey’s Creek Shoreline: 
• NJDEP QAPP approved for site assessment and will start in the next couple weeks. 

Gillnetting started last week and will continue through May. 
Nellie Bennett Phase I & II: 
• Phase I wrapped up and project deigns for the site have been completed. 
• Restoration design price increased and had to be brought down. Matrix is flexible and 

coming up with alternative designs and materials. 
• Matrix is ready to go with the geotechnical survey. Geotechnical survey will uncover exactly 

what can be done. 
WMPs: 
• Toms River plan is still with the consultant with a considerable number of edits to be made 

that the contractor is working through. 
• CFO plan will be completed after the Toms River edits and shouldn’t take as long to 

complete. 
 
STAC Update: G. Sakowicz and A. McGowan  
BIL Stormwater Project GFO: 
• Recipient has been selected. Lakewood Township was awarded to install a series of bio 

retention basins at a park in Lakewood and expand stormwater ponds onsite to accommodate 
development outside the park area. Andrew McGowan can send out slides if anyone is 
interested in the project. 

Monitoring Plan: 
• The plan has been edited to adhere to the executive order and sent to the EPA. 
• Portal looks great and should be unveiled in the next couple weeks. 
SOTB: 
• Analysis is planned to be completed between spring and summer. 
• Andrew McGowan can send out draft materials for review if anyone is interested. 

 

https://www.nap.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/Article/4088440/nap-2024-00767-95/
https://www.nap.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/Article/4088440/nap-2024-00767-95/


CEC Update: J. Mott and N. Sassano  
• Barnegat Bay Master Naturalists Course will be opening soon. 
• The Barnegat Bay Blitz will take place from March 14th to March 18th. Sites, dates and times 

are available on the website. 
• Forked River Beach has been provided a vegetation management/education guides. 
• Let Nina Sassano know if anyone would like to put anything out on social media. 
• E&O Roundtable registration is open and will take place April 16th at the Lighthouse Center 

at 3pm, with dinner served between 3pm and 4:15pm. It is a professional development event 
for teachers with workshops, field experiences, and keynotes presentations with two students. 
https://soildistrict.org/environmental-educators-roundtable/ 

 
Partner Updates 
• Kean University and Ocean County College are working together to host a conference on 

March 26th. If anyone is interested in collaborating or participating, please email Jessica 
Adams. 

• Please send any intern opportunities to Jessica Adams to share with Career Services. 
• New Jersey Pinelands Commission 3rd Annual Permanent Land Preservation Summit is 

scheduled for April 3rd. See 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH9qKukmi1OuISsLg2Z022LTrV-
iqKH8pEscrHHgrrdD1UeA/viewform 

• Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament at Island Beach State Park is May 18th. Register online 
at https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/fishing/marine/governors-surf-fishing-tournament/. Jersey Coast 
Angler’s Association Kids That Never Fished Day is April 12th from 9am to 3pm. To 
register, contact Don Marantz at (908) 347-1435 or at donmarantz@optonline.net. For more 
events, go to www.jcaa.org. 

• Reclam The Bay is currently funding four college-level student projects this summer and are 
finishing up setting up interns for their projects. Any volunteers, please reach out to John 
Meiman at meimanjc@gmail.com or 732-644-1161. 

  
Adjournment 

https://soildistrict.org/environmental-educators-roundtable/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH9qKukmi1OuISsLg2Z022LTrV-iqKH8pEscrHHgrrdD1UeA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH9qKukmi1OuISsLg2Z022LTrV-iqKH8pEscrHHgrrdD1UeA/viewform
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/fishing/marine/governors-surf-fishing-tournament/
mailto:donmarantz@optonline.net
mailto:meimanjc@gmail.com


 

  

  
Advisory Committee Meeting  

July 8, 2025; 9:00 am  

  

Advisory Committee (AC) Members:  

Karen Greene, NOAA, AC Co-chair; Barbara Spinweber, EPA R2; Elizabeth Butler, EPA R2; 

Charles Caruso, PPA; John Meiman, RTB; Amber Mallm, Pinelands Commission; Jennifer 

Morganti, OCPD; Dr. Stan Hales, BBP, AC Co-Chair; Steven Yergeau, Rutgers Cooperative 

Extension; Tom Fote, JCAA; Peter Rowe, NJ Sea Grant Consortium; Jessica Adams, Kean 

University; Tony MacDonald, Urban Coast Institute; Christine Raabe, OCSCD; Murray 

Rosenberg, BBP Citizen Representative; Joel Mott, NJ Pinelands Commission 

  

Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Andrew McGowan, Nina Sassano, Caroline McFarland, 

Nicole Petersen 

  

Welcome and Introductions 

 

July 8th AC meeting agenda & May 13th AC meeting minutes: 

• Barbara requested to switch the order of the agenda, so Liz Butler could participate in the 

Director’s Update when she became available at 9:30am. Stan delayed the Director’s 

Updates to the end of the meeting. 

• May 13th minutes were approved. 

 

Director’s Update:  

EPA Funding: 

• IIJA work plan was approved by the Advisory and Policy Committee and was submitted. It 

has been in process with the EPA. BBP has not heard anything official about the status, but 

hopefully will learn something shortly. 

• BBP is working on the FY26 work plan and sent it out in advance of this call. There is not a 

quorum, so review and approval was not asked for at this time. BBP is still looking for 

additional items for the work plan. If anyone has anything they’d like to get into this year’s 

work plan, please contact the program office as soon as possible. 

 

BIL Contingency Planning:  

• BBP is still working on making the work plans consistent with the administration’s EO. 

 

MOU:  



 

• BBP sent out the draft roles and responsibilities for the citizen representatives. George and 

Murray both provided good feedback. Stan wants to send it to Tom to take a look at, then out 

to the CEC so they have an update on that. BBP hopes to advertise the position before the 

end of the summer. 

 

Program Evaluation:  

• Program evaluation is in full swing. BBP submitted a package to EPA in April and 

responded to additional information requests. The itinerary for the site review will be sent 

out later today. 

 

NEP Update:  

• There are bills in the House and Senate currently to reauthorize the National Estuary 

Program at current levels. If anyone has any specific questions, please reach out to Stan. 

 

Modification of workplan and budget process for consistency with EPA Guidance: 

• It doesn’t look like the process needs to be changed that would require management 

approval. Information for work plan items will be collected for at least the rest of the week. 

The document should be put together within a couple of weeks and BBP will be asking for 

the approval of the work plan. 

 

DEP TMDL/REP/RFP Updates:  

• DEP was not in attendance for this meeting. Stan provided these updates. 

 

REP:  

• Bob said they are trying to pull together all of the 2020 funded projects for a meeting to 

discuss and share all the science and information. Stan hasn’t heard much more about it. 

 

DEP RFP:  

• The RFP was released with a June 2nd deadline. BBP submitted a proposal with the Soil 

Conservation District, the county and some others.  

 

TMDL:  

• The last thing heard about the TMDL is that the state still intends to roll out the TMDL in the 

state bulletin for public comment before the end of the year. 

  

Wetland Project/MACWA/WMP Updates:  

Jeffrey’s Creek:  

• Site assessment has been completed by Stevens and they are beginning their design phase. 

BBP will be organizing meetings with the county to start getting their feedback. 

 

Nellie Bennett:  

• Phase II water level monitoring is being conducted to establish a tidal record. 

• The supplemental QAPP for the engineering site assessment was approved by the EPA. 

• Geotech analysis is going to be completed later this month or early August. 



 

• BBP has a meeting with the mayor this afternoon to keep them informed on the project. 

• Stan added that the match for this project was being provided by Atlantic Shores. Since their 

permits were denied, the contract with them became null and void. BBP is currently 

identifying and exploring some additional matches needed for the project, hopefully to have 

remaining match by the end of the summer. If anyone has ideas, please share them with the 

program office. 

 

TR:  

• BBP received minor comments from stakeholders at the meeting and in writing. 

• Comments from NJDEP are expected soon. 

• The stakeholders selected the Manchester Ocean County Library as the first implementation 

project to pursue in a series of green infrastructure related efforts in the parking lot and 

surrounding property. Andrew reached out to the county this morning and will be reaching 

out to library staff about further pursue this project. 

 

CFO: 

• The plan is still with the contractor, but is expected very shortly. Once the document is in 

hand, BBP will schedule the NJDEP meeting and the watershed stakeholder meeting. 

 

STAC Update: 

IIJA Stormwater Project:  

• Project has been with Lakewood Township for about a month or two. They are working 

through the grant agreement to make sure it’s legally alright for them. When they are 

finished, the contract will be sent out to get signed. 

• There is more money for another project. Work for that will take place in the Fall. BBP will 

convene another stormwater working group meeting to hopefully get another project funded.  

  

Monitoring Plan and Portal:  

• The portal is available for those who would like to scroll around and use it. Document will 

be sent to the PC soon to get their approval. 

 

SOTB:  

• A QAPP is needed before anything can officially begin. Andrew authored a QAPP and sent 

it to EPA for review. Andrew sent out reminders last week to those who agreed to do some 

of them sections to let them know that work is coming up. 

• Timeline previously presented still on track. Everything will be analyzed and typed out in an 

early draft by the end of the summer. 

 

CEC Update:   

Website:  

• BBP has a new website and is working through the new website build. 

• Nina is working on getting a searchable report database of all BBP published reports, such as 

annual reports, quality assurance plans, QAPPs, etc.  

• The news species database that was on the last website will be ready to launch soon. 



 

• Nina is rolling out regular blog posts every Monday on the website. They will be 

consolidated into a 4-post email automatically sent out to an email list of about 2,500 people 

once a month. If anyone has any project or partner updates or opportunities they want sent 

out, please reach out to Nina.  

 

TFW Campaign: 

• A boat-based billboard that runs up & down the beach will be running the EPA’s Trash Free 

Water Campaign. Ads are also being put out on Spotify, Pandora, Sirius, SoundCloud, etc.  

 

JFY updates: 

• Applications are continuing to roll in, and the resident program is now accepting applications 

statewide. 

• The webinar series continued in June with a workshop from the Native Plant Society of New 

Jersey discussing growing native plants in small spaces. There were over 40 attendees. The 

next webinar will be held in September with a talk on invasive species from the Invasive 

Specie Strike Team. 

• Jersey Friendly Yards Conference planning is in full swing. It will be held in the Gateway 

Building on Kean Ocean’s campus on September 27th. 

• Two schools completed their certification in June, installing gardens on their campuses. 

Elms Elementary and Jackson Liberty High School are now JFY certified. 

 

Master Naturalists:  

• BBVMN course is finished. Thank you to those involved in leading some of those lessons, 

and to Dr. Adams, who helped get two students enrolled for course credit. 

• The naturalists are now looking for volunteer opportunities to fulfill their obligations as a 

naturalist. They need about 40 hours to get their certification. If anyone has any opportunities 

for them, please reach out to Nina. 

 

Art & Science Course: 

• BBP partnered with the Jacques Cousteau Reserve for the last 6 months to put together an 

arts and sciences workshop series. A scientist would come in and discuss a coastal topic and 

an artist would match the topic, such as Pine Barrens ecology and photography, native plant 

foraging and bouquet building, and duck hunting and decoy carving. 

• Each session had maxed registration and was very successful. In the future, a fee may be 

charged to encourage accountability, because some people registered but did not attend. If 

anyone has ideas for future Art and Science series, please reach out to Nina. 

 

Paddle for the Edge:  

• Paddle for the Edge is currently going on. There is one more training coming up, but 

volunteers are starting to collect data now. JCNERR is also helping to coordinate paddlers in 

the southern part of the bay. 

• BBP has 100% completed the quality control for the existing Paddle for the Edge data. Over 

11,000 data points were reviewed in the last 6 months. Next step is to complete the analysis 

and get the web portal published by the end of the summer. 

 



 

NJWAP:  

• Watershed Ambassador program has been renewed through AmeriCorps for next year. 

• BBP has signed on to supervise another year of the ambassador program. 

• BBP is attending the graduation from last year’s group tomorrow. 

 

Social Media: 

• BBP social media had an increase of 6.8 thousand views, an increase of 80% on accounts 

reached and 25 new followers. 

• Top posts include the Paddle for the Edge promo and a video about the scallops in the Beach 

Haven upwellers. 

 

Partner Updates  

 

Christine Raabe, OCSCD: 

• Freehold Soil Conservation District financial and administrative commitment to expand 

Jersey Friendly Yards to Monmouth and Middlesex County 

 

Amber Mallm, Pinelands Commission: 

• Next Friday is the summer short course at Kramer Hall at the Stockton University location in 

Hammonton. Registration is still open. 

• Pinelands Conservation Grant Fund has funds available for acquisition projects. The 

application is open until September. If there is any interest in taking on any acquisition 

projects, reach out to Amber. These funds are for acquisition projects only, not for 

stewardships or anything else. 

 

Steven Yergeau, Rutgers Cooperative Extension: 

• Ocean County Fair starts tomorrow and runs Wednesday through Sunday at the Miller 

Airpark.  https://www.oceancountyfair.org  

 

Karen Greene: 

• The Ocean County Environmental Agency is still looking for members, especially from the 

southern and western part of the county. The group meets on the third Thursday of the month 

virtually. You can join the meeting as a member of the public, or if you’re interested in 

becoming a member, reach out to Brielle Campoli at OCEA@co.ocean.nj.us. This group is 

not related to NOAA Fisheries, so please don’t reach out to Karen at work. 

 

Adjournment  

https://www.oceancountyfair.org/
mailto:OCEA@co.ocean.nj.us
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