
 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership 
Communication and Education Committee Meeting  

Minutes of WebEx Meeting on February 22, 2023 

Attending CEC Members: Joel Mott (Co-Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup 
(BTMUA), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Angela 
Andersen (Long Beach Township), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff 
Liaison), Murray Rosenberg (Alternate Citizen Representative), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Peter 
Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Alternate), Becky Laboy (OCSCD)  

Absent CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Chelsea Kulp 
(NJ American Water), George Murnyak (Citizen Representative) 

Attending Guests: Bailey Sanders (Barnegat Bay Watershed Ambassador)  

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales (BBP Director) 

Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m., followed by introductions. 
 
Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made by Ms. Lurig to approve the October 26, 2022 and December 14, 2022 
meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Mott and approved by attending members.  
 
CEC Professional Development Day 
There was a brief discussion about the upcoming CEC Professional Development Day on 
February 24, 2023. The activities will include a van tour of Great Bay Boulevard led by Terry 
O’Leary and a tour of the Rutgers Marine Field Station led by Roland Hagen. Eleven people 
have registered to attend.  
 
Education and Outreach Retreat Planning 
The CEC subcommittee planning the 2023 Education and Outreach Retreat held a meeting on 
January 30th.  The committee discussed possible activities and speakers that fit with the theme of 
climate change education, and selected the date. The Retreat will be on Wednesday, June 28th 
from 10 am to 3 pm at the Long Beach Township Marine Field Station. The committee discussed 



 

possible activities at the field station (aquaculture tanks, terrapin hatchery, upwellers) as well as 
a possible visit to Clam Cove Reserve or the Forsythe Refuge at Holgate. At the next meeting, 
the subcommittee will discuss speakers and set the agenda. 
 
BBP Outreach Report 
The BBP office moved back to its previous location on campus, which is now the OCC 
Conference Center (building #10), on January 12, 2023. The BBP has an opportunity to work 
with the college to add exhibits to the Conference Center about the Barnegat Bay watershed. Mr. 
Mott and Mr. Dalzell are interested in assisting with this effort. Mr. Rosenberg commented that 
the exhibits would promote connections with OCC students.  
 
Dr. Hales said that Kean/OCEAN is focusing on coastal sustainability issues and is interested in 
becoming a BBP partner. Ms. Andersen mentioned that NJ Clean Communities is now housed on 
Kean University’s main campus with its Urban Policy Institute. Tanara Hall, an Environmental 
Specialist with Ocean County Department of Solid Waste, is now the Clean Communities 
contact for Ocean County.  
 
The BBP will launch year two of its Barnegat Bay Trash Free Waters campaign this spring at the 
same time as the Barnegat Bay Blitz. The Blitz will be during Earth Week from April 15 to April 
22.  Mr. Claus suggested airing the TFW radio PSA on Lakewood stations, and Ms. Kondrup 
suggested advertising the campaign with the Lakewood Scoop. Mr. Mott suggested television 
advertising, e.g. on local cable stations.  
 
Dr. Hales announced that Diane Saukie (EPA Region 2) will be giving a presentation about 
remediation of the Ciba Geigy Superfund site at the next BBP STAC meeting on April 13th. 
CEC members are invited to attend. The EPA anticipates the release of the next five-year review 
report about the site prior to the meeting.  
 
At a recent NJ DOT/DEP Regional Sediment Management Plan meeting, Dr. Hales was asked 
about the possibility of expanding Paddle for the Edge to other watersheds. The first step will be 
identifying potential partners to manage the collection of data in areas outside of the Barnegat 
Bay watershed. Consistency of the data is an important consideration.  
 
The BBP and OCSCD continue to work with schools and municipalities enrolled in the Jersey-
Friendly Yards Certification Program, which is being funded by a grant from NJDEP. A third 
municipality, Brick Township, has enrolled in the Municipal Program. 
 
New Business 
While giving a presentation for the Beach Haven West Civic Association, Ms. Sanders was 
asked if there are any no-wake awareness programs. The CEC discussed ideas for how to 



 

improve no-wake education in the region. One suggestion was to make sure this topic is 
emphasized in the boating safety courses that New Jersey boaters are required to complete. Mr. 
Mott pointed out that signs and buoys are important awareness tools. No-wake education would 
also be an important component of “Don’t Harass the Seagrass” outreach.  
 
Ms. Andersen brought up the idea of developing a science-based data fact sheet for watershed 
educators to use when answering questions about the recent whale deaths along the Jersey shore. 
Dr. Hales offered to reach out to NOAA and others about sources of factual information that 
could be shared.  
    
Partner Updates 
 
BTMUA  
Ms. Kondrup is presenting a webinar, Deicers and the Environment, on February 22nd from 7:00 
to 8:00 pm, hosted by the Barnegat Bay Partnership. The webinar will be recorded. Ms. Kondrup 
is presenting to the 2nd through 5th grade classes at St. Dominic School about stormwater 
impacts on water resources; grades 4 through 5 will be introduced to climate change and BMPs 
that can mitigate the impacts of climate change on stormwater. She will be collaborating with 
Brick High School STEM students on sustainability projects. Ms. Kondrup is preparing for the 
Annual Metedeconk River Watershed Mascot and Slogan competition for Brick Schools. She 
will be holding a rain barrel workshop with Brick Township on April 22nd at Havens Bridge 
Farm in Brick. 
 
OCSCD 
Ms. Laboy announced the 2023 Environmental Educators Roundtable will be on April 19th at the 
Lighthouse Center in Waretown. Data collection is the theme for this year’s workshops.   
 
Long Beach Township 
Ms. Andersen is talking to the Tuckerton Seaport about adding narration about the NJ Bay Island 
Initiative during the boat trips to and from the Seaport to Beach Haven. The LBI Coastal 
Coalition is planning how to mesh calendars about what is happening on the island. The LBT 
Marine Field Station will have two interns starting in May. The NFWF grant-funded project for 
initial design of restoration work on five islands in the bay is underway.   
 
EPA Region 2 
There will be an EPA Region 2 meeting next week for all National Estuary Programs in the 
region, which will be attended by BBP program office staff. 
 



 

Ocean County Parks & Recreation 
The Lake Shenandoah Park visitor center will open on March 1st. Mr. Claus is scheduling 
Borrow a Naturalist programs at schools for this spring. 
 
NJ Pinelands Commission 
The Pinelands Short Course is on March 11th at Stockton University. The Summer Short Course 
will be on June 23rd and offer a combination of field and classroom programs.  
 
NJDEP 
Work has begun on the new sanitary sewer line at Island Beach State Park. Traffic is reduced to 
one lane in the work areas. In January, the DEP awarded $24.3 million in grants to local 
governments and non-profits through its Natural Climate Solutions Grant Program. The grants 
will fund projects that create, restore, and enhance New Jersey’s natural carbon sinks, such as 
salt marshes, seagrass beds, forests, urban parks and woodlands, and street trees.  
 
BBP Citizen Representative 
Mr. Rosenberg reported that he and George Murnyak will be talking to people at various events 
this spring to get their feedback about bay issues.  
 
RCTB  
The Shellfish in the Classroom program is back in schools this year. Fifth and sixth graders in 
Little Egg Harbor are participating in the program. RCTB is planning new tanks and other 
equipment for the upwellers.    
 
Adjournment: Following a motion to adjourn by Ms. Laboy, the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 
am.   
 
Next Meeting: April 26, 2023 
 



 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership 
Communication and Education Committee Meeting  

Minutes of WebEx Meeting on April 26, 2023 

Attending CEC Members: Joel Mott (Co-Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup 
(BTMUA), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Kelly 
Scott (IBSP), Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Karen 
Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), George Murnyak (Citizen Representative), Murray Rosenberg 
(Alternate Citizen Representative), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara 
Spinweber (USEPA Alternate), Becky Laboy (OCSCD)  

Absent CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water) 

Attending Guests: Sandra Lazzaro (Ocean County Tourism), Jenny Tomko (NJ Fish & 
Wildlife)  

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales (BBP Director) 

Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m., followed by introductions. 
 
Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made by Mr. Claus to approve the February 22, 2023 meeting minutes, seconded 
by Ms. Kondrup and approved by attending members.  
 
Education and Outreach Retreat Planning 
Ms. Walzer reported on the subcommittee’s plans for the Retreat, which will be on Wednesday, 
June 28th from 9:30 am to 3 pm at the Long Beach Township Marine Field Station. The keynote 
speaker will be Janice McDonnell, Rutgers University Youth STEM agent, who will talk about 
the NJ Climate Change Standards. Workshop sessions will be split between the Field Station and 
Clam Cove Reserve. The Field Station session will focus on oyster reef restoration, the NJ Bay 
Island Initiative, and terrapin hatchery. The Clam Cove session will focus on shoreline 
restoration, terrapin nesting, and climate change impacts. There will also be a brainstorming 
session about climate change education actions for the Barnegat Bay watershed, which will be 
led by Ms. Gannon and Jennifer Lengares of Jenkinson’s Aquarium. Registration will open soon.  



 

Science Hot Topics 
Marine Mortality Events: The BBP STAC has identified relevant information and resources 
about marine mortality events that the CEC can share with others.   
 
Living Shorelines: Ms. Andersen will be submitting a Letter of Intent to apply for a Restore 
America’s Estuaries (RAE) grant for living shoreline projects in Long Beach Township.  
Preliminary assessments for the projects are underway using National Fish and Wildlife (NFWF) 
funding awarded to the township. If chosen to submit a full proposal, she plans to incorporate 
education and outreach into it.  
 
BBP Outreach Report 
The Barnegat Bay Master Naturalist spring 2023 course has 12 enrollees so far. The dates are 
May 3 – June 23. This year’s course will be a combination of virtual presentations and field trips 
highlighting the habitats and wildlife of the bay and its watershed. After completing the training 
course, participants need to complete 40 hours of volunteer servi to become certified Master 
Naturalists.  
 
Barnegat Bay Blitz watershed-wide cleanups were held during Earth Week from April 15 to 
April 22. A total of 625 volunteers collected 740 bags of trash and 1.67 tons of debris in the 19 
watershed municipalities that participated. The BBP’s Trash-Free Waters campaign launched last 
year will continue in 2023. The campaign includes advertising on local radio stations, a digital 
billboard ad on “The Shore Board,” posters, and social media posts.  
 
The collection dates for this year’s Paddle for the Edge community science project is July 1 
through July 30.  The project is being expanded to two other coastal watersheds this year – Great 
Egg Harbor and Seven Mile Island (Cape May area) – through partnerships with the Great Egg 
Harbor Watershed Association and the Wetlands Institute. The data collected through Paddle for 
the Edge will be shared with the agencies working on the NJ DOT/DEP Regional Sediment 
Management Plan.  
 
The BBP and OCSCD continue to work with schools and municipalities enrolled in the Jersey-
Friendly Yards Certification Program, which is being funded by a grant from NJDEP. Two 
schools, Brick Township High School and Pinelands Regional High School, and two 
municipalities, Pine Beach and Point Pleasant Borough, are piloting the program and working on 
Jersey-Friendly projects that meet the certification standards.  
    
Partner Updates 
 
BTMUA  
Ms. Kondrup’s webinar on Deicers and the Environment held on February 22 can be viewed on 



 

the Watershed Institute’s You-Tube channel. Ms. Kondrup delivered a program to the 2nd 
through 5th grade classes at St. Dominic School about stormwater impacts on water resources; 
grades 4 through 5 were introduced to climate change and BMPs that can mitigate the impacts of 
climate change on stormwater. She provided feedback to Brick High School STEM students on 
their sustainability projects for the STEAM tank challenge. On May 9th, she will be presenting 
to the Pt. Pleasant Garden Club about water conservation techniques in the garden, with a 
concentration on Ollas. Ms. Kondrup will be holding a rain barrel workshop during the Brick 
Green Fair on May 20th at Havens Bridge Farms, and she is developing a schedule of in-person 
programs for the BTMUA’s 2023 Weekend at the Reservoir program. 
 
OCSCD 
Ms. Laboy reported on the results of the 2023 Environmental Educators Roundtable, held on 
April 19th at the Lighthouse Center in Waretown. The event offered six workshops and two field 
trips on the theme of data collection. Total attendance was about 100, which included 34 formal 
teachers (12 of them were first-time attendees). The keynote speaker was Christine Girtain, the 
NJ Education Association teacher of the year. Ms. Laboy invited CEC members to join the 
Roundtable Steering Committee being formed to help plan next year’s event.  
 
Ocean County Parks & Recreation 
Mr. Claus reported that the Borrow a Naturalist program is booked through May. He is working 
with Tanara Hall at the Ocean County Department of Solid Waste on getting wildlife-proof trash 
cans for Ocean County parks.  
 
NJ Pinelands Commission 
The Summer Short Course will be on June 23rd and offer a combination of field and classroom 
programs.  
 
OCVTS MATES 
Dr. Wnek reported that MATES students have been distributing bypass reduction devices. 
 
NJDEP 
Ms. Lurig said that Dr. Wnek responded when 32 diamondback terrapins fell down a storm drain 
on Long Beach Island. She commented that a lack of nesting areas is leading to more incidents 
like this one.  
 
Island Beach State Park 
Ms. Scott reported that the park is fully booked with school groups this spring.  The summer 
calendar is posted.  Upcoming events are Ocean Fun Day on May 20th and the Governor’s 
Fishing Tournament on May 21st.  Installation of the new sewer line in the park’s road is 
underway; there will be one-way traffic for 7 miles until Memorial Day. 



 

 
BBP Citizen Representative 
Mr. Rosenberg reported that both he and George Murnyak attended the OCSCD’s Roundtable 
event. They took the opportunity to talk to teachers and get feedback about the watershed’s 
environmental issues. Mr. Rosenberg suggested inviting teachers to be members of the CEC. He 
also attended the Coastal Resiliency conference at the Rutgers EcoComplex 
 
RCTB  
Mr. Dalzell reported that the Shellfish in the Classroom program is winding down for this school 
year, with over 600 students participating in the program. The 2023 schedule of upweller visits 
and summer programs is on the RCTB website. Some of the upweller equipment has been 
updated this year. 
 
NJ Fish & Wildlife 
Ms. Tomko reported that they have been exhibiting at outreach events. 
 
Adjournment: 11:00 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting: 
June 28: Education and Outreach Retreat  
August 23: Regular meeting 
 



 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership 
Communication and Education Committee Meeting  

Minutes of WebEx Meeting on August 23, 2023 

Attending CEC Members: Joel Mott (Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Kaitlin Gannon (JC 
NERR), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Karen 
Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Murray Rosenberg (Alternate Citizen Representative), Wes Dalzell 
(RCTB), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Alternate) 

Absent CEC Members: Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Angela Andersen (Long 
Beach Township), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), George Murnyak (Citizen 
Representative), Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water) 

Attending Guests: Sandra Lazzaro (Ocean County Tourism), Jenny Tomko (NJ Fish & 
Wildlife)  

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales (Director), Bailey Sanders (Stewardship Specialist) 

Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m., followed by introductions. 
 
Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made by Ms. Kondrup to approve the April 26, 2023 meeting minutes, seconded 
by Ms. Laboy and approved by attending members. The Education and Outreach Retreat was 
held on June 28th instead of the usual meeting.  
 
CEC Co-Chair 
CEC members thanked Ms. Gannon for chairing the committee over the past two years.  Mr. 
Mott is moving into the Chair position for the current term (July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025), and 
nominations are being accepted for the Co-Chair position. No nominations have been received as 
of the date of the meeting. 
 
Education and Outreach Retreat  
Ms. Gannon reported on the 2023 Retreat, which was held at the Long Beach Township Marine 
Field and Education Station on June 28th. 47 educators, both formal and informal, attended the 



 

event. Keynote speaker Janice McDonnell, Rutgers University Youth STEM agent, delivered a 
presentation about the NJ Climate Change Standards. She subsequently provided a pdf of her 
presentation and other useful resources, which were emailed to all attendees. Ideas and 
participant emails were captured on posters during the brainstorming session about climate 
change education actions for the Barnegat Bay watershed; the information on the posters will be 
sent to all attendees. Ms. Sanders reported the results of the Retreat evaluation form. The average 
rating on a scale from 1-10 for the event was 9.3; average ratings for the different sessions were 
9.4 for the keynote, 9.8 for the Field Station workshop (terrapin hatchery, oyster reef restoration, 
NJ Bay Islands Initiative), 9.4 for the Clam Cove workshop, and 8.8 for the facilitated discussion 
(Barnegat Bay Blueprint for Climate Change Education Actions).   
 
Barnegat Bay TMDL 
Dr. Hales informed the CEC that the NJDEP has completed a draft plan for a Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) for Barnegat Bay and is planning three or more events to roll it out. The 
first event will present the background information and justification for the plan in a public-
friendly format, and will likely be hosted by the BBP at Ocean County College sometime this 
fall. Another event will focus on the science supporting the plan. Several events targeting 
municipal officials are also being planned. Dates and locations for these events are still to be 
determined. 
 
BBP Outreach Report 
Dr. Hales updated the CEC on BBP staffing.  Andrew McGowan, who managed estuary science 
for the Delaware Center for the Inland Bays, has been hired as the BBP’s Program Scientist. The 
BBP is revising the descriptions of two new positions, Development and Marketing Coordinator 
and Coastal Sustainability Coordinator, before posting the openings again. 
 
Ms. Walzer provided an update on two projects targeting students in overburdened watershed 
communities. Raised beds and soil have been delivered to the six schools participating in Ocean 
County College’s “Barnegat Bay Watershed Healthy School Yards and Gardens” project. 
Pinelands Preservation Alliance’s subcontractor, Sparkman Media, is designing a website portal 
for its “Barnegat Bay Watershed Education Initiative” project.  
 
The Trash Free Waters campaign, “Barnegat Bay is worth more than one use,” is underway for 
the second summer season with paid radio ads on two Townsquare Media stations, a digital 
billboard ad on the Shore Board boat, and social media messaging. 
 
The BBP and OCSCD continue to assist two schools and two municipalities enrolled in the 
Jersey-Friendly Yards Certification Program with their projects. Brick Township High School 
has installed a native plant pollinator garden in its central courtyard. STEM students in Mr. 
Paxton’s class designed the garden to control a soil erosion problem caused by stormwater runoff 



 

from the school roof.  Pinelands Regional High School students will be installing interpretive 
signs about native flora and fauna on a nature trail through the former cranberry bogs on school 
property. Point Pleasant Borough replaced lawn with a pollinator garden at the municipal 
complex. Signage at the new garden educates residents about Jersey-Friendly landscaping 
practices for a healthy yard and healthy watershed. Pine Beach completed removal of invasive 
plant species at Pocket Park, a small neighborhood park on the Toms River, and will be installing 
additional native plant species to expand an existing native garden at the park. 
    
Partner Updates 
 
BTMUA  
Ms. Kondrup reported the winners of the BTMUA’s annual Metedeconk River Watershed 
Mascot and Slogan competition for Brick Schools. Both winners are from St. Dominic School 
with the winning mascot being Carson the Crab by third grader Joey Blake and the winning 
slogan, “Have a heart, do your part, keep the Metedeconk River safe,” by sixth grader Garret 
Jager.  

On May 9th, Ms. Kondrup presented water conservation techniques in the garden to the Pt. 
Pleasant Garden Club, which ended with a workshop on how to make an Olla. She exhibited at 
the Brick Green Fair on May 20th at Havens Bridge Farms, conducting a presentation on rain 
barrels and distributing 20 rain barrels that day. On July 13, 2023, she did a program for the 
Little Kettle Creekers, a day camp at Shore Acres Yacht Club in Brick, about non-point source 
pollution, followed by a trash cleanup on the Yacht Club property.  

The first workshop for the 2023 Weekend at the Reservoir program was Build an Olla for 
Watering the Garden on July 23rd with 20 attendees. The second workshop was Recycling and 
Composting for a Greener Home on August 5th with 29 attendees. At that workshop, the Ocean 
County Department of Solid Waste Management (OCDSWM) explained recycling in Ocean 
County and how to compost and vermicompost, and provided a free GeoBin composting bin and 
Stasher silicone re-usable bag for each participant. 

OCSCD 
Ms. Laboy invited CEC members to join a Steering Committee being formed to help plan next 
year’s Environmental Educators Roundtable. She has been assisting with the Jersey-Friendly 
Yards Certification Program project.  
 
JC NERR 
Ms. Gannon reported on this summer’s Teachers on the Estuary (TOTE) multi-day workshop, 
which included a session about the Jersey-Friendly Yards school certification program and a 
field trip to a RCTB upweller. The Rutgers Marine Field Station and JC NERR are having an 



 

open house on September 16, 2023. Registration is required to tour the field station. JC NERR 
will be hosting the annual meeting of the National Estuarine Research Reserves this fall. 
 
NJ Pinelands Commission 
Mr. Mott is looking for presenters for the 2024 Pinelands Short Course, particularly on the topic 
of climate change. The date will be March 9, 2024.  
 
OCVTS MATES 
Dr. Wnek reported that MATES students have been doing interactive programs for Terrapin 
Tuesdays at the LBT Field Station.  They are also distributing bio-catch reduction devices.  
Funding from a private entity will support derelict crab pot recovery by Stockton and the 
MATES students. 
 
BBP Citizen Representative 
Mr. Rosenberg reported that he did a presentation and beach field activity on coastal geologic 
processes for the 2023 Master Naturalist class. He will be doing a similar beach activity for 
middle school students during Clean Ocean Action’s fall student summit at Island Beach State 
Park. 
 
RCTB  
Mr. Dalzell reported that RCTB upwellers will be up and running soon. Work on the Mordecai 
living shoreline project is wrapping up. RCTB volunteers are now raising oyster spat on shell for 
oyster bags for the Little Egg Harbor and Parkertown living shoreline projects. An intern at 
RCTB has been measuring calcium carbonate and how it affects shell growth. A volunteer has 
cleaned up and rejuvenated the native plant garden next to the upweller at Traders Cove in Brick.  
 
Adjournment: 10:40 a.m. 
Next Meeting: October 25, 2023 
 



 

 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership 

Communication and Education Committee Meeting  

Minutes of WebEx Meeting on August 23, 2023 

Attending CEC Members: Joel Mott (Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Kaitlin Gannon (JC 

NERR), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Karen 

Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Murray Rosenberg (Alternate Citizen Representative), Wes Dalzell 

(RCTB), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Alternate) 

Absent CEC Members: Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Angela Andersen (Long 

Beach Township), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), George Murnyak (Citizen 

Representative), Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water) 

Attending Guests: Sandra Lazzaro (Ocean County Tourism), Jenny Tomko (NJ Fish & 

Wildlife)  

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales (Director), Bailey Sanders (Stewardship Specialist) 

Welcome and Introductions 

The meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m., followed by introductions. 

 

Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  

A motion was made by Ms. Kondrup to approve the April 26, 2023 meeting minutes, seconded 

by Ms. Laboy and approved by attending members. The Education and Outreach Retreat was 

held on June 28th instead of the usual meeting.  

 

CEC Co-Chair 

CEC members thanked Ms. Gannon for chairing the committee over the past two years.  Mr. 

Mott is moving into the Chair position for the current term (July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025), and 

nominations are being accepted for the Co-Chair position. No nominations have been received as 

of the date of the meeting. 

 

Education and Outreach Retreat  

Ms. Gannon reported on the 2023 Retreat, which was held at the Long Beach Township Marine 

Field and Education Station on June 28th. 47 educators, both formal and informal, attended the 



 

 

event. Keynote speaker Janice McDonnell, Rutgers University Youth STEM agent, delivered a 

presentation about the NJ Climate Change Standards. She subsequently provided a pdf of her 

presentation and other useful resources, which were emailed to all attendees. Ideas and 

participant emails were captured on posters during the brainstorming session about climate 

change education actions for the Barnegat Bay watershed; the information on the posters will be 

sent to all attendees. Ms. Sanders reported the results of the Retreat evaluation form. The average 

rating on a scale from 1-10 for the event was 9.3; average ratings for the different sessions were 

9.4 for the keynote, 9.8 for the Field Station workshop (terrapin hatchery, oyster reef restoration, 

NJ Bay Islands Initiative), 9.4 for the Clam Cove workshop, and 8.8 for the facilitated discussion 

(Barnegat Bay Blueprint for Climate Change Education Actions).   

 

Barnegat Bay TMDL 

Dr. Hales informed the CEC that the NJDEP has completed a draft plan for a Total Maximum 

Daily Load (TMDL) for Barnegat Bay and is planning three or more events to roll it out. The 

first event will present the background information and justification for the plan in a public-

friendly format, and will likely be hosted by the BBP at Ocean County College sometime this 

fall. Another event will focus on the science supporting the plan. Several events targeting 

municipal officials are also being planned. Dates and locations for these events are still to be 

determined. 

 

BBP Outreach Report 

Dr. Hales updated the CEC on BBP staffing.  Andrew McGowan, who managed estuary science 

for the Delaware Center for the Inland Bays, has been hired as the BBP’s Program Scientist. The 

BBP is revising the descriptions of two new positions, Development and Marketing Coordinator 

and Coastal Sustainability Coordinator, before posting the openings again. 

 

Ms. Walzer provided an update on two projects targeting students in overburdened watershed 

communities. Raised beds and soil have been delivered to the six schools participating in Ocean 

County College’s “Barnegat Bay Watershed Healthy School Yards and Gardens” project. 

Pinelands Preservation Alliance’s subcontractor, Sparkman Media, is designing a website portal 

for its “Barnegat Bay Watershed Education Initiative” project.  

 

The Trash Free Waters campaign, “Barnegat Bay is worth more than one use,” is underway for 

the second summer season with paid radio ads on two Townsquare Media stations, a digital 

billboard ad on the Shore Board boat, and social media messaging. 

 

The BBP and OCSCD continue to assist two schools and two municipalities enrolled in the 

Jersey-Friendly Yards Certification Program with their projects. Brick Township High School 

has installed a native plant pollinator garden in its central courtyard. STEM students in Mr. 

Paxton’s class designed the garden to control a soil erosion problem caused by stormwater runoff 



 

 

from the school roof.  Pinelands Regional High School students will be installing interpretive 

signs about native flora and fauna on a nature trail through the former cranberry bogs on school 

property. Point Pleasant Borough replaced lawn with a pollinator garden at the municipal 

complex. Signage at the new garden educates residents about Jersey-Friendly landscaping 

practices for a healthy yard and healthy watershed. Pine Beach completed removal of invasive 

plant species at Pocket Park, a small neighborhood park on the Toms River, and will be installing 

additional native plant species to expand an existing native garden at the park. 

    

Partner Updates 

 

BTMUA  

Ms. Kondrup reported the winners of the BTMUA’s annual Metedeconk River Watershed 

Mascot and Slogan competition for Brick Schools. Both winners are from St. Dominic School 

with the winning mascot being Carson the Crab by third grader Joey Blake and the winning 

slogan, “Have a heart, do your part, keep the Metedeconk River safe,” by sixth grader Garret 

Jager.  

On May 9th, Ms. Kondrup presented water conservation techniques in the garden to the Pt. 

Pleasant Garden Club, which ended with a workshop on how to make an Olla. She exhibited at 

the Brick Green Fair on May 20th at Havens Bridge Farms, conducting a presentation on rain 

barrels and distributing 20 rain barrels that day. On July 13, 2023, she did a program for the 

Little Kettle Creekers, a day camp at Shore Acres Yacht Club in Brick, about non-point source 

pollution, followed by a trash cleanup on the Yacht Club property.  

The first workshop for the 2023 Weekend at the Reservoir program was Build an Olla for 

Watering the Garden on July 23rd with 20 attendees. The second workshop was Recycling and 

Composting for a Greener Home on August 5th with 29 attendees. At that workshop, the Ocean 

County Department of Solid Waste Management (OCDSWM) explained recycling in Ocean 

County and how to compost and vermicompost, and provided a free GeoBin composting bin and 

Stasher silicone re-usable bag for each participant. 

OCSCD 

Ms. Laboy invited CEC members to join a Steering Committee being formed to help plan next 

year’s Environmental Educators Roundtable. She has been assisting with the Jersey-Friendly 

Yards Certification Program project.  

 

JC NERR 

Ms. Gannon reported on this summer’s Teachers on the Estuary (TOTE) multi-day workshop, 

which included a session about the Jersey-Friendly Yards school certification program and a 

field trip to a RCTB upweller. The Rutgers Marine Field Station and JC NERR are having an 



 

 

open house on September 16, 2023. Registration is required to tour the field station. JC NERR 

will be hosting the annual meeting of the National Estuarine Research Reserves this fall. 

 

NJ Pinelands Commission 

Mr. Mott is looking for presenters for the 2024 Pinelands Short Course, particularly on the topic 

of climate change. The date will be March 9, 2024.  

 

OCVTS MATES 

Dr. Wnek reported that MATES students have been doing interactive programs for Terrapin 

Tuesdays at the LBT Field Station.  They are also distributing bio-catch reduction devices.  

Funding from a private entity will support derelict crab pot recovery by Stockton and the 

MATES students. 

 

BBP Citizen Representative 

Mr. Rosenberg reported that he did a presentation and beach field activity on coastal geologic 

processes for the 2023 Master Naturalist class. He will be doing a similar beach activity for 

middle school students during Clean Ocean Action’s fall student summit at Island Beach State 

Park. 

 

RCTB  

Mr. Dalzell reported that RCTB upwellers will be up and running soon. Work on the Mordecai 

living shoreline project is wrapping up. RCTB volunteers are now raising oyster spat on shell for 

oyster bags for the Little Egg Harbor and Parkertown living shoreline projects. An intern at 

RCTB has been measuring calcium carbonate and how it affects shell growth. A volunteer has 

cleaned up and rejuvenated the native plant garden next to the upweller at Traders Cove in Brick.  

 

Adjournment: 10:40 a.m. 

Next Meeting: October 25, 2023 

 



 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership 
Communication and Education Committee Meeting  

Minutes of WebEx Meeting on August 23, 2023 

Attending CEC Members: Joel Mott (Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Kaitlin Gannon (JC 
NERR), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), 
George Murnyak (Citizen Representative), Murray Rosenberg (Alternate Citizen 
Representative), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Alternate) 

Absent CEC Members: Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Wes Dalzell (RCTB), Kelly Scott (IBSP), 
Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), 
Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water) 

Attending Guests: Toni Heater (NJDEP), Jenny Tomko (NJ Fish & Wildlife)  

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales (Director), Bailey Sanders (Stewardship Specialist) 

Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m., followed by introductions. 
 
Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
A motion was made by Ms. Kondrup to approve the August 23, 2023 meeting minutes, seconded 
by Ms. Lurig and approved by attending members.  
 
CEC Co-Chair 
CEC Chair Joel Mott welcomed Becky Laboy as the CEC Co-Chair for the current term through 
June 30, 2025. Becky submitted a self-nomination after the August meeting; no other 
nominations were received. The CEC approved Ms. Laboy as Co-Chair in a vote by email (11 
yes votes) prior to the October meeting.  
 
Barnegat Bay TMDL 
The BBP is hosting the first of three or more NJDEP sessions about the development of a 
nitrogen water quality standard to be achieved through a total maximum daily load (TMDL). The 
TMDL establishes the nonpoint source load reductions needed throughout the watershed to 
achieve the target nitrogen water quality standard in the bay. The first pubic session is scheduled 



 

for November 29th from 9 am to 12 pm in the Gateway building lecture hall at Ocean County 
College. NJDEP staff will present an overview of the development of the nitrogen water quality 
standard and the TMDL process. This session and subsequent ones will be informal open forums 
intended for public participation in advance of proposing the TMDL for formal public comment.  
 
BBP Outreach Report 
Ms. Walzer announced her retirement as Senior Outreach Coordinator, effective as of February 
1, 2024. The Outreach Coordinator opening should be posted on the Ocean County College 
website sometime in November and interviews conducted in December and/or January, with the 
goal of filling the position as soon as possible.   
 
Trash Free Waters: The Barnegat Bay Blitz will be during Earth week again in 2024; the dates 
are April 20-27. Volunteers will be needed to captain cleanups in municipalities throughout the 
watershed. The BBP continues to work with Ms. Lurig and Ms. Heater of NJDEP on planning 
this annual event. Ocean County Clean Communities, which generously provided supplies and 
other support for the Blitz in 2023, will be key partners again in 2024 along with NJ Clean 
Communities.  Another event being planned for Earth week 2024 is Ocean County College’s 
“Garbage to Art” contest. OCC students will be invited to submit works of art made from litter; 
the art will be displayed on campus and judged for prizes.    
 
Education projects: Pinelands Preservation Alliance’s subcontractor, Sparkman Media, has 
been designing a website portal for PPA’s “Barnegat Bay Watershed Education Initiative” 
project. Some initial website design options sent by PPA to BBP for review were presented at the 
meeting for CEC feedback. Questions from CEC members included who would receive program 
requests, PPA or program providers, and how fees for programs and transportation costs would 
be handled.   
 
Jersey-Friendly Yards: The annual Jersey-Friendly Yards conference was held at Ocean 
County College on September 29th from 9 am to 2 pm. The conference theme was Changing 
Climate, Changing Yards. Dr. Chris Obropta of the Rutgers Water Program delivered a 
presentation about rain gardens for a climate-ready yard, and Chris Miller of the NRCS Plant 
Materials Center in Cape May spoke about sustainable landscaping for a future climate. The 
conference included exhibitors and a native plant sale. A total of 98 people attended the event. 
 
The two municipalities (Point Pleasant and Pine Beach Boroughs) and two schools (Brick High 
School and Pinelands Regional High School) that participated in pilot projects for the NJDEP-
grant funded Jersey-Friendly Yards Stewardship Certification Program are installing information 
signs about their projects. Point Pleasant Borough has already installed a main sign as well as 
plant identification markers in the Pollinator Point garden at the municipal complex. Signs for 
the other three projects recently arrived at the BBP office and will be delivered soon to the other 



 

pilot project participants. Pine Beach Borough will be installing a sign explaining their invasive 
plant removal project at Pocket Park, as well as plant identification markers for the native plants 
added there. At Brick High school, students will install a main sign explaining their erosion 
control garden project, and smaller signs with details about each of the native plant species in the 
garden. Pinelands Regional High School’s project is the creation of a nature trail with 17 
interpretive signs about the habitats and wildlife of the former cranberry bogs on the school 
property. Students will be installing these signs as well as a main sign about the project. 
    
Partner Updates 
 
JC NERR 
Ms. Gannon reported that she attended the Mid-Atlantic Marine Debris Action Plan meeting in 
Atlantic City; there was a discussion at the meeting about revising some of the targets in the 
plan. JC NERR will be hosting the annual National Estuarine Research Reserves meeting on 
November 12- 16 at the Seaview hotel in Galloway Township.  
 
BTMUA  
The last Weekend at the Reservoir event for the year was a rain barrel workshop on September 
16th. Twenty-seven people attended with thirty rain barrels being distributed. On September 22, 
2023, Ms. Kondrup presented at the Ocean County Department of Solid Waste Management’s 
Clean Communities meeting about the origins of mon-point source pollution and marine debris 
and its impacts. BTMUA is working on information about deicers to be provided to private snow 
removal and property management companies; it will concentrate on the environmental impacts 
of deicers on the environment and suggestions on ways to reduce these impacts. 

NJ Fish & Wildlife 
Ms. Tomko reported on Bureau of Marine Habitat and Shellfisheries outreach activities. They 
have been receiving requests for school programs and exhibiting at outreach events. A new video 
about shell recycling has been posted on social media.  

NJDEP 
Ms. Lurig reported there will be a NJDEP day of service on November 27th at the old 
superintendent’s house at Island Beach State Park.  

OCSCD 
Ms. Laboy reported she is working on a proposal for the EPA Environmental Education grant 
opportunity. The topic of the proposal is a series of professional development programs about 
climate change to be delivered at the Lighthouse Center in Waretown. 
 
NJ Pinelands Commission 
The 2024 Pinelands Short Course will be on March 9th and the 2024 Summer Short Course on 



 

June 28th. Mr. Mott will be delivering a “Pine Barrens to Pinelands” presentation at the Stafford 
Library on November 9th. 
 
BBP Citizen Representative 
Mr. Rosenberg reported that he led a beach profile activity for middle school students during 
Clean Ocean Action’s fall student summit at Island Beach State Park. Students learned about 
coastal geology and sea level rise impacts during the activity. 
 
Adjournment: 10:30 a.m. 
Next Meeting: December 13, 2023 
 



 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership 
Communication and Education Committee Meeting  

Minutes of WebEx Meeting on December 13, 2023 

Attending CEC Members: Joel Mott (Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Becky Laboy (Co-
Chair, OCSCD), Kaitlin Gannon (JC NERR), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Karen Walzer (BBP 
Staff Liaison), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Alternate), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Wes Dalzell 
(RCTB), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation) 

Absent CEC Members: Kelly Scott (IBSP), Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chelsea 
Kulp (NJ American Water), George Murnyak (Citizen Representative), Murray Rosenberg 
(Alternate Citizen Representative), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP) 

Attending Guests: Caroline McFarland (NJ Watershed Ambassador for Barnegat Bay), Toni 
Heater (NJDEP), Jenny Tomko (NJ Fish & Wildlife), Carleton Montgomery (PPA), Allison 
Hartman (PPA), Andy Giles (PPA)  

BBP Staff in Attendance: Bailey Sanders (Stewardship Specialist) 

Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m., followed by introductions. 
 
Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
The October 25, 2023 meeting minutes were approved by attending members.  
 
Barnegat Bay Watershed Education Initiative 
Carleton Montgomery, Executive Director of Pinelands Preservation Alliance (PPA) and 
Pinelands Adventure staff Andy Giles and Allison Hartman updated the CEC on the status of the 
Barnegat Bay Watershed Education project. PPA invited several field program providers in the 
watershed to a virtual meeting in November to introduce the initiative and get their feedback. 
Following the meeting, PPA sent a spreadsheet to collect details about their programs for 
inclusion on the initiative website, which is currently under development. CEC members 
suggested other potential providers, including the FREC, Tuckerton Seaport, Island Beach and 
Double Trouble State Parks, and Whitesbog Preservation Trust. Ms. Hartman is the contact for 
any interested providers.  



 

 
In response to questions about the initiative’s online program request form, Mr. Montgomery 
explained that when a school or other group submits the form, the information will go directly to 
the provider for scheduling and also to PPA for data collection and assessment purposes. The 
curriculum guide is still being developed. It will be structured around the CCMP and offer 
lessons and additional resources to educators. PPA anticipates a mid-February launch date of the 
website.  
 
Education & Outreach Retreat 
The CEC discussed planning for the 2024 Education and Outreach Retreat. Suggestions included 
selecting a date when formal teachers can attend, informing attendees on science and research 
topics, offering a combination of indoor and outdoor sessions, connecting resources to the NJ 
Learning Standards, and introducing attendees to the PPA’s Barnegat Bay Watershed Experience 
website. A date at the end of June was discussed. Ms. Gannon commented that the week of June 
24th is already a busy one for professional development opportunities for teaches. The end of 
August was also mentioned as a possible timeframe for the event. The Forest Resource 
Education Center was suggested as a possible location; however, access to the entire property is 
limited due to a bridge replacement project.  
 
Barnegat Bay Blitz 
Ms. Sanders reported on plans for the 2024 Blitz, which is scheduled during Earth Week on 
April 20-27. The BBP is partnering with NJDEP and Ocean County Clean Communities (OCCC) 
on the Blitz. The goal is to have a clean-up in each municipality in the watershed, and 
recruitment of clean-up captains and locations has already begun. Each captain will be sent a 
folder with information, including the contact information for the Clean Communities 
coordinator in the town where the clean-up will be held. Clean-up supplies will be available 
either from a town’s CC coordinator or directly from OCCC for smaller towns. 
 
CEC Collaboration 
The CEC discussed ways to better track partners’ education and outreach efforts in support of the 
objectives and actions of the 2021 Communication Plan. Mr. Mott and Ms Laboy suggested CEC 
members use a spreadsheet to record information about their outreach programs and workshops. 
Ms. Sanders offered to create a spreadsheet that everyone can use.  
    
Partner Updates 
 
ReClam the Bay 
Mr. Dalzell reported that 800 students participated in Shellfish in the Classroom during the first 
half of the 2023-2024 school year, and classes are already being scheduled for January and 
February. ReClam the Bay volunteers raised thousands of shellfish this past year, including 4100 



 

as part of a surf clam experiment. The oysters they raise are used in living shoreline projects, 
such as at Mordecai Island and at sites in Parkertown and Little Egg Harbor. 
 
BTMUA 
Ms. Kondrup reported the MUA is exploring the possibility of partnering with the Ocean County 
and Camden County Soil Conservation districts and the South Jersey Resource Conservation and 
Development Council to apply storm basin retrofit techniques they developed to the MUA’s 
upcoming basin retrofit project in Howell. The MUA’s Road Salt project is moving forward with 
outreach and education about deicers for the private sector. The MUA is close to completing a 
manual about road salt use BMPs, and will be coordinating with township DPWs within the 
Metedeconk River Watershed on how to implement these BMPs. Ms. Kondrup is also planning 
programs and workshops for 2024. 
 
JC NERR 
Ms. Gannon reported on the National Estuarine Research Reserves meeting hosted by JC NERR 
on November 12- 16 at the Seaview hotel in Galloway Township. Mr. Mott led a Pine Barrens 
field trip for the attendees. There will be a JC NERR training in February for volunteers for their 
eel monitoring project. Ms. Gannon is also planning programs for the winter/spring of 2024.  
 
NJ Fish & Wildlife 
Ms. Tomko reported that Marine Resources has been enhancing exhibits they use when 
participating in events. 
 
Ocean County Park 
Mr. Claus reported that the park has hired someone to staff the new Visitor Center at Lake 
Shenandoah. Partners are welcome to send him literature for the center. He is also scheduling 
Borrow a Naturalist programs for the spring.  
 
NJ Watershed Ambassador 
Ms. McFarland reported that she has done 26 presentations so far since starting her term of 
service in September.  
  
OCSCD 
Ms. Laboy reported she will be going on a medical leave in December/January, returning the 
beginning of February. She is planning the next Roundtable steering committee meeting for 
some time in February. The 2024 Roundtable date will likely be April 17th, and she asked that 
everyone save the date. 
 



 

NJ Pinelands Commission 
Registration for the 2024 Pinelands Short Course will open in the first week of January. The 
event will be held at Stockton University on March 9th. 
 
Adjournment: 11:00 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting: February 28, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
2024 Meeting Dates:  February 28, April 24, June 26, August 28, October 23, December 18 
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