BARNEGAT Bay
PARTNERSHIP

RESEARCH - EDUCATE - RESTORE

Advisory Committee Meeting
January 10t 2023
9:00 am

AC Members Attending — Dr. Stan Hales, Co-Chair, BBP; Jessie Murray, NMFS; Ed Wengrowski, Pinelands
Commission; Barbara Spinweber, USEPA; Valerie Askinazi, US EPA; Lynette Lurig, NJDEP; Will Ruocco,
BTMUA; Rob Karl, BTMUA; Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan, COA; Dr. Steven Yergeau, RCE; Andrea Habeck,
JCNERR, Colleen Adams, OCC; Keith Marcoon, Ocean County Utilities Authority; Bob Shertenleib, Ocean
County Utilities Authority; Manny Charles, USGS; Virginia Rettig, USFWS; Christine Raabe, OCSCD; Charles
Caruso, Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Vicki Pecchioli, Ocean County Planning Department; Dr. Elizabeth
Lacey, Stockton University; Pete Rowe, NJSGC.

BBP Staff —Dr. Jim Vasslides, Karen Walzer

Guests — Murray Rosenberg, BBP Citizen Rep; George Browne, JCAA; Kaitlin Gannon, CEC Co-Chair,
JCNERR, Angela Andersen, LBT Field Station; Gregg Sakowicz, STAC Vice-Chair, JCNERR

Welcome and introductions—Dr. Hales

Dr. Hales called the meeting to order at 9:07 am and thanked Ed Wengrowski for his efforts with the BBP and wished
him well upon his retirement. Ms. Spinweber then introduced Ms. Askinazi as the replacement for Ms. Butler, as Ms.
Butler has been temporarily reassigned for 60 days. began a round of introductions.

Approval of October 2022 AC/STAC Meeting Minutes—Dr. Hales
No additions to the agenda. Motion to approve October meeting minutes as provided made by Ed Wengrowski, 2" by
Steve Yergeau. Approved unanimously, Ms. Raabe abstaining.

BBP Director’s Update—Dr. Hales
BBP Office renovation/move - Program Office will be moving to a different office space on OCC campus this
Thursday. The space is substantially smaller, so it may take a few days to get back to normal operations.

BBP Staffing — Five positions were posted before the holidays (3 on 3208, 2 on BILS). Four of the positions have
closed, and have a good pool of applicants. The plan is to hopefully have 3 of the positions on the February Board of
Trustees for approvals. The Marketing position pool of applicants was smaller and less qualified than desired, so that
position will remain open through the end of January.

MOU - The MOU had been previously approved by the AC. Several federal partners conducted an additional review
and requested additional changes to the Advocacy Policy. Those revised changes were distributed to the AC with the
notification for this meeting, with the changes highlighted in red. There were no questions regarding the changes. A
motion to accept the revised Advocacy Policy was made by Ms. Rettig and 2" by Mr. Marcoon. The motion passed
unanimously. Dr. Muthukrishnan abstained.

AC Membership — Shortly before the winter break Save Barnegat Bay submitted a letter to the BBP officially
withdrawing from the partnership, citing 3 major reasons. The first objection was over our requirement to conduct
fundraising to support our program, the second reason was over our acceptance of money from offshore wind



companies, and the third reason cited was our donation policy that allows for “anonymous” donations (anonymous
meaning that the donor is known to the program, but not advertised). All of the objections in the letter have been items
that were discussed, often times at length, at previous AC meetings related to the specific policies.

A discussion ensued regarding fundraising and the acceptance of donations.

A recommendation was made to respond to the letter from SBB, indicating receipt of their letter and suggesting that
we are open to discussions regarding their rejoining in the future.

NEP 2023-2024 funding, BIL Yr 1 and 2 funding, 5-yr plan, EJ plan Discussion — Dr. Hales

The NEP cooperative agreements are set to increase ~15% in the coming year. EPA remains hopeful that we
will have our Yrl BIL funds (FFY22) at the end of January. EPA has requested that we move forward to get
YR2 and Yr3 workplans approved as quickly as possible. The AC has approved the BIL YR2 (FFY23)
workplan. It needs to be reformatted and submitted to the Policy Committee for approval in February. EPA has
asked for the base NEP workplan, the Environmental Justice strategy, and the 5-yr Overarching BIL workplan
by June 2023. The BIL YR3 (FFY24) workplan is due to EPA on June 1, 2024.

Communication Plan Projects/STAC Project funding change — Dr. Hales

At a meeting last year the AC approved funding to two CEC projects utilizing “old” money (FY20), and had
earlier approved the use of “new” money (FY23) for the STAC GFO. Because of the timeline associated with
the CEC projects, we would have to request waivers on extensions on the FY20 funds that require additional
effort on everyone’s part, including EPA HQ. The Program Office would like to use the FY20 funds to pay for
the STAC project and the FY23 funds to pay for the CEC projects, lessening the approval processes. There
would be no changes to the budgets of any projects. The changes in funding sources were approved
unanimously.

REP/DEP Update — Ms. Lurig
The Atlantic Coastal Region will be the focus of the current year’s 319 funding RFP. The department’s intent is to
provide additional focal areas/projects within the RFP. Reach out to Lynette with any comments or questions.

STAC Updates — Dr. Lacey

The STAC did not meet in December due to a limited agenda. The EHWG met in December. The group will be
revisiting their priorities related to CCMP implementation, including SAV. Their next meeting is January 25. There
were no other STAC working Group updates.

CEC update

In December Veolia presented the BBP with $25k to fund a water quality/water supply project(s) within the Veolia
service area. We are in the process of identifying projects. The BB Blitz will be April 15-April 22, coincident with
Earth Day on April 22. Ms. Walzer also provided a brief update on the 2 CEC projects recently approved by the AC.

Ms. Gannon provided updates from the December CEC meeting. Planning is underway for a late June CEC retreat,
with a focus on discussion around collective climate action education. Planning has also started for informal CEC
outings (RUMFS in February), and brainstorming around potential new CEC members.

Partner Updates

Ed Wengrowski — Proposed Pinelands stormwater rules received several comments from DEP and extractive industry
regarding the classification of water to wash sand/gravel (consumptive vs. non-consumptive). A final version of the
rules should come out in April.

Jessie Murray — They are hiring for 2 positions in their group, one of which would be for Delaware Bay watershed
EFH consultations and offshore wind.



Virginia Rettig — USFWS is looking for summer help, primarily through American Conservation Experience (ACE)
program.

Pete Rowe — Ocean Fun Days will be 5/20 at IBSP and 5/21 in Monmouth County, and will be the event’s 20"
Anniversary. Kim McKenna received an award for looking at sediment transportation in inlets, including Little Egg.
Two student fellowships with the James J. Howard Lab now available. Regional Green infrastructure and LID RFP to
be announced this week that focuses on overburdened communities. The NJSGC Omnibus funding (2024-2025) RFP
should be out shortly as well.

Christine Raabe — The 26" Annual Barnegat Bay Roundtable is scheduled for April 19". The RCPP funding project
held its first partner meeting in December, and has 3 introduction/outreach meetings with producers scheduled. Becky
Laboy has returned to work on a limited basis and is moving the JFY certification project forward. The district is also
working with partners on several Lakewood basin retrofits.

George Browne — The partnership should extend outreach to fishing clubs and organizations to promote the program’s
message, and he would be happy to help arrange.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:57am.



BarnecAT Bay
PARTNERSHIP

Advisory Committee Meeting
May 9% 2023; 9:00 am

Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Dr. Stan Hales, Co-Chair, BBP; Karen Greene, NMFS;
Jessie Murray, NMFS; Barbara Spinweber, USEPA,; Elizabeth Butler, USEPA; Lynette Lurig, NJDEP; Dr.
Swarna Muthukrishnan, COA; Dr. Steven Yergeau, RCE; Colleen Adams, OCC; Christine Raabe, OCSCD;
Charles Caruso, Pinelands Preservation Alliance; Elizabeth Lacey, STAC Chair, Stockton University; Kaitlin
Gannon, CEC Co-Chair, JCNERR; Virginia Rettig, Edwin B Forsythe NWR; Greg Sakowicz, JCNERR and
STAC Vice-Chair; Rob Karl and Will Ruocco, BTMUA; Keith Marcoon, OCUA Angela Anderson, LBT

Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Stan Hales, Karen Walzer, Samantha Adamczyk, Bailey Sanders
Guests: Murray Rosenberg, BBP Citizen Rep; Jessica Adams and Shuting Liu, Kean Ocean

Welcome and Introductions: Dr. Hales
Dr. Hales called the meeting to order at 9:05 am.

Approval of January 10, 2023 AC Meeting Minutes: Dr. Hales
No additions or revisions were proposed for the agenda. Motion to approve March meeting minutes was made
by Mr. Yergeau. All affirmed with thumbs up.

BBP Director’s Update: Dr. Hales

BBP Staffing: Three new full-time staff members were hired in March: Sammie Adamczyk (Wetlands and
Watershed Specialist), Bailey Sanders (Stewardship Specialist), and John Egan (Field Specialist). Multiple
openings for two part-time technician positions (Field and Lab. Technician Il and I1) are in review; the Staff
Scientist position is currently being advertised; and two other full-time job descriptions (Development and
Marketing Coordinator, Coastal Sustainability Coordinator) are being revised. The Staff Scientist position is
anticipated to be filled before the end of the summer pending the timing of OCC’s June/July BOT meetings.

BIL Funding:
1) FFY2022 Plan: BIL funding for FFY2022 was received shortly before the STAC meeting in late March.

Projects have started including WQ monitoring, JFY, stream crossing, and SAV mapping/health assessments
with Stockton. The Program Office is shorthanded and will hold off on putting those RFPs/ GFOs out for
bids/proposals until we have additional staff and agreement on spending those funds (e.g., consistency with
Equity Strategy, etc.).

2) FFY2023 Plan: The FY23 plan was approved by the Policy Committee and submitted to EPA. Dr. Hales will
confirm later in the day if the information has been uploaded to grants.gov. Ms. Spinweber asked if the budget

had changed. Dr. Hales responded that the previous budget with all projects had been distributed and that there

had not been any changes to any project’s budget since the approval at the March meeting.

3) BIL 5-Year Strategy and BIL Equity Strategy: Drafts of these documents are in development. The intent is to
get a 5-year Strategy out to the AC this month for approval followed by submission to EPA. The Strategy is
based on the CCMP and includes getting projects into future workplans. There is also intent to spend funds
across a range of activities to address high priority data gaps. Other suggestions were welcomed now or in the
next few weeks.




Ms. Butler emphasized that the 5-year plan is not as rigid or defined as the Equity Strategy and that it only
needs regional approval. Because guidelines came out so late, she stressed that it is acceptable to be missing
pieces as long as the June 1 deadline is met. The region and headquarters will work to address gaps at a later
time. Dr. Hales responded that the plan is as brief as possible while still being consistent with the guidance
provided.

A discussion followed regarding funding commitments to DEI projects. WQ stormwater projects in
overburdened areas are planned but Dr. Hales stated it is in our best interest to hold off getting those funds out
the door. A third document with additional DEI considerations is in the works and will be shared. Two projects
funded with EPA and other funds are an OCC project and a Pinelands Preservation project. OCC will provide
additional funding to support those DEI goals. The definition of underserved communities as defined by the
state and for educational institutions was clarified.

4) MOU —-The MOU was unanimously approved by Policy Committee and the document will be circulated for
signature when convenient.

BBP Draft FY24 Workplan and Budget: Dr. Hales

This document has the same structure as previous workplans. OCC has not given any salary information for

next year and won’t until the first week in June. Therefore, an average from previous years was used and any

remaining changes will be relatively small. Personnel numbers are less but fringe is significantly higher.

Individual items were reviewed:

- The plan includes supporting the WQ monitoring network but BIL funding cover hardware, maintenance,
and operational supplies.

- Assistance for nutrient TMDL is remaining funded by 320, DEP, and others. Nutrient land use activities
continue with Section 320 for Karen Walzer and supplies. Bailey Sanders is funded from BIL and some
other sources.

- The Metedeconk Watershed Protection Restoration Plan involves new activities by BTMUA and RCE-OC.

- The Toms River and Cedar Creek/Forked River/Oyster Creek management plans are moving forward with
commitments from state funds. The conceptual plans are in the works and will be included in those
documents.

- There is a significant increase in funding to the Trash Free Waters campaign. We are proposing to spend
money on radio, social media, other electronic advertising, and print advertising. Up to $15K will go toward
a significant radio ad. We intend to use the electronic boat billboard but no banner plane flyovers due to
high cost and low public visibility.

- USGS has a FY17 Section EPA-funded water supply project for which an extension has been requested and
granted. The low-flow planning project was granted extension until December 30, 2023 due to a retirement
from the USGS project team.

- The BBP will work with partners at PPA regarding water-reuse campaigns and Save the Source program.

- We would like to spend money on marketing and promoting conservation of living resources (i.e., Don’t
Harass Our Seagrass” campaign) with intent to use the cartoons developed prior to the pandemic.

- BBP BIL funds are committed to an SAV mapping project and an NRCS/OCSCD-funded coastal project to
support shellfish restoration. The BBP will continue to support other shellfish projects to a limited extent
until we hire additional staff.

- The BBP will continue to support existing STAC workgroups as best we can on until we have additional
staff.

- We are moving forward with wetland monitoring and restoration contingent on funding and availability of
staff. The BBP will continue to serve on the Steering committee of the NJDOT-funded Regional Sediment
Management Plan. In support of that effort, we are expanding Paddle for the Edge to the Great Egg Harbor



and Seven Mile Island estuary systems with the respective watershed associations (Great Egg Harbor
Watershed Association [part of the DOI-funded Wild/ Scenic Rivers Program] and the Wetlands Institute).

- The anadromous fish monitoring and dam removal project will continue with EPA and partner funding. The
bottom half of the dam removal section in the draft matrix was a mistake and will be deleted. The BBP will
continue our partnership with the North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaborative (aka, the Stream
Crossing Project) with BIL funds.

- Ms. Rettig requested inclusion of an activity description of the NJ Bay Islands Initiative about the boat wake
issue. Dr. Hales agreed, requesting language on a specific deliverable so it meets review.

- Last year saw the smallest acreage of land purchased in the history of the Natural Lands Trust Program but
is expected to bounce back. The county will match our grant but does not have all information on
acquisitions for this year.

- The OCC Sustainability Education Initiative continues with a new Environmental Management Committee,
to engage community partners, and OCC’s college-wide DEI committee, which has embraced the BBP-
funded outreach projects, especially the Garden Project led by OCC’s Dr. Henry Jackson. Additionally,
Kean Ocean is interested in becoming a member of the management conference.

- The BBP will develop a financial plan when we hire a Marketing and Development Coordinator for the
Program Office.

- The MOU has been reviewed, approved, and is moving forward.

- The communication, monitoring, habitat, and financial plans are all in various stages. AC members will
elaborate in their sections. Ms. Spinweber requested on behalf of EPA that particular donors not be
identified in the CEC Communications Plan to avoid appearing as endorsing said donors. Dr. Hales agreed
to remove the mention of offshore wind from the document but emphasized that it is an ongoing issue.

- The equipment total is mostly designated for a new RTK GPS, as the old one purchased with WPDG funds
has almost reached the end of its operational life.

Dr. Hales requested approval of the draft budget and workplan with the understanding that additional minor
deliverables are still being accepted. The request was approved via thumbs up. Ms. Butler provided EPA
conceptual approval. Anyone with additions to the workplan is encouraged to speak to Dr. Hales before next
Friday. Everyone will see revised copy of the Matrix when it goes to the Policy Committee.

REP/DEP Update: Ms. Lurig

Ms. Lurig has not received notice of the next RFP for 319 money. The TMDL is nearing completion. Feedback
was received from BBP and SBB regarding how to present the TMDL to the public when the time comes. To be
put in the registry next spring, a meeting with municipalities and the general public is needed this summer. A
presentation for the next STAC meeting is also done. The Watershed Management Plans for TR and CFO as
well as the lower Barnegat Bay plans done by Rutgers will help inform the TMDL program. A meeting with the
commissioner in the next two months will handle any anticipated political issues concerning the TMDL,
particularly those anticipated from municipalities.

MACWA Update: Dr. Hales

Spring SSIM monitoring will start next week. Little Egg Harbor monitoring and pre-monitoring at Lanyard
Lagoon will start in July/early August. Upcoming projects include shoreline restoration at Jeffrey’s Creek and
the Nellie Bennett marsh. The RARE project has been completed resulting in two publications.

STAC Updates: Dr. Lacey, Mr. Sakowicz, and Ms. Rettig

The whale mortality document has been submitted to Mr. Sakowicz. Rutgers has issued statements and an
online Q and A regarding offshore wind collaborative, and JCNERR is making a similar statement which may
be integrated into this draft. The document is a work in progress making sure to use facts and peer reviewed
sources so as to not become speculative. Dr. Lacey will be heading this work going forward.



The Estuarine Wetlands Workgroup is looking at USACE back-bay project (?) and into getting funding for
seagrass beds. They have been working on developing a statement of work to submit for a hiring consultant to
write the Habitat Plan. Dr. Hales welcomes comments to the Program Office and/or the STAC/workgroups
chairs (Ms. Rettig, Mr. Sakowicz, and Dr. Lacey).

CEC update: Ms. Gannon, Mr. Mott, and Ms. Walzer

The CEC Retreat event is for formal and informal teachers and will be held at the Long Beach Twp. Field
Station. The theme is Climate Change Education: A Catalyst for Change. Janice McDonnell from Rutgers will
talk about climate change education standards now implemented in Kindergarten through Grade 12 public
schools, and how all teachers can be more of a resource. A field trip will venture to Clam Cove by the field
station and a brainstorm activity will come up with actionable climate plans.

JFY stewardship certification projects at two municipalities and two schools are underway. Point Pleasant
borough is installing pollinator gardens in conjunction with the garden club. Pine Beach Borough is removing
invasive species in a small pocket park and installing native plants to an existing garden. Both boroughs are
working on other actions as part of the certification program. Schools and municipalities can apply via the JFY
website.

The Barnegat Bay Blitz ended at the end of May and went well. 25 cleanups were completed throughout the
watershed with 625 volunteers and 740+ bags of trash. A map is available on the BBP website. The Master
Naturalist Program is underway for 8 weeks with two virtual presentations and a field trip per week.

The Trash Free Waters campaign launched last year to convey messaging about reusable containers and is
continuing this year with PSA’s and paid radio ads. Three ads run each day with an additional three for free.

Paddle for the Edge registration has opened for 2023 and has 40 registrants in its first week. Training will
continue to be virtual this year. We are expanding to two other watersheds via the Great Egg Harbor Watershed
Association and River Council and the Wetlands Institute.

Six schools in the watershed are participating in DEI projects by installing raised garden beds and hydroponics
systems. PPA project goals are to establish students with low impact nature-based experiences to develop
outdoor skills and appreciation. A new logo was created and we are contracted to make a web portal.

The Communication Plan is under review and will then be submitted to the AC for approval. It is anticipated to
be completed before January of 2024.

Partner Updates:

Karen Greene stated that Ocean Fun Days will be held on May 20". NOAA has money available in BIL funds
for habitat restoration and other projects. Announcements will be coming sometime this summer. She
encourages collaboration with NOAA to craft projects that make a connection between habitat restoration and
aquatic resources.

Christine Raabe stated that the 26" annual round table was a success with close to 100 attendees. All partners
were represented and OC Parks was fabulous as usual. 75% of attendance consisted of brand-new teachers.
They plan for a full day for next year.

A total of 50 producers attended the NRCS event, far more than anticipated. Roughly 75% of the funding goes
directly to the producers for implementation of conservation practices and aquaculture facilities and production.



The Program Office has provided three letters of acknowledgement for the RAE Community Wetland
Restoration Grant Program (Long Beach Township’s Clam Cove restoration project, Rutgers microplastic
survey in Barnegat Bay and the NYNJ Harbor, and Drexel’s restoration chemical ecology project). The
Program Office also submitted a proposal.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11:10am.



BARNEGAT Bay
PARTNERSHIP

RESEARCH - EDUCATE - RESTORE

Advisory Committee Meeting
March 14" 2023
9:00 am

AC Members Attending — Dr. Stan Hales, Co-Chair, BBP; Karen Greene, NMFS; Jessie Murray, NMFS;
Barbara Spinweber, USEPA; Elizabeth Butler, USEPA; Lynette Lurig, NJDEP; Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan,
COA; Dr. Steven Yergeau, RCE; Colleen Adams, OCC; Bob Shertenleib, Ocean County Utilities Authority;
Manny Charles, USGS; Kristin Adams, OCSCD; Christine Raabe, OCSCD; Charles Caruso, Pinelands
Preservation Alliance, Vicki Pecchioli, Ocean County Planning Department; Elizabeth Lacey, Stockton
University; David Steinman, NRCS; Tom Foote, Jersey Coast Anglers Association.

BBP Staff —Dr. Jim Vasslides, Karen Walzer, Ceili Pestalozzi, Nicole Petersen

Guests — Murray Rosenberg, BBP Citizen Rep; Kaitlin Gannon, CEC Co-Chair, JCNERR; Joel Mott, CEC Co-
Chair, Pinclands Commission

Welcome and introductions—Dr. Hales
Dr. Hales called the meeting to order at 9:05 am.

Approval of January 10 2023 AC Meeting Minutes—Dr. Hales

No additions to the agenda. Barbara had a correction to the BIL funding section of the January minutes. Motion to
approve January meeting minutes as amended made by Ms. Spinweber, 2" by Dr. Yergeau. Approved unanimously;
Ms. Greene, Mr Foote, and Ms. Raabe abstain.

BBP Director’s Update—Dr. Hales

BBP Staffing — OCC Board of Trustees meeting in February was cancelled, so the 3 BBP positions will be approved at
the March 16 Board of Trustees meeting, with the new hires to start immediately thereafter. There were no well
qualified applicants to the marketing position, and the selected candidate for the Coastal Resiliency position withdrew,
so those will be slightly altered and then reported shortly.

Nutrient TMDL — Staff and committee chairs joined a call with NJDEP last week. The DEP provided an overview of
the TMDL that they plan on releasing during the coming year. The BBP has been asked not to discuss the details, but
it was a constructive conversation. The DEP will give a presentation to the BBP committees when they are ready to
roll out. Overall the Program Office opinion was that it is a positive step forward.

BIL Funding —
Still awaiting notification of FFY22 funding. Ms. Butler informed that Ms. Spinweber is addressing
final comments from internal grants management official; this is one of the final steps so notification
will hopefully come in a couple of weeks.

FFY23 was approved by AC in the fall and a final version has been submitted to EPA. The FFY2023
BIL plan, the MOU, and revised Advocacy and Donation Polices will be sent to the Policy Committee
this month.



The draft FFY2024 BIL plan was provided to the AC with this month’s meeting packet for their
consideration. Additional funds were added to staff administrative support to provide for administration
of the many projects that will be funded throughout the BIL period. As we have until June 2024 to
submit, we will discuss this plan at future AC meetings.

Ms. Butler reminded the Program Office that there will be additional scrutiny of these funds, so we need
to be sure to be able to track the use of the BIL funds independently of base CWA funds. Also, there are
a number of document due June 1 of this year (BIL 5-year plan, Equity Plan, NEP FY24 CWA budget
and workplan), so the earlier we can turn in individual documents the better.

Ciba-Geigy Update — Dr. Hales

There is a lot of public concern over the NJDEP’s NRD settlement that was released in December. EPA’s 5™ five year
review of the site was recently released and can be found at X. The EPA site manager will be presenting at the April
STAC meeting.

Offshore wind, whales, and coastal resilience — Dr. Hales
The CEC has requested that the Program Office consider addressing issues (e.g., “misinformation”) regarding
offshore wind, whales, and climate change/resiliency.

Mr. Fote suggests staying out of this “conversation” as it is clear to him that this is a no-win situation given the
political nature of these issues.

Mr. Caruso thinks the STAC should release a statement/letter that includes citations to the best science.
Dr. Lacey — Yale €360 of May 8" (https://e360.yale.edu/features/humpback-whale-strandings-u.s.-east-coast)

has a great article written by whale experts regarding this issue, and could form the basis of a response from the
STAC.

Additional discussions ensued.

Dr. Hales — It seems like the best way forward is to ask the STAC to put together a list of scientific resources
that the public could view.

Christine Raabe submitted the following motion — “The AC requests the STAC create a science based
compendium of resources regarding whale mortality off the NJ coast.” Seconded by Charles Caruso. Karen
Green, Liz Butler, and Manny Charles abstained. The motion carries.

REP/DEP Update — Ms. Lurig
DEP is considering expanding the Urban Fishing Program (now known as Watershed Program?) to the Atlantic Coast
under the upcoming RFP. If there is an interest from any program partners please reach out to Lynette.

STAC Updates — Dr. Vasslides

STAC met in February and received a report out on the results of the RARE grant that the BBP receive from EPA, in
conjunction with the EPA ORD. The next STAC meeting will be April X, and there will be 2 presentations, one from
the EPA site manager for Ciba-Geigy, and the second a presentation on DEI opportunities within Barnegat Bay. The
STAC will also open up the nomination period for the next Vice-Chair, as Dr. Lacey’s term as Chair ends at the June
meeting and Gregg Sakowicz will move from Vice-Chair to Chair. Lastly, the EHWG is hard at work on developing a
Scope of Work for the Habitat Plan that can be released as a grant funding opportunity as part of the BIL FFY24
package.

CEC update


https://e360.yale.edu/features/humpback-whale-strandings-u.s.-east-coast

Planning continues for June 28 Education and Outreach Retreat to be held at the LBI marine Field Station from 10am-
3pm. It will be themed around climate change education and education for actions, with a morning speaker, two field
trips, facilitated discussion on how the CEC can develop an action plan around climate change.

JFY certification has been launched, with 3 municipalities and 2 schools currently enrolled. All have projects planned
for this year, with several already underway.

BB Blitz is April 15-22. Please reach out to Karen with site suggestions, or if you want to lead a cleanup. The Trash
Free Waters campaign will also be held again this year, kicking off coincident with the Blitz.

Partner Updates
Christine Raabe — JFY certification has been going very well. The 26" Annual Educators Roundtable to be held on

April 19 at the Lighthouse Center (https://soildistrict.org/environmental-educators-roundtable/). The COASTAL
project will be holding their spring meeting this week.

Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan — COA beach sweeps will be April 1; information available on their website.

Tom Fote — May 20 is Ocean Fun Day at IBSP, May 21 is Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament

Vicki Pecchioli - June 2™ will be a ceremony for the 25" anniversary of the Ocean County Pump Out Boats, to be held
at SPYC. Cattus Park shoreline restoration project continues; site meeting held yesterday with potential engineering

firms.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55am.
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March 14% 2023
9:00 am

AC Members Attending — Dr. Stan Hales, Co-Chair, BBP; Karen Greene, NMFS; Jessie Murray, NMFS;
Barbara Spinweber, USEPA; Elizabeth Butler, USEPA; Lynette Lurig, NJDEP; Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan,
COA,; Dr. Steven Yergeau, RCE; Colleen Adams, OCC; Bob Shertenlieb, Ocean County Utilities Authority;
Manny Charles, USGS; Kristin Adams, OCSCD; Christine Raabe, OCSCD; Charles Caruso, Pinelands
Preservation Alliance, Vicki Pecchioli, Ocean County Planning Department; Elizabeth Lacey, Stockton
University; David Steinman, NRCS; Tom Foote, Jersey Coast Anglers Association.

BBP Staff —Dr. Jim Vasslides, Karen Walzer, Ceili Pestalozzi, Nicole Petersen

Guests — Murray Rosenberg, BBP Citizen Rep; Kaitlin Gannon, CEC Co-Chair, JCNERR; Joel Mott, CEC Co-
Chair, Pinelands Commission

Welcome and introductions-Dr. Hales
Dr. Hales called the meeting to order at 9:05 am.

Approval of January 10 2023 AC Meeting Minutes—Dr. Hales

No additions to the agenda. Barbara had a correction to the BIL funding section of the January minutes. Motion to
approve January meeting minutes as amended made by Ms. Spinweber, 2" by Dr. Yergeau. Approved unanimously;
Ms. Greene, Mr Foote, and Ms. Raabe abstain.

BBP Director’s Update-Dr. Hales

BBP Staffing — OCC Board of Trustees meeting in February was cancelled, so the 3 BBP positions will be approved at
the March 16 Board of Trustees meeting, with the new hires to start immediately thereafter. There were no well
qualified applicants to the marketing position, and the selected candidate for the Coastal Resiliency position withdrew,
so those will be slightly altered and then reported shortly.

Nutrient TMDL — Staff and committee chairs joined a call with NJDEP last week. The DEP provided an overview of
the TMDL that they plan on releasing during the coming year. The BBP has been asked not to discuss the details, but
it was a constructive conversation. The DEP will give a presentation to the BBP committees when they are ready to
roll out. Overall the Program Office opinion was that it is a positive step forward.

BIL Funding —
Still awaiting notification of FFY22 funding. Ms. Butler informed that Ms. Spinweber is addressing
final comments from internal grants management official; this is one of the final steps so notification
will hopefully come in a couple of weeks.

FFY23 was approved by AC in the fall and a final version has been submitted to EPA. The FFY2023
BIL plan, the MOU, and revised Advocacy and Donation Polices will be sent to the Policy Committee
this month.



The draft FFY2024 BIL plan was provided to the AC with this month’s meeting packet for their
consideration. Additional funds were added to staff administrative support to provide for administration
of the many projects that will be funded throughout the BIL period. As we have until June 2024 to
submit, we will discuss this plan at future AC meetings.

Ms. Butler reminded the Program Office that there will be additional scrutiny of these funds, so we need
to be sure to be able to track the use of the BIL funds independently of base CWA funds. Also, there are
a number of document due June 1 of this year (BIL 5-year plan, Equity Plan, NEP FY24 CWA budget
and workplan), so the earlier we can turn in individual documents the better.

Ciba-Geigy Update — Dr. Hales

There is a lot of public concern over the NJDEP’s NRD settlement that was released in December. EPA’s 5" five year
review of the site was recently released and can be found at X. The EPA site manager will be presenting at the April
STAC meeting.

Offshore wind, whales, and coastal resilience — Dr. Hales
The CEC has requested that the Program Office consider addressing issues (e.g., “misinformation”) regarding
offshore wind, whales, and climate change/resiliency.

Mr. Fote suggests staying out of this “conversation” as it is clear to him that this is a no-win situation given the
political nature of these issues.

Mr. Caruso thinks the STAC should release a statement/letter that includes citations to the best science.
Dr. Lacey — Yale €360 of May 8" (https://e360.yale.edu/features/humpback-whale-strandings-u.s.-east-coast)

has a great article written by whale experts regarding this issue, and could form the basis of a response from the
STAC.

Additional discussions ensued.

Dr. Hales — It seems like the best way forward is to ask the STAC to put together a list of scientific resources
that the public could view.

Christine Raabe submitted the following motion — “The AC requests the STAC create a science based
compendium of resources regarding whale mortality off the NJ coast.” Seconded by Charles Caruso. Karen
Green, Liz Butler, and Manny Charles abstained. The motion carries.

REP/DEP Update — Ms. Lurig
DEP is considering expanding the Urban Fishing Program (now known as Watershed Program?) to the Atlantic Coast
under the upcoming RFP. If there is an interest from any program partners please reach out to Lynette.

STAC Updates — Dr. Vasslides

STAC met in February and received a report out on the results of the RARE grant that the BBP receive from EPA, in
conjunction with the EPA ORD. The next STAC meeting will be April X, and there will be 2 presentations, one from
the EPA site manager for Ciba-Geigy, and the second a presentation on DEI opportunities within Barnegat Bay. The
STAC will also open up the nomination period for the next Vice-Chair, as Dr. Lacey’s term as Chair ends at the June
meeting and Gregg Sakowicz will move from Vice-Chair to Chair. Lastly, the EHWG is hard at work on developing a
Scope of Work for the Habitat Plan that can be released as a grant funding opportunity as part of the BIL FFY24
package.

CEC update


https://e360.yale.edu/features/humpback-whale-strandings-u.s.-east-coast

Planning continues for June 28 Education and Outreach Retreat to be held at the LBI marine Field Station from 10am-
3pm. It will be themed around climate change education and education for actions, with a morning speaker, two field
trips, facilitated discussion on how the CEC can develop an action plan around climate change.

JFY certification has been launched, with 3 municipalities and 2 schools currently enrolled. All have projects planned
for this year, with several already underway.

BB Blitz is April 15-22. Please reach out to Karen with site suggestions, or if you want to lead a cleanup. The Trash
Free Waters campaign will also be held again this year, kicking off coincident with the Blitz.

Partner Updates
Christine Raabe — JFY certification has been going very well. The 26" Annual Educators Roundtable to be held on

April 19 at the Lighthouse Center (https://soildistrict.org/environmental-educators-roundtable/). The COASTAL
project will be holding their spring meeting this week.

Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan — COA beach sweeps will be April 1; information available on their website.

Tom Fote — May 20 is Ocean Fun Day at IBSP, May 21 is Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament

Vicki Pecchioli - June 2" will be a ceremony for the 25™ anniversary of the Ocean County Pump Out Boats, to be held
at SPYC. Cattus Park shoreline restoration project continues; site meeting held yesterday with potential engineering

firms.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55am.


https://soildistrict.org/environmental-educators-roundtable/

BArRNEGAT Bay
PARTNERSHIP

Advisory Committee Meeting
November 14 2023; 9:00 am

Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Dr. Stan Hales, Co-Chair, BBP; Jessie Murray, NMFS;
Barbara Spinweber, USEPA; Lynette Lurig, NJDEP; Colleen Adams, OCC; Becky Laboy, OCSCD; Charles
Caruso, Pinelands Preservation Alliance; Elizabeth Lacey, Stockton University; Virginia Rettig, Edwin B
Forsythe NWR; Rob Karl and Will Ruocco, BTMUA; Keith Marcoon, OCUA; David Steinman, USDA/NRCS.

Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Stan Hales, Andrew McGowan, Ceili Pestalozzi, Nicole Petersen, Karen
Walzer, Samantha Adamczyk

Guests: Bob Schuster, NJDEP; Kim Cenno, NJDEP; Joel Mott, NJ Pinelands Commission; George Murnyak,
BBP Citizen Representative

Welcome and Introductions: Dr. Hales
Dr. Hales called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Approval of September 12", 2023 AC Meeting Minutes and November 14" Agenda: Dr. Hales
No additions or revisions were proposed for today’s agenda or last meeting’s minutes. Motioned by Rob Karl.
2" by Charles Caruso. All affirmed with a show of hands.

BBP Director’s Update: Dr. Hales

BBP Staffing: Ms. Walzer is retiring effective February 1. With this advanced notice, the position should be
filled with a limited gap in staffing. The requisition has been approved and the position should be posted
shortly. It has been changed to a career track position and is being advertised as a Coordinator/Senior
Coordinator and the title of the candidate will depend on experience.

Development Coordinator: The position will be shared with partners prior to the next STAC meeting.

Field and Lab Technicians: The application period has closed and we hope to have five positions filled before
the end of the month.

Coastal Sustainability Coordinator: Due to the new kinds of work in the Program Office, the qualifications of
this position are being revised to include program management experience.

BIL Funding:
1) FFY2022 Plan: Work under this funding is moving forward including JFY, stream crossing, and SAV

mapping and health assessments. The stormwater grant funding will be combined with FY23. A GFO is in draft
and will be a topic at the next STAC meeting. We are waiting for approval for BIL FY23 funding.

2) BIL FY22-26 Equity Strategy: The revised document has been distributed. This is the revision to the
comments received from EPA Region 2 and Headquarters that provides additional detail on how we intend to
move forward to meet Justice 40 requirements. To facilitate everyone’s review, all new text is in red. Notable
amendments include the addition of a plan for dealing with legal challenges to our approach of defining
overburdened communities by race as well as the addition of four tables detailing individual stakeholder
engagement plans. The Program Office encourages partners to add/remove entries to these tables by next




Tuesday. The document is not yet approved but reflects all of Region 2 and Headquarters comments to date. It
is awaiting EPA Headquarter’s approval.

3) BIL 5-Year Strategy: No comments or feedback have been received. The 5-Year Strategy is currently the
lowest EPA priority.

EPA NEP Funding
1) BBP FY25 Budget: Early feedback from ANEP indicates that the budget will likely increase but there is
uncertainty at the federal level.

Climate change/Alternative Energy Policy: Dr. Hales

Dr. Hales appreciates the comments already submitted and welcomes additional comments with a tentative
deadline of December 1 in time for the next STAC meeting. The document was distributed in a shared folder
through the STAC email list. If you would like anonymity in your comments, please send comments directly to
Mr. McGowan or Dr. Hales.

REP/DEP Update: Ms. Lurig, Ms. Cenno
Still no word on the next RFP.

OCC will host the first TMDL stakeholder meeting on 11/29 9am-12pm with registration and coffee at 8:30am.
It will be in-person with a virtual option and will be recorded. This first session will bring everyone up to speed
on the basics of the TMDL as a nitrogen specific target for Barnegat Bay. The second session will cover the
science and modeling of the TMDL, and the third session will cover implementation (dates TBD). The
stakeholder sessions will share the contents of the document which is to be shared in the NJ Register following
the sessions.

MACWA Update: Mr. McGowan, Ms. Pestalozzi, Dr. Hales
Jeffrey’s Creek: Contracting is almost complete. We received an early work letter which will be sent to Steven’s
Institute to begin concept design following the completion of a QAPP.

Nellie Bennett Marsh Restoration: We received a NFWF grant for design and have chosen an engineering firm
to complete that work.

Forked River Beach: Three different shoreline projects are in various stages of completion. It is an ALS project
and would be worthwhile to have a presentation to the STAC.

STAC Updates: Mr. McGowan
Manuscript review policy: The Program Office will draft a policy to circulate through the STAC and then send
to the AC for review and approval.

STAC workgroup updates: The Shellfish workgroup held a meeting after about a year hiatus. The next steps are
to determine priorities and start checking off low hanging fruit.

Monitoring Plan Workgroup: The environmental monitoring plan is being drafted, part of which involves
creating a monitoring web portal. An RFQ for a web designer type contract has been drafted and is in review.

CEC update: Ms. Walzer
Ms. Walzer welcomes Ms. Laboy as the new Co-Chair of the CEC.



The date for the Barnegat Bay Blitz is April 20-27 (Earth week). Please reach out if you know of a place that
needs a cleanup.

The grant from NJDEP for JFY is wrapping up. Four pilot projects have been completed in two municipalities
and two schools. Signs were ordered for the sites and two projects will have plant ID markers. The PPA project
that we funded for Barnegat Bay (BB Experience) is designing a website portal to provide educational programs
and 1s coming soon. The JFY conference was Sept 30 and was a success with 98 attendees.

Partner Updates: No partner updates.

Adjournment
Please review the Equity Strategy that was sent this morning and comments are encouraged.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 am.

Upcoming meetings:
STAC meeting: Dec. 14
TMDL meeting: Nov. 29



BarnecAT Bay
PARTNERSHIP

Advisory Committee Meeting
July 11t 2023; 9:00 am

Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Dr. Stan Hales, Co-Chair, BBP; Karen Greene, NMFS;
Jessie Murray, NMFS; Barbara Spinweber, USEPA,; Elizabeth Butler, USEPA; Lynette Lurig, NJDEP; Dr.
Swarna Muthukrishnan, COA; Dr. Steven Yergeau, RCE; Colleen Adams, OCC; Becky Laboy (on behalf of
Christine Raabe), OCSCD; Charles Caruso, Pinelands Preservation Alliance; Elizabeth Lacey, STAC Chair,
Stockton University; Kaitlin Gannon, CEC Co-Chair, JCNERR,; Virginia Rettig, Edwin B Forsythe NWR; Greg
Sakowicz, JCNERR and STAC Chair; Rob Karl and Will Ruocco, BTMUA,; Keith Marcoon, OCUA, Angela
Anderson, LBT; Tom Fote JCAA; Vicki Pecchioli, OCPD; David Steinman, USDA/NRCS.

Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Stan Hales, Nicole Petersen, Karen Walzer, Samantha Adamczyk, Emily
Olson

Guests: N/A

Welcome and Introductions: Dr. Hales
Dr. Hales called the meeting to order at 9:02 am.

Approval of May 9th, 2023 AC Meeting Minutes and July 11th Agenda: Dr. Hales
No additions or revisions were proposed for the current meeting’s agenda. Motion to approve the May meeting
minutes was made by Dr. Hales. All affirmed with thumbs up.

BBP Director’s Update: Dr. Hales

BBP Staffing:

Field Technicians: The Program Office is operating at minimal levels. A Field Technician has resigned for a
full-time job so the tech position will be reposted, as all who previously applied are no longer interested.

Program Scientist: An offer has been made to a prospective Program Scientist and will hopefully have a signed
contract soon.

Other positions: The job descriptions for the Development and Marketing Coordinator and Coastal
Sustainability Coordinator positions have been revised and a new search will hopefully be underway soon.

BIL Funding:
1) FFY2022 Plan: FFY2022 funding has been received and the majority of the projects are moving forward.

The stormwater grant funding is still on hold until the Program Scientist is on staff and EPA approves FFY23
BIL funds so that all funds can be combined into a single GFO.

An important need listed in the plan is to establish a DEI workgroup to address Justice 40 requirements in
regard to spending. The Advisory Committee approved two projects serving underserved groups through Title 1
schools. One is funded to the Pinelands Preservation Alliance and the other to OCC, both providing
considerable support along with some other OCC partners. The OCC DEI committee made a recommendation
to provide support for at least the project funded by OCC in partnership with BBP.



The new college president, Pamela Monaco, is interested in getting to know the Advisory Committee will be
invited to a program meeting in the future.

The DEI workgroup is looking for program partners, especially those who have connections to overburdened
communities, associations, schools, or individuals active in addressing issues in these communities, etc. The
intention is to have the first operational meeting in September. The committee will be self-directed and operate
in the same ways as the other committees within the partnership.

2) BIL Equity Strategy: The Equity Strategy was brought to a vote for approval to send to the Policy Committee
with the understanding that HQ will have further comments to address. Ms. Green motioned, Mr. Marcoon 2",

3) EFY2023 Plan: The FFY23 Bill plan was submitted to EPA and is moving forward with the approval
process. It was previously reviewed and approved by the Advisory Committee and the Policy Committee.

4) BIL 5-Year Strategy: The 5-Year Strategy was sent out in the first week of June. New commitments to
expenditures include riparian zone mapping in Years 4 and 5 and wetlands assessment/restoration. Ms. Lurig
motioned to approve the document, Mr. Karl 2",

5) NEP FY24 Workplan and Budget: The FY24 Workplan was approved at the last AC meeting and will be re-
sent for final review before submission to the Policy Committee. Much of the funding will be from excess
staffing budget. The intention is to send to the Policy Committee as soon as the other documents are revised
with Region 2’s input. Ms. Butler emphasized that the biggest priority for EPA is the Workplan and Budget to
be awarded before the end of the fiscal year. The second priority is the Equity Strategy, as it is approved by
headquarters. The last priorities are the BIL Workplan and the BIL 5-Year Strategy.

REP/DEP Update: Ms. Lurig in lieu of Ms. Cenno

Phase 1 of the Barnegat Bay TMDL has been drafted and three in person outreach sessions will be conducted in
the fall. Sessions will review the history of water quality projects in Barnegat Bay, modeling of the TMDL and
findings, and implementation of the required reductions. A planning committee will develop topics and logistics
for these sessions over the summer and comments are welcome. Additionally, the TMDL group would like to
have any findings or drafts for the Toms River and Cedar Creek/Forked River/Oyster Creek Watershed
Management Plans moving forward.

MACWA Update: Dr. Hales
The Jeffrey’s Creek project is in contracting. The Program Office has some funds in hand for the Nelly Bennett
marsh restoration project and has been invited to submit another proposal to support another phase.

STAC Updates: Mr. Sakowicz
Mr. Sakowicz reiterated that the Program Office is in the process of hiring a Program Scientist which will
support many of the functions of the STAC.

The marine mammal document has been created and reviewed by the STAC with the intention of it being
modified only for substantive changes. A motion was made for AC approval by Mr. Fote and 2" by Mr.
Yergeau. The motion passed, with Mr. Sakowicz and Dr. Muthukrishnan abstaining.

Mr. Caruso had no updates for the Stormwater working group.
CEC update: Ms. Walzer, Ms. Adamczyk

The CEC Retreat was held on June 28" at the Long Beach Township Field Station. 50 people attended, eight
being from outside the watershed. Thanks to Long Beach Field Station for hosting this successful event.



JFY stewardship certification projects at two municipalities and two schools are underway. Point Pleasant
borough is installing pollinator gardens in conjunction with the garden club. Pine Beach Borough is removing
invasive species in a small pocket park and installing native plants in an existing garden. Both boroughs are
working on other actions as part of the certification program. Schools and municipalities can apply via the JFY
website.

The JFY conference will be held on September 30" with the theme of Changing Climate, Changing Yards.
Guest speakers include Chris Obropta of Rutgers and Chris Miller of the NRCF Cape May Plant Materials
Center.

The Trash Free Waters Campaign received support from EPA HQ last year and continues with radio ads on
ODM and the Hawk and digital boat billboard ads.

The Paddle for the Edge survey window opened July 1% and eight sections of the bay have already been
paddled, including sections in the Stone Harbor area with Wetlands Institute. Registration has reached 90
people and has closed.

OCC and the Pinelands Preservation Alliance DEI projects are underway. PPA is working on a web portal for
schools in our watershed for outdoor experiences for K-12 students. OCC delivered raised bed and hydroponics
materials to participating schools which will pick back up in the fall.

The BBP Communication Plan is completed and undergoing formatting to look like the CCMP document. It is a
priority to get the basic plan and narrative out before the next Advisory Committee meeting.

Partner Updates:
Ms. Muthukrishnan shared a job announcement for a full time Community Science Program Coordinator at
COA which they would like to fill quickly.

Ms. Adams shared a presentation on the COASTAL project developed by the Ocean County Soil Conservation
District. It allows outside entities to receive funds from the Federal Farm Bill and dedicate them to a certain
region and certain aquaculture producers on the Atlantic coast to support farming for restoration practices. The
main goal is to build aquatic habitat, improve water quality, and to support the aquaculture industry.
Applications are due in the summer each year.

Ms. Pecchioli shared that the Cattus Island living shoreline restoration project is moving forward. A kickoff was
held last month with Collier’s Engineering and Dr. John Miller of the Steven’s Institute. Updates will be
conveyed as the project moves begins. The Pumpout boat program celebrated 25 years and was awarded two
grants from CVA and DEP for two new boats to be operated by Brick Township and Seaside Park. The boats
are expected in the upcoming winter or spring in time for the 2024 boating season.

Adjournment

Upcoming meetings:
- CEC meeting: end of August
- AC meeting: 12" of September
- STAC meeting: 12" of October

The meeting adjourned at 10:37am.
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