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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on February 23, 2022

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Joel Mott (Co-chair, NJ
Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP
Staff Liaison), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA
Alternate), Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), George Murnyak (BBP Citizen
Representative), Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks and Recreation), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS)

Attending Guests: Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore Style), Charles Johnson (Pineland
Adventures), Toni Heater (NJDEP), Jenny Tomko (NJ Bureau of Marine Fisheries), Marissa
Mascaro (Barnegat Bay Watershed Ambassador), Dr. Henry Jackson (OCC), Lincoln Simmons
(OCC), Omara Cardoza (Kean/Ocean)

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales, Martha Maxwell-Doyle

Absent CEC Members: Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Kelly
Scott (IBSP), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of October 27th Meeting Minutes
Ms. Kondrup motioned to approve the December 2021 minutes, seconded by Mr. Claus,
approved by members with an abstention by Dr. Wnek.

Education and Outreach Retreat 2022

The CEC discussed combining the Retreat with the State of the Bay conference and having joint
presentations by scientists and educators on the eight ecosystem targets in the CCMP. The BBP
will be able to reserve space for an in-person conference at Ocean County College. There was a
discussion about making it a hybrid event with a virtual attendance option. Various options for
offering field trips were also discussed. Ms. Gannon suggested a day of virtual talks followed by
a choice of field trips the next day.



Communication and Education Grant Program

There was a discussion about the CEC grant program. There was a delay in issuing the next grant
funding opportunity (GFO) pending the completion of the 2021 CCMP and Communication
Plan. Dr. Hales informed the CEC that the $30,000 in funds designated for the grant program
must be expended by June 30, 2023 unless an extension to the EPA grant can be obtained. With
the GFO selection process and the 18-month grant period, there will not be enough time to
complete the grant program without an extension. The CEC discussed other options for how to
expend the funds. Ms. Spinweber pointed out that the Advisory Committee would need to
approve either an extension of the grant or an alternative use of the funds.

Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind Funding

The CEC continued a discussion started during the December, 2021 meeting about potential
outreach projects to support with funding provided by the Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind
company. Atlantic Shores has committed $50,000 each year over a three-year period to the BBP
for communication and outreach purposes. Dr. Hales emphasized that the BBP is looking to use
the Atlantic Shores funding for long-term projects with multiple partners. Dr. Jackson updated
the CEC on his efforts to contact local schools about a potential hydroponics/aquaponics project.
Both Central Regional High School and Ocean Gate Elementary have expressed interest in the
opportunity. Ms. Gannon suggested setting up a CEC workgroup to consider the project ideas.

Jersey-Friendly Yards Stewardship Certification Program

Ms. Laboy provided a summary of the JFY School Certification Program. The program is based
on the eight steps to a Jersey-Friendly Yard with age-appropriate lessons on each step and a
culminating schoolyard project that incorporates what the students have learned.

Partner Updates and New Business

OCSCD
Ms. Laboy said that registration is open for the 25" annual Environmental Educators Roundtable
and asked the CEC to help promote it.

Ocean County Parks and Recreation
Mr. Claus continues to deliver “Borrow a Naturalist” programs at schools and “Pelts in the
Parks” programs at Ocean County Park.

Jersey Shore Style
Ms. Thompson inquired about future CEC Professional Development Days. Ms. Gannon
suggested CEC members record their ideas using Padlet.




Long Beach Township
Ms. Andersen informed the CEC about programming and partnering opportunities at the
township’s Marine Field Station.

NJDEP

Ms. Lurig announced two workshops happening at the Forest Resource Education Center during
the 2022 Barnegat Bay Blitz, which is from June 3™ through June 11, Marissa Mascaro, the
Barnegat Bay watershed ambassador, will be conducting a rain barrel workshop on June 4. On
June 7" at 4:30 p.m., there will a Project WET workshop about Climate, Water and Resiliency.

JC NERR

Ms. Gannon reported that the JC NERR’s community science eel monitoring project is
underway. Volunteers have been making eel “mops,” which are collectors made from shredded
rope. The collectors will be placed in waterways during a pilot project starting in April. She is
also planning the educational programs for 2022.

BTMUA

Ms. Kondrup reported that the BTMUA will be conducting its Brick Schools competition this
year for a new Metedeconk River Watershed mascot, slogan and logo after a brief hiatus due to
the pandemic. The competition will begin March 21 and end April 22, with the winners to be
announced the week of April 25th. On March 22, Ms. Kondrup will be conducting a Project Wet
workshop at Georgian Court University for Dr. Claire Gallagher’s Science & Technology in the
Inclusive Elementary & Special Education class. BTMUA has also been assisting Brick with its
recertification application with Sustainable Jersey.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on April 27, 2022

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA),
Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara
Spinweber (USEPA Alternate), George Murnyak (BBP Citizen Representative), Chris Claus
(Ocean Co. Parks and Recreation), Kelly Scott (IBSP),

Attending Guests: Carleton Montgomery (PPA), Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore Style), Toni
Heater (NJDEP), Dr. Henry Jackson (OCC), Murray Rosenberg (Alternate Citizen
Representative), Pam Falcone

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales, Martha Maxwell-Doyle

Absent CEC Members: Joel Mott (Co-chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Dr. John Wnek
(OCVTS), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp
(NJ American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of February Meeting Minutes
The CEC approved the February 23, 2022 minutes.

Outreach Project Proposals

Carleton Montgomery, Executive Director of Pinelands Preservation Alliance, presented an
overview of a PPA proposal for a Barnegat Bay watershed education initiative. The initiative
aims to grow the capacity of the environmental education community to provide middle and high
school age youth in the watershed with guided, low-impact, nature-based experiences that
develop outdoor exploration skills and knowledge and appreciation of the watershed in which
they live. PPA proposes acting as the facilitator of the project, with Dr. Henry Jackson, Director
of Academic Success at Ocean County College, assisting PPA with contacts at schools
throughout Ocean County.



Ms. Gannon suggested collecting preliminary information from teachers to inform the project,
and also suggested including funding for teacher support and professional development as part of
the proposal. Ms. Heater mentioned Project WET workshops, including one on climate change,
as resources for professional development. Mr. Rosenberg suggested engaging community
volunteers involved in informal education, such as Barnegat Bay Master Naturalists and Rutgers
Environmental Stewards, in the project. Ms. Thompson made the point that there are
opportunities to explore nature within schoolyards and local neighborhoods without the need to
travel.

There was a discussion about potential funding sources for the proposed project — BIL funding
through EPA, Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind funding, and CEC funds originally designated for
the grant program. EPA requires at least 40% of the BIL funds to be used in underserved
communities. Mr. Montgomery said existing mapping of overburdened communities (such as on
the EPA, NJDEP, and USDA sites) is useful as a guide but not the only sources of information
for identifying EJ communities. He emphasized the importance of building relationships with
communities and that trust is important.

Barnegat Bay Trash Free Waters Campaign

CEC members provided feedback about a draft poster for the new campaign. They recommended
reducing the amount of text and finding more local photos for the Care for the Bay section. Mr.
Claus suggested designing a second version of the poster for inland watershed communities and
a Spanish language version.

Action: Ms. Walzer will share the feedback with EPA and CauseWay.

Partner Updates and New Business

Island Beach State Park

Ms. Scott informed about two events at the park in May — May Day and Pet Expo on May 7" and
Ocean Fun Day on May 21%. She also said that Virginia Rettig (US Fish & Wildlife, Forsythe
Refuge) is spearheading a new LBI Conservation Coalition, and that partners are welcome to
join.

Ocean County Parks and Recreation
Mr. Claus announced that OCPR will be exhibiting at the Ocean County Fair in July, and that
space is available for partners interested in exhibiting at the fair.

Jersey Shore Style
Ms. Thompson asked for suggestions about future CEC Professional Development Days.




BBP Citizen Representative

Mr. Murnyak reported that he attended the Kean/Ocean research day and found the panel
discussion about coastal management issues to be very interesting and informative. Mr.
Rosenberg asked CEC members for suggestions about events the Citizen Reps can attend to get
public feedback about bay issues.

Pam Falcone

Ms. Falcone thanked the CEC for the opportunity to participate in the meeting. She instructs
psychology courses at Ocean County College and has directed students with environmental
interests to the BBP for volunteer opportunities. Ms. Falcone expressed her thoughts about the
importance of outdoor experiences in science education.

NJDEP

Ms. Lurig reported the Governor’s Fishing Tournament at Island Beach State Park will be on
May 15", Ms. Heater reminded members about the June 4™ Rain Barrel workshop and June 7%
Project WET Climate Resiliency workshop, both being held at the Forest Resource Education
Center in Jackson.

JC NERR

Ms. Gannon reported on an expansion of the JC NERR building. The outdoor screened-in porch
is being reconfigured into breakout rooms, which will expand the capacity of the existing
meeting/class room.

BTMUA

Ms. Kondrup reported on the BTMUA'’s Brick Schools competition for a new Metedeconk River
Watershed mascot, slogan and logo. Judging of the entries and selection of the winner will be
completed by the end of the week. On March 22, Ms. Kondrup conducted a Project Wet
workshop at Georgian Court University for Dr. Claire Gallagher’s Science & Technology in the
Inclusive Elementary & Special Education class. In March and April, she presented to several
elementary school classes in Brick on watershed topics, including non-point sources of pollution
and its impacts on drinking water.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on June 22, 2022

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Joel Mott (Co-Chair, NJ
Pinelands Commission), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Peter
Brandt (USEPA), Murray Rosenberg (Alternate Citizen Representative)

Absent CEC Members: Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Kelly Scott
(IBSP), Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Chelsea Kulp (NJ
American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Chris Claus (Ocean
County Parks and Recreation)

Attending Guests: Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore Style), Toni Heater (NJDEP), Dr. Angel
Camilo (OCC), Lincoln Simmons (OCC)

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of April 2022 Meeting Minutes

Mr. Rosenberg noted a missing word, “travel,” at the end of the first paragraph on the second
page of the April 27, 2022 minutes. Without a quorum at the meeting, approval of the minutes is
tabled until the August meeting.

Outreach Project Proposals
The CEC members commented on three outreach project proposals under consideration by the
BBP.

Ocean County College Proposal

OCC’s Healthy School Yard and Garden project will offer activities to students in the watershed
that focus on environmentally healthy school yards and gardens. Students will complete lessons
and hands-on activities that will be used to inform students’ development and installation of



raised gardens on their school grounds. The project is designed to help students learn that
sustainable agriculture and human health both depend on clean water, clean air, healthy soils,

and thriving ecosystems. CEC comments on this proposal included the following: OCC should
obtain letters of commitment from the participating schools, it’s important to get the commitment
of school grounds crews to maintain the planted areas, and the costs of maintaining the program
in the future should be considered.

Pinelands Preservation Alliance Proposal

The PPA proposes a Barnegat Bay watershed education initiative that will provide middle and
high school age youth in the watershed with guided, low-impact, nature-based experiences to
develop outdoor exploration skills and knowledge and appreciation of the watershed in which
they live. The CEC requested additional information about transportation, program, and food
costs associated with the trips; participating partners and commitments from them; and how the
initiative will be sustained over time. The need for some match from PPA was also discussed.

Projects for Environmental Knowledge and Health Proposal

PEKHA'’s proposes a project in which students, teachers, partners, and other collaborators come
together to focus on selected, critical contaminants (lead and PFAS) that have an impact on water
quality with potential implications for human health and the health of Barnegat Bay watershed.
The CEC discussed how it would be difficult and expensive for high school students to test for
PFAS according to protocols, and advised not including PFAS testing in the proposal. The CEC
suggested focusing instead on the portion of the project about lead in drinking water, while
recognizing that more information would be needed about how this would work as a student
citizen science project. Mr. Mott suggested they look at the World Water Monitoring Challenge,
a community science program with simple tests of water quality and online reporting of the data
collected.

Trash Free Waters Campaign

The CEC was updated on the materials developed by The Cause Way Agency, an EPA
marketing subcontractor, for the campaign: a 30-second radio PSA, poster, and social media
messages. The campaign will be launched prior to the July 4™ weekend.

Barnegat Bay Blit; and Rain Barrel Challenge

2022 Blitz volunteers removed 172 bags of trash and 67 tons of construction and household
debris from the watershed. Ms. Heater and Ms. Lurig shared that the NJDEP has established a
“day of service” program in which DEP employees can assist with projects on one day each
quarter. The 2022 Blitz was one of the options for the first day of service. Mr. Rosenberg
participated in the Blitz cleanup of Great Bay Boulevard in Little Egg Harbor, and he
commented that more frequent cleanups are needed.



The winners of the Rain Barrel Challenge, students in the Sustainability Club at Veterans
Memorial Middle School in Brick, toured the bay on the Ocean County Park System’s pontoon
boat as part of their prize. In addition to the tour, they went on a nature walk with Nicole
Vernacchio, Cattus Island County Park naturalist, and participated in a seining activity with BBP
field technicians. The winning students were also treated to a reception at Veolia’s office in
Toms River, where the barrel is on display for the summer.

Jersey-Friendly Yards Certification Program

Ms. Walzer provided an overview of the new Jersey-Friendly Yards Certification Program
developed by the BBP with a grant from NJDEP, and requested the CEC’s help with spreading
the word about the new program. There are three certification programs, one each for residents,
schools, and municipalities.

Partner Updates and New Business

Jersey Shore Style

Ms. Thompson asked for suggestions for the next CEC Professional Development Day. Ms.
Heater suggested the Forest Resource Education Center (FREC) and offered to contact the FREC
about it.

NJ Pinelands Commission
Mr. Mott shared that the Summer Short Course will be on July 21" at the Stockton facility in
Hammonton, and will include both programs and field trips.

JC NERR

Ms. Gannon reported that JC NERR has three interns for the summer through a Rutgers program.
Planning is underway for summer nature programs as well as for TOTE, the annual “Teachers on
the Estuary” professional development workshop for teachers. The dates for this year’s TOTE is
August 10-12. Ms. Gannon is on the planning committee for the Mid-Atlantic Climate Change
Education Convening (www.maccec.org), which will be on July 26™.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:11 a.m.


http://www.maccec.org/
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on August 24, 2022

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Joel Mott (Co-Chair, NJ
Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Kelly Scott (IBSP),
Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks and Recreation), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Peter
Brandt (USEPA),

Absent CEC Members: Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township),
Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB),
Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), George Murnyak (Citizen Representative)

Attending Guests: Toni Heater (NJDEP), Sandra Lazzaro (Ocean County Tourism), Barbara
Spinweber (EPA)

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of April and June 2022 Meeting Minutes

The April 27, 2022 minutes were approved with one correction (addition of the word “travel”)
and June 22, 2022 minutes were approved with one correction (addition of Chris Claus to the
Absent Members list).

Outreach Project Proposals

Dr. Stan Hales provided a brief summary of the status of three outreach project proposals under
consideration: 1) Ocean County College (OCC): Healthy School Yard and Gardens, 2)
Pinelands Preservation Alliance (PPA): Barnegat Bay Watershed Education Initiative, and 3)
Projects for Environmental Knowledge & Health (PEHKA): Water Smart.

Mr. Claus suggested contacting a teacher at Intermediate South in Toms River, Cherri Worth,
about participating in the OCC project. Regarding the PEHKA’s proposal, Mr. Brandt suggested



reaching out to Jersey Water Works for assistance. There were no new comments on the PPA
proposal. CEC members agreed that the next step is to see the full proposals before voting on
whether or not to approve the expenditure of CEC grant funds and/or Atlantic Shores wind
funding on them.

BBP Outreach Report

Dr. Hales reported that BBP is developing a new position for a Development and
Communications Coordinator. The position’s duties will focus on marketing, fundraising, and
communication.

The BBP’s Trash Free Waters campaign is underway. The radio PSA has aired on WOBM and
The Hawk, posters were distributed, and social media messages posted. Additionally, a digital
campaign ad will be shown on The Shore Board, an advertising boat that runs along the ocean
shoreline in Ocean and Monmouth counties. The ad will be shown for two weeks along a
targeted section of shoreline from Chadwick Beach to Seaside Park. Ms. Lazzaro offered to
promote the campaign; Ms. Walzer will send her campaign graphics.

The State of the Bay conference will be held on September 29" from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at
Ocean County College. It will be a hybrid public event with an option to attend virtually.

Partner Updates and New Business
Ocean County Parks & Recreation

Mr. Claus reported on an upcoming series of programs for Toms River school district students at
the Save Barnegat Bay EcoCenter.

NJDEP

Ms. Heater informed about a Project WET workshop recently held at the Save Barnegat Bay
EcoCenter and a Project WET Climate Change workshop coming up in Toms River. Ms. Lurig
said volunteers are needed tomorrow to help install a wooden sign at the Sedge Marine
Conservation Zone.

NJ Pinelands Commission
Mr. Mott announced the NJPC is hosting a moth night on September 21%. In October there will
be a program about fungi and in November, one about invasive species.

Island Beach State Park

Ms. Scott reported on the following upcoming events at the park: Beach Plum Festival on
September 11%, Beach Buggy Association kids fishing tournament on September 17", Barkfest
on October 8™, and Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweeps on October 22", Permits are being




finalized for a living shoreline project at A15. The sewer line project should get underway
sometime next year.

Ocean County Tourism

Ms. Lazzaro informed that it was a busy tourism season with visitors coming from all over the
country. The county has a new website, oceancountytourism.com; items can be submitted to the
website’s calendar.

JC NERR

There will be an Open House at the Rutgers Marine Field Station and JC NERR on September
17", Ms. Gannon attended the Mid-Atlantic Climate Change Education forum held in July, and
reported there was a sense of urgency for action. She will share a compilation of the discussions
at the forum.

BTMUA

Ms. Kondrup announced the winners of their mascot and slogan competition in Brick schools:
mascot — Mr. Bubbles (turtle) by Taryn Radsniak, 3rd grade, St Dominic School, and

slogan — “Clear water starts with you! SO KEEP THE RIVERS CLEAN!” by Ava Harmon, 7th
grade, Lake Riviera Middle School. She is working with Brick Township staff to plan a rain
barrel workshop in October.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on October 26, 2022

Attending CEC Members: Joel Mott (Co-Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup
(BTMUA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Chris Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), Karen
Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA), Christine Raabe (OCSCD), George
Murnyak (Citizen Representative), Peter Brandt (USEPA)

Absent CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Angela Andersen (Long Beach
Township), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water),
Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB)

Attending Guests: Eileen Miller (Healthy Landscapes), Jessica Pinto (OCSCD), Jenny Tomko
(NJ Marine Fisheries)

BBP Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m., followed by introductions.

Review/Approval of April and June 2022 Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Ms. Kondrup to approve the August 24, 2022 minutes, seconded by Ms.
Lurig and approved by members with an abstention by Ms. Raabe. There was a discussion about
whether CEC meetings in 2023 should continue to be virtual or return to in-person meetings. The
CEC discussed holding hybrid meetings, alternating between virtual and in-person meetings, and
holding meetings at different partner venues. Mr. Mott offered to host a hybrid CEC meeting at
the Pinelands Commission office.

Education and Outreach Retreat Planning

There was a discussion about where and when to hold the 2023 Education and Outreach Retreat.
Mr. Mott suggested moving the date to the summer when the weather would be better for
outdoor activities and formal teachers would be more likely to attend. Possible locations
mentioned were JC NERR and Seven Bridges Road, Island Beach State Park, and the Forest
Resource Education Center.



Outreach Project Proposals

Prior to the meeting, the BBP emailed CEC members the final outreach project proposals
received from Ocean County College (OCC) and Pinelands Preservation Alliance (PPA). At the
meeting, there was a discussion of both proposals, followed by a vote on whether to approve the
expenditure of $45,000 in CEC Communication and Education Grant funds, supplemented by
Atlantic Shore Offshore Wind funding, on the projects.

During the discussion about the PPA’s “Barnegat Bay Watershed Education Initiative” project,
Mr. Murnyak asked if it will address Environmental Justice communities. Ms. Spinweber stated
that EPA approval of the project is conditional on adding a statement about targeting disabled
students and disadvantaged communities. Mr. Claus moved for a vote on the PPA proposal. Ms.
Spinweber, Ms. Lurig, Ms. Kondrup, Ms. Walzer, Mr. Claus, Mr. Mott, and Mr. Murnyak all
voted to approve; Ms. Raabe abstained from voting.

During the discussion about OCC’s “Barnegat Bay Watershed Healthy School Yards and
Gardens” project, Mr. Claus expressed concern about the maintenance of the gardens during the
summer when students are not there, and Ms. Kondrup agreed. One approach under
consideration by participating schools is to plant spring crops, such as greens and herbs, that can
be harvested before the summer vacation. A suggestion was made to solicit the help of parent
volunteers or local garden club members in maintaining the gardens. Mr. Claus made a motion to
approve the OCC proposal. Ms. Lurig, Ms. Spinweber, Ms. Walzer, Mr. Claus, Mr. Mott, and
Mr. Murnyak all voted to approve; Ms. Raabe and Ms. Kondrup abstained.

Action: Ms. Walzer will send an email to the absent CEC members requesting their votes on
both proposals.

BBP Outreach Report

The BBP held two recent events at Ocean County College. The September 29'" State of the Bay
conference, Planning for a Future Barnegat Bay, was a hybrid event with 57 attending in person
and 51 attending virtually. Scientists and other experts discussed current Barnegat Bay
conditions and how ongoing and future research and restoration activities can help reach the
BBP’s ecosystem-based targets. 120 individuals attended the October 1% Jersey-Friendly Yards
conference, Welcoming Wildlife to Your Jersey-Friendly Yard, which had two featured speakers,
exhibits, and a native plant sale.

The BBP and OCSCD are working to enroll schools and municipalities in the Jersey-Friendly
Yards (JFY) Certification Program, which is being funded by a grant from NJDEP. To date, four
schools have enrolled in the JFY School Program, and one municipality has enrolled in the JFY
Municipal Program. Ms. Raabe introduced Jessica Pinto, OCSCD erosion specialist, and Eileen
Miller, owner of Healthy Landscapes, Inc. and an OCSCD subcontractor on the project. During



Becky Laboy’s medical leave, they will be assisting the BBP with completing project tasks
associated with the JFY Certification Program.

The 2022 Trash Free Waters campaign messaging was communicated via a radio PSA, posters,
social media, and a digital ad shown on The Shore Board, an advertising boat that operates along
the ocean shoreline in Ocean and Monmouth counties. The digital boat ad ran for two weeks in
late August/early September along a targeted section of shoreline from Chadwick Beach to
Seaside Park. The BBP conducted trash transects and interviews on ocean and bay beaches to
gauge the effectiveness of the campaign.

Partner Updates and New Business

BTMUA

Ms. Kondrup reported the BTMUA is planning a Road Salt workshop for municipal, county and
state road departments within the Metedeconk watershed, and also working on information to
distribute to residents and businesses on road salt impacts to the environment and proper use of
de-icing compounds for winter safety. The rain barrel workshop with Brick Township has been
moved to the spring of 2023, due to issues the township was having in obtaining supplies. In
collaboration with NJDEP, Ms. Kondrup is planning a Project WET workshop for educators on
November 10th at the FREC. The morning session will be on Project WET Guide 2.0 and the
afternoon session on Climate, Water and Resilience. Participants are able to register for either
session individually or for both.

OCSCD

Ms. Raabe reported on an article published in the National Association of Conservation Districts
(NACD) newsletter and blog which highlights OCSCD’s involvement with the BBP and others.
The NACD will be presenting at the upcoming Restore America’s Estuaries Coastal and
Estuarine Summit about the opportunities for collaboration throughout the United States between
soil conservation districts and NEPs.

Ocean County Parks & Recreation
Mr. Claus reported that he led nature walks during programs for all Toms River 8" graders at the
Save Barnegat Bay EcoCenter.

NJ Pinelands Commission
Mr. Mott is looking for presenters for the 34" annual Pinelands Short Course, which will be on
March 11, 2023 at Stockton University.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
Next Meeting: December 14, 2022
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on December 14, 2022

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Chris
Claus (Ocean County Parks & Recreation), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff
Liaison), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Alternate), Becky Laboy
(OCSCD)

Absent CEC Members: Joel Mott (Co-Chair, NJ Pinelands Commission), Lynette Lurig
(NJDEP), Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Chelsea Kulp (NJ
American Water), George Murnyak (Citizen Representative), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m., followed by introductions.

Review/Approval of October 26™ Meeting Minutes

Approval of the October 26, 2022 meeting minutes was tabled for the next meeting since quorum
was not reached. Mr. Brandt requested a correction to the minutes, which was the addition of his
name to the list of attending CEC members.

CEC Professional Development Day

The CEC discussed scheduling a winter 2023 CEC Professional Development Day at the Rutgers
Marine Field Station (RUMPS). There was a suggestion to include a tour of Great Bay
Boulevard and to ask Terry O’Leary if he could lead that part of the day. Mr. Claus offered to
look into the possibility of using an Ocean County Parks and Recreation van for the trip down
Great Bay Boulevard. Mr. Brandt had a suggestion for a future PDD — a tour of the EPA Edison
Environmental Center. He offered to contact the center about the possibility.

Actions: Ms. Gannon will contact RUMPS about available dates in February for the tour, then
send a Doodle poll to the CEC to select the best date. Ms. Walzer will contact Terry O’Leary
about leading a tour of Great Bay Blvd. Mr. Brandt will contact the EPA Edison Environmental
Center about a potential CEC tour.

Education and Outreach Retreat Planning
The discussion about the 2023 Education and Outreach Retreat continued from the last meeting.



A date in late June and a topic on climate change were discussed. Ms. Gannon said she attended
the Mid-Atlantic Climate Change Education Conference (MACCEC) in July, 2022 and a follow-
up forum in August, during which educators discussed actions for advancing climate change
education. The CEC discussed climate change education actions for the Barnegat Bay watershed
as a topic for the Retreat. A possible tie-in with the OCSCD Educators Roundtable was also
discussed. The Roundtable would be an opportunity to get input from formal teachers on climate
change education and bring that input to the Retreat. Another suggestion was to look at the NJ
science standards for climate change curriculum tie-ins, such as the new coastal acidification
module. Mr. Brandt suggested contacting Jennifer Lengares of Jenkinson’s Aquarium, who
presented at the last Retreat, about participating in the 2023 Retreat.

Action: Ms. Gannon, Ms. Laboy, Ms Kondrup, and Ms. Walzer volunteered for a subcommittee
to plan the Retreat; a subcommittee meeting will be scheduled before the next CEC meeting.

BBP Outreach Report

After the October 26™ meeting, the CEC voted by email to recommend funding two watershed
education project proposals submitted to the BBP by Ocean County College (Barnegat Bay
Watershed/Healthy School Yard & Garden Project) and Pinelands Preservation Alliance
(Barnegat Bay Watershed Education Initiative). The Advisory Committee voted by email in
November to approve funding for the projects, $16,080 for the OCC project and $40,000 for the
PPA project.

The BBP office is scheduled to move back to its previous location on campus, which is now the
OCC Conference Center (building #10), on January 12, 2023. The BBP has announced five new
job openings: Coastal Sustainability Coordinator, Development and Communication
Coordinator, Stewardship Specialist, Field Specialist, and Wetlands and Watershed Specialist.
The information is posted on the OCC’s employment page; the deadline to apply is January 4.

The dates for the 2023 Barnegat Bay Blitz will be April 15" — April 22" which is Earth Week.
Contact Ms. Walzer about potential clean-up sites or to organize a clean-up.

The BBP and OCSCD continue to work with schools and municipalities enrolled in the Jersey-
Friendly Yards Certification Program, which is being funded by a grant from NJDEP. Two
additional schools have enrolled — Brick Township High School and Pinelands Regional High
School.

Partner Updates and New Business

BTMUA

Ms. Kondrup delivered a Project WET and Climate, Water and Resilience workshop for
educators at the FREC on November 10" in affiliation with NJDEP. She is working on a webinar
concerning de-icing compounds and their effects on the environment and how residents can use



them responsibly for winter safety; the webinar will be presented sometime in early 2023. St.
Dominic School in Brick has contacted the BTMUA about providing a series of presentations
next year on the Metedeconk River watershed and water conservation.

OCSCD
Ms. Laboy has been recovering from an injury over the last few months, and everyone on the
CEC welcomed her back.

Ocean County Parks & Recreation
Mr. Claus reported that half of the displays have been installed so far at the Lake Shenandoah
Park visitor center. The center is expected to open sometime in early 2023.

OCVTS MATES

Dr. Wnek announced the MATES Research Expo will be on March 1, 2023. MATES has a
winter outreach program for middle school students,which offers a variety of topics (including
Barnegat Bay, terrapins, robotics, and sea level rise). Project Terrapin is working to distribute
more bycatch reduction devices (BRDs) this year and may have a new sponsor for that project.

JC NERR
Ms. Gannon is planning Lunch ‘N Learn programs for January to March, 2023; some will be

virtual and some in-person. JC NERR has converted the former screened-in porch adjacent to the

main classroom into a new break-out room.
Adjournment: Dr. Wnek moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:50 a.m., seconded by Mr. Brandt.

Next Meeting: February 22, 2023
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