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BBP Advisory Committee Video Conference Minutes 
November 10, 2020; 9:00–11:45 am 

 
Final as Approved 01/12/2021 

 

Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Co Chairs Dr. Stan Hales & Karen Greene 
(NOAA), Lisa Auermuller (JCNERR), Christine Raabe (OCSCD), Edward Wengrowski (NJ 
Pinelands Commission), Barbara Spinweber & Elizabeth Butler (USEPA Region 2), , Karen 
Argenti, Willie DeCamp & Britta Wenzel (SBB), Dr. Steve Yergeau (RCE-Ocean), Amber 
Mallm (Monmouth Co. Planning Dept.), Bruce Friedman & Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Charles 
Caruso (PPA), Rob Karl & Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Dr. Stan Hales, Peter Rowe (NJ 
SeaGrant), Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan (COA), Tom Fote (Jersey Coast Anglers), Mark Villinger  

Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Jim Vasslides, Martha Maxwell-Doyle, Karen Walzer 

Welcome and Introductions: K. Greene and S. Hales  
Meeting began at 9:05 and introductions were made. 
 
Review of Draft Agenda & AC minutes of September 8, 2020: K. Greene & S. Hales  
Ms. Wenzel indicated she would send some minor spelling and other edits later. Ms. Greene 
motioned to accept, seconded by Ms. Auermuller. Minutes were approved with minor edits. 
 
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
OCC COVID-19 Update 
Dr. Hales reported on the college’s return-to-campus policy. This included a required staff 
training and a questionnaire to answer before arriving on campus. BBP staff report directly to the 
Russell building, while academics enter through a specific entrance and have temperature 
checks. The OCC campus will not open until Fall 2021, but the BBP will be working out of the 
Russell building for the duration. Dr. Hales and Ms. Walzer will be meeting with OCC staff 
about some reserved space at the new conference center and will report back after. 

Desktop Administrative Review 
Dr. Hales reported that Mary Lancaster, the college comptroller, submitted a revised budget to 
the EPA for the subject grant under review. Ms. Spinweber reported that EPA, OCC, and BBP 
were working to bring the remaining minor issues to closure. 

2020 Program Evaluation (PE) 
Dr. Hales had no new information to report. Ms. Spinweber confirmed that the EPA was focused 
on working with the BBP to finish the CCMP. The EPA would set up a call about next steps 
regarding the PE soon. 
 
CCMP Revision Update and Next Steps: S. Hales 
Revision submitted to EPA and next steps. 



Dr. Hales reported that the last draft had been submitted to the EPA. Ms. Spinweber reported 
that the regional office was reviewing it, and that headquarters would aim for a fast 
turnaround once they received it. 

• Ms. Walzer had been working on a public summary document to send in for printing. 
• There is no schedule yet for next steps until we receive final EPA approval to get print and 

electronic copies set.  Ceremony will be postponed until it is safe to meet in person. 

Memorandum of Understanding Revision: S. Hales 
Workgroup slated to convene this Fall after the CCMP’s completion. Staff have begun collating 
materials for the MOU, including ancillary and supporting documents. There will be an email 
asking for volunteers from the AC, to begin discussions in early December. NEP directors have 
discussed standardizing elements of the process, which will also be covered in the email with 
materials.  Ms. Raabe asked for an anticipated timeline. Dr. Hales estimated 3-4 months, with 
financial changes to the document structure and changes in EPA guidance on spending. He 
would discuss the changes with Ms. Spinweber and share the new guidance prior to the call. 

REP/DEP Update: B. Friedman & L. Lurig  

• Mr. Friedman reported on the progress of different grants, as of Oct 14th. Of the 20 grants, 11 
are fully executed, 1 is with the assistant commissioner, and 7 are in Budget and Finance. 
Russ Rader is reviewing them with grantees. One other grant is being reviewed by an 
attorney at the Office of Legal Affairs, as of Oct 8th. 

• Ms. Raabe asked about the LHC project. Ms. Lurig replied that this was under a different set 
of grants. Mr. Friedman said he could get a status report. 

• Mr. DeCamp asked about the situation for the three grants SBB was involved with. Mr. 
Friedman replied that the funding was available and would be distributed, the grants just 
needed individual reviews with Legal Affairs, signatures, other steps in the process. The DEP 
is presently working on a paperless system which should speed things up. Mr. Friedman said 
he would give Mr. DeCamp an update on those three grants. 

USACE 1125 Barnegat Bay Islands and LHC Project Update 
Section 1122 Beneficial Use Pilot Project at Oyster Creek Channel, NJ. For the PN: see 
https://www.nap.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Public-Notices-Reports/.  

• Dr. Hales reached out to the Army Corps but didn’t get any new information about 1122. No 
response either from Mike Haida about the Corps’s decision on the nationwide permit on the 
LHC project. Ms. Greene also had nothing new to report 

• Ms. Auermuller reiterated that JCNERR would be ready to support discussions about the 
project once the partnership got a response. 

• Mr. DeCamp asked if these projects involved dredge material. Dr. Hales replied that 1122 
did, but LHC did not. 

• Mr. DeCamp was interested in opportunities to implement Ms. Wenzel’s comprehensive 
dredge materials management program via one of these projects. Dr. Hales agreed that a 
regional plan was necessary, stating that the partnership supported this and that various 
agencies in the state would also be interested. 

https://www.nap.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Public-Notices-Reports/


• Mr. DeCamp asked which agency to contact to get this started. Dr. Hales said he’d defer to 
folks who know the regulatory process. 

• Ms. Auermuller recalled a Stockton dredge material survey by Dan Barrone. She linked their 
website on sediment management and characterization. Ms. Maxwell-Doyle replied that it 
was a limited scope proof of concept survey that only covered the southern end and LEH. 

• Ms. Wenzel mentioned that COA had developed a regional sediment management plan using 
post-Sandy funding from NFWF. They had conducted the preliminary work and organizing 
up in Long Island. Cindy [SURNAME] did the project. 

• Ms. Maxwell-Doyle mentioned that sediment was listed as an activity on the 309 revision for 
the coastal management program, which the DEP had an internal workgroup covering. The 
BBP is reconfiguring the wetlands/shoreline group to help push this along. 

• Dr. Hales asked Dr. Muthukrishnan if she could share Cindy [SURNAME]’s proposal. Dr. 
Muthukrishnan agreed and recalled a stakeholder meeting about dredge management with the 
DEP which involved a chapter on methodologies. 

• Dr. Hales suggested including this as an agenda item with the wetlands group. 

STAC Update: S. Yergeau, OC-RCE & J. Vasslides 
General News and Update 

• Dr. Yergeau reported that the STAC was taking nominations for the new Vice Chair through 
June 2021, as Dr. Lacey would be succeeding him as STAC Chair. Dr. Vasslides also 
recommended AC members speak to their organizations’ respective STAC representatives 
about the position. 

• Monica Chasten gave an update to the STAC about the 1122 project plans and public 
feedback period. Mr. Mahon gave a talk about the new stormwater management 
amendments, which was recorded. 

• The next meeting will be Dec 9th, with talks from NJ SEARAT(? SeaGrant??) and the 
NOAA Marine Debris Action Plan. 

Monitoring Plan & SOTB Workgroups 
• CCMP monitoring plan workgroup has been compiling a metadata sheet for the monitoring 

inventory of ongoing monitoring and discrete research projects in the watershed. Information 
requests were sent to the original 60 projects in the 2003 inventory, and Dr. Vasslides did a 
second round with those that did not respond. 

• Monitoring report will be a three-part ESRI Hub website 
o Part one: Monitoring plan – an interactive storymap introduction to what monitoring is, 

why it’s done, and what it entails 
o Part two: Monitoring inventory – geospatial database of the monitoring metadata, basic 

querying functions (priority/ecosystem target, medium, etc.). Working group will address 
details once metadata is finished. 

o Part three: Recommendations – living document, how to improve monitoring, gaps in the 
type of monitoring/in ecosystem targets, changes to better meet goals, etc. Suggestions 
may be eventually moved to the plan and the sections can iterate off each other. 

https://stockton.edu/coastal-research-center/project-archive/waterways-sediment.html


• SOTB workgroup will meet at the end of November. Dataset requests will go out soon. 
Report will focus on the CCMP’s ecosystem-based targets, identify where things are relative 
to targets, provide information from existing monitoring, and the trajectory for hitting those 
targets. 

• Targets that are missing information will be evaluated using secondary indicators, 
information on how resources are responding. Report will cover what information is still 
needed, which indicators fall under each section, which indicators aren’t part of the targets, 
and will also keep the climate change section from the last edition. 

• Dr. Vasslides will have another update in January and plans to have a first draft ready for the 
workgroup at the end of February. Format will be digital, with some print copies. 

Data Sharing 
• BBP has been developing data sharing agreements and best practices. Compiling request 

forms and a policy document about how and when data is made available. 
• Association of National Estuary Projects held a webinar which covered open science 

platforms, fair data, data workflow and storage, transparency in analysis & QA/QC, and how 
various NEP agencies have implemented these principles 

• The current data sharing plan will be shelved to work on setting up an open science platform 
for the BBP. Dr. Vasslides has been writing up how the internal workflow process would 
look and what steps it would take to implement 

• Data will still be available for sharing during this process, with a working best practices 
document and some questions about the data’s usage. 

• Dr. Vasslides can be emailed with questions about open science. 

CEC Update: S. Kondrup, BTMUA, K. Gannon, JCNERR & K. Walzer 
Communication Plan Revision Update; BBP public input discussion re CAC  

• Ms. Kondrup reported that the CEC had discussed the first draft of the Communication Plan 
in the October meeting. Next step is to assess the role of citizen representatives, means of 
hearing citizens’ concerns, and general public communication 

• Ms. Walzer thanked the CEC members for their feedback, helping add partners to action 
items. There will be another round of reviews and comments once revisions are done 

• Ms. Walzer also reported on the JFY and Ask a Barnegat Bay Scientist webinar series 
o JFY: 7 webinars, ran July-Sept, 868 total attendees, average 125 per event 
o ABBS: 4 webinars, average 30 attendees per event 
o Both series will continue, along with a third series “What’s Bugging in JFY”, which will 

run monthly starting in January 
• Dec 1st webinar with the Orsted and Atlantic Shores offshore wind projects. Will be an 

overview and Q&A with company representatives 
• JFY stewardship program is currently developing standards for the three certifications 

(residents, schools, and municipalities), and needs volunteers for the technical advisory 
committee 
o Committee meets quarterly and stays in contact via email. Members advise on the 

program standards and judge applicants 



o Looking for people with technical expertise in landscaping, so anybody from a 
municipality or a Public Works division is of great interest 

• Citizen representatives have been holding monthly meetings to discuss and plan their 
outreach. They have a new email, bbpcitreps@gmail.com 

BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 

1) Wetlands Monitoring and Assessment: M. Maxwell Doyle, E. Pirl & S. Vasquez 
• No Spring SSIM took place due to COVID restrictions, but Summer/Fall data collection took 

place with no issues 
• RARE grant project on wetland fragmentation, sampled 25 locations for water, soil, plants, 

fish, and crabs 
• NRCS blue carbon project, OCSCD and BBP staff have been running samples through the 

fall. Lab processing delays at EPA Narragansett Lab and NRCS Kellogg Lab in Kansas due 
to COVID restrictions on personal. 

• Islands workgroup, USFWS and BBP teams conducted Mid-TRAM assessments on all 84 
islands 

• Paddle for the Edge 
o 2020 stats: 124 people registered for Virtual Training, 74 paddlers, 1,200 locations 

surveyed, 23 miles of shoreline covered 
o Total (2014-2020) stats: 400+ total volunteers (some returning), 6,568 locations 

surveyed, 124.6 miles of shoreline covered 

2) Water Quality Monitoring: J. Vasslides & N. Petersen 
• [MISSING INFO about first two sensors, but presumably working fine] 
• High precision CO2 sensor has been at the manufacturer for 8-9 months now 
• The 2019 annual report will be done shortly. The 2020 report will begin shortly after. Open 

science practices mean that code can be reused and updated, which speeds up the report 
process. 

• BBP is part of the team on the Maricuse(?) proposal with MD and DE reserves to install new 
water quality monitoring stations in the watershed. It’s a new opportunity for coastal 
acidification work. Will be sending in a proposal with partners. 

3) Watershed Plan Development: J. Vasslides & C. Pestalozzi 
• Ms. Pestalozzi is on maternity leave, so Dr. Vasslides will oversee the plan until February 
• Stakeholder kickoff meetings were held for Toms River and Cedar/Forked/Oyster Creek 

watersheds. Good representation at both, but fewer municipality people than expected, so 
more people need to be brought in and kept engaged. 

• Workroom CDM Smith set up so that meeting attendees can have access to important files 
(so far, just the presentation, recording, and minutes) 

• Field teams have almost completed the Toms River visual assessments. Remaining sites are 
in senior communities that require authorization for access. Cedar/Forked/Oyster Creek 
assessments are 1/3 or 1/2 completed. Renting a 4wd truck to reach sites with difficult roads.  



• Also had delays with finding a lab to do water quality tests, but now have contracted one for 
12 months of sampling. Data entry underway, CDM team will crunch numbers. Fieldwork 
should be completed by the end of the month, will have a better idea of impairments in the 
watershed and planning for improvements 

• Next stakeholder virtual meeting will be in early winter (after preliminary data analyses). 

Partner Updates 
Peter Rowe, NJ Sea Grant 
• Mr. Rowe reminded AC members to send their resource priorities to Mike Danko. The 

NJSGC RFP will be released in December. 

Rick Bushnell, RCB 
• Mr. Bushnell asked AC members if there was a master list of municipal websites in the 

watershed. He needed a reference list for people asking about local flood mitigation 
requirements.   

• Dr. Hales noted that Ocean County’s website 
(http://www.co.ocean.nj.us/GovtDirPage.aspx?ID=204) provides municipal website and 
contact information for all municipal offices in Ocean County. Ms. Auermuller added that 
Monmouth County website (https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=46) also lists 
municipalities. 

• Ms. Wenzel said the SBB website had an RSS feed for OC municipality meetings and linked 
to their websites. 

Karen Greene, NOAA 
• NMFS Habitat division is seeking a contractor for consultations in the mid-Atlantic. While 

the office is in Annapolis, mandatory telework allows for some location flexibility. Interested 
parties should go to this website (http://www.integratedstatistics.com). 

• The USACE has issued a public notice announcing the reissuance and reauthorization of its 
Nationwide permits.  This reissuance usually occurs every five years, but in order to comply 
with several Executive Orders, the process is taking place two years (now one year) early.  
Public comments will be taken until Nov 16th.  The Philadelphia District is in the process of 
developing and revising regional conditions for the Nationwide Permits used in New Jersey.  
Comments can still be provided on the regional conditions. 

Tom Fote, Jersey Coast Anglers Association 
• Commercial and recreational fishing industries received $9 million in COVID relief. 
• Attended a conference on American sport fishing manufacturers. COVID has resulted in 

growth spikes in some fishing/boating industries. Nationwide, 3 million new licenses for 
fresh and saltwater fishing have been issued. Some manufacturers are out of engines. 

• JCAA is in bad financial shape, as are other NGOs, due to the cancellation of their major 
fundraising events. 

• Mr. Fote also attended a NOAA presentation by Dr. Cisco Warner on rising water 
temperatures and how it’s affecting fish populations. He recommended the CEC request to 
see that presentation as well. 

http://www.co.ocean.nj.us/GovtDirPage.aspx?ID=204
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/page.aspx?ID=46
http://www.integratedstatistics.com/


• Atlantic States Fisheries Management Commission is considering FMP modifications for 
striped bass 
(http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/5f2b0849AtlanticStripedBassWorkGroupReport_July202
0.pdf) and black sea bass 
(http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/5f52b246pr19_BSBAddendumXXXIII_PublicHearings.p
df). Those stocks are overfished and may be exhibiting greater/different north-south and 
inshore/offshore migration due to rising temperatures. 

Robert Shertenlieb, OCUA 
• The OCUA tested the pipe crossing under the bay on Oct 14th; there were no leaks and no 

new degradation apparent in/on the pipe. The NJDEP enforcement unit was also on the water 
and detected no dye indicative of a pipe leak. 

• The Ocean County Pump-out boat program this past season pumped 192,000 gallons from 
871 boats, both which were all-time high numbers. A lot of people were out on the water 
during 2020. 

• Mr. Fote asked about stormwater runoff pipes backflowing into streets during high tide. Dr. 
Hales replied that he didn’t have such information but would look into it. 

Britta Wenzel, SBB 
• Gov. Murphy signed the strongest single-use plastics bill in the country, which bans plastic 

bags and styrofoam take-out containers, and makes straws available by request only. The law 
will take effect in 18 months and should reduce floatables/ debris in the water. Ms. Wenzel 
thanked COA for its beach sweeps and data-gathering, which helped advance the bill. 

• SBB met with DEP officials about the Adventure Crossing development in Jackson 
Township. While the development isn’t on the water, this large project puts pressure on the 
Toms River headwaters. Phase 2 proposal will remove 400-500 acres of trees for three 
warehouses, 5-7 acres of rooftop and 10,000 parking spaces for a total impervious cover 
equal to six Yankee Stadiums in the BB watershed. This would put a lot of pressure on the 
sewage system, despite the amendment of the Wastewater Management Plan for 40,000 
gallons of additional capacity. 

• DEP reorganization – Land Use Regulation Program has been renamed and repurposed to the 
Watershed and Land division. Ms. Wenzel suggested the partnership find time to discuss this 
departmental change and how to engage with the department on these issues. 

• The DEP grants have moved forward, which will allowed SBB to offer a few jobs soon. 
• Bayhead transit station project is on-hold by court order. Twilight Lake’s classification as a 

C1 waterway is still ongoing. 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:33 am. 

http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/5f2b0849AtlanticStripedBassWorkGroupReport_July2020.pdf
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/5f2b0849AtlanticStripedBassWorkGroupReport_July2020.pdf
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/5f52b246pr19_BSBAddendumXXXIII_PublicHearings.pdf
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/5f52b246pr19_BSBAddendumXXXIII_PublicHearings.pdf


 
 

BBP Advisory Committee Video Conference Agenda 
Tuesday July 13, 2021; 9:00 am–12:00 pm 

          ENTER WEBEX HERE 
Call-in: 408-418-9388, Passcode: 132 470 6315 

 

 
Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Co-Chairs Karen Greene and Dr. Stan Hales, 
Virginia Rettig (EBF NWR), David Steinmann (NRCS), Barbara Spinweber & Elizabeth Butler 
(USEPA R2), Charles Caruso (PPA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Dr. Elizabeth Lacey (STAC Chair, 
SU), Rob Karl (BTMUA), Dr. Steve Yergeau (RCE), Tom Fote (JCAA), Jack Szczepanski 
(Princeton Hydro), Joel Mott (NJ Pinelands Commission), Christine Rabe (OCSCD), Swarna 
Muthukrishnan (COA), Kayci Clayton (OCC), Kimberly Cenno (NJDEP), Vicki Pecchioli, Greg 
Sakowicz (JCNERR), George Murniak (Citizen Rep.), Will Ruocco (BTMUA), Peter Rowe (NJ 
SeaGrant), Britta Forsberg (SBB), Kaitlin Gannon (JCNERR), Willie decamp (SBB) 
 
Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Jim Vasslides, Martha Maxwell-Doyle, Karen Walzer, 
Emily Pirl 
 
Welcome and Introductions: S. Hales 
Meeting started at 9:05 and introductions were made. 
 
Review of Draft Agenda & AC 05.11.2021 meeting minutes: S. Hales 
May 11th Agenda- No edits, Name spelling for AC minutes to be edited. Motion to accept the 
minutes and agenda by V. Rettig and second by S Yergeau, pass unanimously.  Ostensions: T 
Fote, C Rabe 
   
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
BBP Office OCC Conference Center Renovation-College is adding artwork to the entrance. As of 
the week after July 4th, student development staff is back on campus and no plan as of yet for BBP 
staff to be back on campus full time, could be late August or early fall.  
 
OCC administrative review-final documents are being prepped from OCC and EPA, hopefully 
complete soon.  
 
MOU- Discussion of conflicts of interest will take place with the next MOU workgroup meeting 
(tentatively Mid-August).   
 
RAE NEP Grants- Few projects submitted by partners, letters for full proposals have not been 
announced.  
 
Offshore Wind- Offshore wind firms received approvals from BPU, but no formal announcements 
have been announced regarding relationships with the Program Office.   
 
USACE Back Bay Study PN (Aug 6-?) & CCMP Rollout (Sept 21-?) – S. Hales 
The core has shared preliminary versions of their DEIS, preferred alternative, and going through 

 

https://ocean.webex.com/ocean/j.php?MTID=m4b85d026bf6d1ccd04afd4a8a4649773


 
admin review along with the states review.  Several communications w/ Dr. Hales say that this 
document will be released August 6th with a 45-day review period.  Program office will work with 
Partner (USFWS) to contract a comment document. S. Hales and J. Vasslides will edit and get to 
partners. Karen Green said that the comments on this draft are very important and will help best 
inform this large project. NOAA will also be commenting on the DEIS and will share their 
comments with the AC. Some attendees added that these comments are important and could 
change the landscape of the bay and also expressed an interest in knowing the nature of any other 
partners who make comments on the DEIS.   
 
CCMP Update: S. Hales 
Contractor working on getting final draft together, staff is working on last final small edits.  Printer 
said there is a 2-month delay in printing hard copies.  Starting to get things together for a roll out 
meeting (Tentatively the first weeks of October: 5th from 1-3pm, 6th 10am-noon, 7th 10am-noon or 
13th 10am-noon). K. Walzer shared that we would like all partners to be at this public event held in 
the conference center.  There will be a signing ceremony and also hoping to have print copies to 
hand out. The CEC is working to put together a short program for the event (speaker schedule, 
etc.). B. Spinwebber asked if we could have something fun to look at- bring the resource to the 
meeting (possibly come live animals). K. Walzer stated that they were potentially exploring 
pontoon boat rides with the County Parks to get people out on the bay, currently exploring 
logistics. V. Rettig mentioned this could be an opportunity to highlight some of the work of the 
partners like the NJBII. 
   
REP/DEP Update: L. Lurig 
K. Cenno stated NJDEP is going back to office on a staggered schedule on September 7th.  L. 
Lurig stated every contract is executed and everyone will have their quarterly report in by next 
week.  She also stated that she is working to set up coordination meetings between groups 
working in similar subject matters (i.e. shoreline projects, outreach projects).  First partner 
meeting will be between the living shoreline projects soon. C. Caruso asked to have a partner 
meeting among the storm water projects. 
 
STAC Update: E. Lacey, SU, J. Vasslides   
State of the Bay Workgroup met yesterday and managed to work through most action items and 
aligned those with the CCMP.  Main concern was CCMP items that lack data, and they will try to 
make some headway on highlighting the need for those data. J. Vasslides is making edits from 
yesterdays meeting and will get it back to the working group for review, then up to the STAC. 
 
STAC GFO and Match Requirements: Received 1 LOI that did not have required budget 
requirements (lack of match), STAC discussed waiving the match requirement to potentially open 
back up the GFO to seek more applicants.  E. Lacey would also like to explore some more 
opportunities to disseminate this GFO wider and also revisit the GFO for goals that include EJ 
priority areas. C. Rabe made a motion to remove the match requirements from the GFO, E. Butler 
conditionally approved this removal from EPA but will follow up later today, B. Forsberg second, 
motioned unanimously approved.  E. Butler also mentioned she would like to set up a training 
meeting with the EPA EJ staff for any partners to demonstrate the EJ SCREEN tool and how to 
incorporate this tool into programmatic activities.  
 
STAC leadership transition- At June meeting, there was the leadership transition. Thanked S. 
Yergeau and congratulated E. Lacey on her new position as STAC Chair. G. Sakowicz is the new 
Vice Chair. 



 
 
Workgroup Updates- 
Wetlands: V. Rettig- meeting regularly to get vision organized for the group and get the platform 
set moving forward. Moving toward identify highest priorities and tying this back to CCMP 
priorities. M. Maxwell-Doyle added that SAV will be included in this group. 
Pathogen: DEP working w/ County Health Department on Toms River studies, to look at 
pathogen issues. 
Stormwater: Stormwater WG had been very active and had discussion on storm water utilities and 
the feasibility studies.  C. Caruso also invited NJDEP to present to a BBP Committee on 
stormwater law and how to implement it.  
Shellfish Workgroup: No update 
 
CEC Update: J. Mott, PC & K. Walzer 
K. Walzer introduced J. Mott as new Co-Chair, and thanked S. Kondrup for her role as CEC Chair 
over the last 2 years.  Revised CEC Charter and Communication Plan was approved by the CEC, 
revised document to include roles and functions of CEC members and their roles. The Citizen 
Rep position will be provided with support for citizen engagement activities and will also be a 
voting member.  Asked for approval from the AC.  Motion to approve was initiated by C. Caruso 
and second by S. Yergeau.  Passed unanimously by AC.  

 
Communication plan was approved by the CEC and will be on the agenda for AC approval at next 
meeting. G. Murnayk will now be a voting member on the CEC.  Citizen group has been working 
on questions regarding water quality feedback from citizens. 

 
BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 
Wetlands Monitoring & Assessment:  M. Maxwell Doyle 
Continuing monitoring activities, also submitted WPDG for ecosystem service project. Wrapping 
up FY18 grant this year and continuing work on FY20 projects.  
 
Water Quality Monitoring: J. Vasslides 
Continuous WQ monitoring is up and running, however some equipment it undergoing repairs 
and will be deployed when fixed. Staff are making the final edits to the 2019 WQ report, and 
hope to have it out shortly with a 2020 report following shortly after. DEP discrete sampling is 
also moving forward.  
 
Watershed Plan Development: J. Vasslides 
Continue to collect WQ data and are collecting bi-weekly for analysis. S. Hales and C. Pestalozzi 
are working on municipality engagement. CDM is starting to do the technical analysis to move 
the plan forward. 
 
Ecosystem Monitoring: J. Vasslides. 
The long-term seining project continues, have been catching some interesting fish that we do not 
usually catch (smooth dogfish). Manuscript for long term sampling was just submitted to 
Estuaries and Coasts.  
 
Partner Updates 
OCSD- C. Rabe- Natural Resource Education Foundation received their water and land 
management permit for the 319-grant living shoreline project. 

 



 
JCNERR- G. Sakowicz the JCNEER with partners in southern labs are participating in Louis Stokes 
Alliance for Minority Participation program to host interns.  They are focusing on WQ data from 
JCNERR and BBP. 
 
NOAA- K. Green stated that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management published 3 notices of 
intent to prepare EISs.  One for Empire Wind off of NY/NJ, Park City in New England and one for 
Virginia and are looking for scoping comments.  They also published a proposed notice of lease 
sale for wind energy areas off of New Jersey and are also looking for comments on that. 
 
T. Fote- Starting to addressing concerns and representation issues for communities of 
environmental justice concerns through work in some groups he participates.   
 
EPA- E. Butler said there is a small workgroup with NEPs regarding EJ priorities and asked S. 
Hales if he would like to be involved in that group.  EPA is revising the 5-year program evaluation 
guidance, thanked everyone for comments. 
 
NJSG- P. Rowe said they are reviewing 22 proposals and will be out mid December.  They are 
starting the writing of the ONMIVOUS regarding clean vessel act.  They are also having their 
summer camps in Sandy Hook.  They will be having ocean fun days virtually this year in October 
from the 1st-31st to submit any virtual videos or live opportunities.  
 
NJPC- J. Mott- they are transiting into hybrid model office schedule with being fully open by 
September 7th. Suzan Rogan is new acting director.  Commission is focusing on their 
comprehensive management plan and including climate change.  They are also starting to being 
again some in person education events which includes the Summer Short Course event this month. 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:58 
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BBP Advisory Committee V-Conference Minutes 
January 12, 2021; 9:00–11:45 am 

 
Final as Approved with Revisions 

03/10/21 
 
Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Co-Chairs Dr. Stan Hales & Karen Greene (NOAA), Lisa 
Auermuller (JCNERR), Virginia Rettig & Joe Smith (EBF NWR), Vicki Pecchioli (OCPD), David Steinmann 
(NRCS), Barbara Spinweber & Elizabeth Butler (USEPA R2), Charles Caruso (PPA), Shari Kondrup 
(BTMUA), Christine Raabe (OCSCD), Amber Mallm (Monmouth Co. Planning Dept.), Lynette Lurig 
(NJDEP), Karen Argenti & Willie DeCamp (SBB),  Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Kathy Klein (PDE), Linda 
Brennen (MCP), George Murnyak (BBP Citizen Grant), Murray Rosenberg (BBP Alternate Citizen 
Representative), Robert Shertenlieb (OCUA), Alice Mayio (EPA HQ),  Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan (COA), 
Tom Fote (JCAA), (OC Planning) Mark Villinger 
 
Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Jim Vasslides, Martha Maxwell-Doyle, Karen Walzer, Emily Pirl, 
Shannon Vasquez, Raquel Rotem 
 
Welcome and Introductions: K. Greene and S. Hales 
Meeting began at 9:03 AM and introductions were made.  
 
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
OCC COVID-19 Update 
Dr. Hales reported that the OCC campus will continue to operate the upcoming semester the same as the fall. 
This included a virtual check-in and security review procedures. Field work may be initiated consistent with 
OCC PPE, social distancing, and security compliance. A formal work-from-home policy is in development.  
 
BBP Office and Conference Center Facilities 
Dr. Hales and Ms. Walzer reported that the space for BBP at the new conference center had been renovated. 
Most of the wall space available was noted to be for BBP outreach purposes; they will be meeting with OCC 
staff next week for a follow up. Dr. Hales reported that he and Ms. Walzer will be meeting with John Ross, 
facility director, to discuss an outdoor exhibit (e.g. garden, trails) for outreach purposes.  
 
Desktop Review Audit 
Dr. Hales reported that Maru Lancaster, the college comptroller, has submitted the last response from EPA 
regarding the budget. Ms. Spinweber reported that they will review the resubmittal in a meeting this afternoon.   
 
CCMP Revision 
Dr. Hales reported that EPA requested a detailed response regarding the checklist of all the items revised in the 
CCMP, beyond what is already in place, was requested by EPA HQ and will be submitted ASAP to EPA R2. 
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NEP Reauthorization and Appropriations Bills 
The US President has been presented with a bill, titled the Protect and Restore America’s Estuary (PRAE) Act, 
and is expected to be signed in the near future. This bill will support currently recognized estuaries and CCMP 
implementation within NEP study areas by dedicating more resources to CCMP implementation. Ms. 
Auermuller noted that the President has already signed the Digital Coast Act.  
 
Annual Reporting and Work Plan Development  
Dr. Hales reported that CCMP tracking template has yet to be released, but hopes to distribute it soon. This 
tracking is meant to provide a detailed evaluation (e.g., including pictures) on any progress made over the fiscal 
year to help share information with the public, congress, and partners. It will be incorporated into everyone’s 
annual work plan development, and is expected to be filled out and returned around the end of February for 
inclusion in the workplan.  
 
2020 Program Evaluation: A. Mayio (EPA HQ), K. Klein (PDE Director), and B. Spinweber  
Ms. Mayio reported on the purpose of the program evaluation (PE) such as ensuring CCMP implementation 
progression, continued EPA support, identifying strengths and areas of improvement, and seeking stakeholder 
commitment. 

● It was noted that EPA uses PE findings to collect and highlight successful narratives on the NEP website 
for partners or congress, funding decisions, and share useful information across EPA offices and NEPs.  

● A challenge for the 2015 PE that was addressed is that climate change vulnerability assessment was 
incorporated into the CCMP, as well as an increased monitoring and assessment.  

● Preliminary findings show that research, monitoring, outreach/communications, and sharing lessons 
learned are considered the strengths. Preliminary findings also show that financial management (find 
more space physically or fiscal), climate change leadership roles, and outreach and communications 
(educate vulnerable communities, measure effectiveness, reach new audiences, municipalities 
participation increase, overall public awareness increase) are areas for improvement. Ms. Mayio 
responded to Mr. Murnyak’s question by noting there are currently no specific guidelines for complex 
cultural issues that require new communication, but will likely require follow up. 

● The next steps are as follows: draft findings into PE letter; recommends the program receives a “pass” 
for making significant progress; share and incorporate feedback from the Director; and submit to EPA 
management. The next scheduled BBP PE will be in 2025.  

● Mr. Murnyak suggests that there should be commonality in assessment guidelines of NEPs despite 
differences. Ms. Mayio noted that all NEPs have unique features and circumstances. 

● Ms. Rettig hopes to see township involvement in regards to landscape changes.  
● Ms. Lurig’s question on evaluation comparison among NEPS was responded to by noting that each NEP 

has different strengths; some focus more on management and outreach, while others focus on 
monitoring.  NEP differences made direct comparisons difficult. Ms. Auermuller suggested engaging the 
public, and specifically stakeholders more directly.  

 
Memorandum of Understanding Revision: S. Hales 
WOU Workgroup 
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Dr. Hales reported that the MOU Workgroup made great progress.  
● Two revisions to expect include how indirect funds are processed by the college, which Dr. Hales is 

working with Mary Lancaster and others to develop an indirect cost sharing agreement, and grow 
signatories to MOU agreement.  

● Dr. Hales noted there is a collective desire to strengthen the relationship with the OCMA. 
● Dr. Hales reported they will be reaching out to members to maximize participation on virtual platforms. 

They suggest that regular participation at least once annual and annual reporting for a work plan should 
be rigorously adhered to.  

● Dr. Hales reported that the partnership donations and advocacy guidelines were under review, and might 
be simplified.  

 
REP/DEP Update: B. Friedman & L. Lurig  
Ms. Lurig reported that four contracts have not been executed from the 2018 water quality restoration grant: 
Rutgers Watershed Restoration Plan, Montclair University SAV restoration, Berkeley Township underwater 
rescue sea nettle project, and Reclam the Bay. All others who received grants provided everything needed up to 
the final two signatures.  

● Ms. Lurig spoke with someone in the Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEP) at DEP, who 
provided them with a link to the SEP project page. SEP was available for supporting projects, perhaps 
restoration, living shoreline projects, or even land purchasing. They are not interested in funding 
outreach or planning. Ms. Lurig will provide a follow up as information is received.  

 
USFWS Good Luck Point, USACE 1125 Barnegat Bay Islands, and Lighthouse Camp Project Updates: 
Virginia Rettig, USFWS, & others 
Good Luck Point 
Ms. Rettig reported that this year the grants, permits, and material were all completed/prepared for project 
execution.  

● Sand was successfully placed along sandy beach to build resilience by DOT, approximately 65 CY of 
sand on the beachfront.  

● Silt fill was fed through the pipeline, approximately 6,000 CY of mostly silt on marsh.  
● A machine was used to move pipes around to designated plot areas; it provided challenges, and an 

alternate method will be reviewed in future.  
● Erosion control apparatus placed in the field, and will remain for now because of water-logging/weight 

restrictions; perhaps manually raking out material in the future. Ms. Rettig expected to need more 
material to meet future project goals. 

● Mr. DeCamp asked about this particular marsh’s main challenge, which was responded by Ms. Rettig by 
noting the coupling of fetch, sea level rise, and the adjacent road and ditching reducing water release 
potential are the main issues. 

● Ms. Rettig noted that they will monitor in the spring to observe for any vegetation recovery before 
implementing a plan to plant any vegetation. Planting marsh vegetation would allow for biological 
volunteer experience.  
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USACE 1125 Barnegat Bay Islands 
Dr. Hales reported there is a new underwater island in the Barnegat Bay. Expect more information in February's 
STAC meeting.  
 
Lighthouse Camp 
Dr. Hales reported that the USACE has yet to decide on the current proposal and whether it will be considered a 
nation-wide or individual permit. Further discussion is held off until then.  
 
STAC Update: J. Vasslides   
State of the Bay report  
In the process of drafting sections, and is striving to meet the June deadline despite expected delay. Monitoring 
plan, which is a part of the CCMP, is in progress and expected to be done towards the end of 2021. Program 
office is taking feedback and drafting an estuary web hub platform. The hub will include a public friendly 
description, estuary story map (metadata location), and recommendation and data gap section.  
 
Stormwater Work Group 
Municipalities that have MS4 permits are required under new rules to modify their ordinance that support that 
program. NJDEP is now giving municipalities permission to enact additional storm warm water protective and 
preventive measures. BBP and their partners are recommended to reach out to municipalities to raise awareness 
and encourage municipalities to take advantage of these additional measures. Time sensitive because of the 
March deadline to pass ordinances. Advisory committee is requested to approve the document reviewing this 
opportunity, which will be distributed to municipalities, once it is released in the near future.  

● Mr. Caruso reported this is a beginning of an effort to work with municipalities to address problems they 
are aware of, and potential funding opportunities. 

● Dr. Hales recommended revising grammatical errors.  
● Ms. Argenti reported that DEP guidance on this is unclear, and the MS4 has been in existence for 

several years.  
● Dr. Muthukrishnan suggested that some towns did not take action for COVID-19 reasons. She also 

questioned whether it is realistic for these ordinances to be in place based on the narrow time window.  
●  Ms. Mallm reported that DEP wants to be aware of actions taken, but the approval process is in the 

hands of the county. Monmouth County has 15 towns that have draft ordinances, and 9 have adopted 
ordinances, which are expected to be approved by the end of the month.  

● Mr. Villinger reported that Ocean County received two draft plans and one ordinance has been adopted.  
● Deadline to vote on the document is Tuesday, January 19th 2020.  

 
CEC Update: S. Kondrup, BTMUA, K. Gannon, JCNERR & K. Walzer 
Ms. Kondrup reported that the communication plan review is still in progress. Review will be sent to the 
advisory committee once complete for further consideration.  
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2021 Webinar Series 
Ms. Walzer reported that they will continue with one webinar a month from January to June on the second 
Tuesday of every month titled “What’s Bugging your Jersey Friendly Yard?”. It will include how to manage 
pests safely and the ecosystem services insects provide.  

● First webinar is tonight, titled “Getting to Know the Good Guys”. 350+ registered from around the state. 
● Ask a Barnegat Scientist Webinar will continue starting January 19th.  

 
Education and Outreach Retreat 
Cancelled for 2020. Virtual retreat on January 26th from 9-12:15PM. “Changing the Conversation on Climate 
Change”.  Co-hosting with JCNERR.  
 
BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 
1) Wetlands Monitoring and Assessment:  M. Maxwell Doyle, E. Pirl & S. Vasquez 

● BBP’s engine cracked due to freezing, is in the process of getting it replaced, and is requesting EPA for 
support.  

● They also reported they are taking this time to catch up on QA/QC, paper writing, and virtual events.  
● Prioritizing islands for restoration projects.   
● Installing ground water wells as part of 2018 Wetland Program Development Grant. They hope to install 

wells in the marsh to monitor groundwater in long-term sites. 
● Paddle for the Edge will be from the end of June to July.  

 
2)   Water Quality Monitoring: J. Vasslides  

● Continuous, long term monitoring stations will remain operational throughout winter.  
● High precision CO 2 sensor has been at the manufacturer for about a year, national issue 
● The 2019 report will be done shortly. Should be used as a template for subsequent reports. The 2020 

report will begin shortly after.  
● Two sensors were pulled this week to be cleaned, and shipped back to the manufacturer for cleaning and 

recalibration.  
● PCO2 sensor was removed from the field and shipped.  
● Continue to work with the DEP to collect watershed wide water quality sampling.   

 
3)   Watershed Plan Development: J. Vasslides  

● Ms. Pestalozzi is on maternity leave and returns February 8th. 
● BBP technician Sammy has completed all Toms River assessments and most of the 

Cedar/Forked/Oyster Creek visual assessments. Collections of those sites have begun as well.  
● CDM Smith has been pulling historical documents to perform technical analysis after visual assessment 

completion.  
● Tentative stakeholder meeting in March, which is contingent upon visual assessment completion.  
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Partner Updates 
Barbara Spinweber, USEPA R2 

● Announced EPA is preparing for the 2021-2022 Regional Wetland Program Development Grant 
cycle.  The regional announcement should come out mid-March.    

 
Virginia Rettig, EBF NWR 

● USACE project importance is heightened, which left no opportunity to visit EBF sites before the 
deadline. Ms. Rettig expressed interest in future USACE projects  

● USFWS and BBP have a work group to expand awareness and opportunities for island restoration.  
 
Amber Mallm, Monmouth Co. Planning Dept. 

● Continued resilient efforts along Monmouth bayshores.  
● DEP has funded some of their projects and is partnering to work on wetlands restoration (i.e., currently 

site-selection process).  
 
Tom Fote, Jersey Coast Anglers 

● Tentative Governors Fishing tournament will take place on May 15th, COVID dependent.  
● Recreational fishing industry is doing well.  
● Common fundraisers by NGO are not quite successful due to COVID restrictions.  

 
Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:24 AM.
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BBP Advisory Committee Video Conference Minutes  

March 9, 2021; 9:00 am–12:00 pm  

 Webex: ENTER WEBEX HERE  

Call-in: 408-418-9388, Passcode: 1324684947##  

 

Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Co Chairs Dr. Stan Hales & Karen Greene (NOAA), Kaitlin 

Gannon & Gregg Sakowicz (JCNERR), Virginia Rettig (EBF NWR), Vicki Pecchioli (OCPD), David Steinmann 

(NRCS), Barbara Spinweber & Elizabeth Butler (USEPA R2), Charles Caruso (PPA), Christine Raabe (OCSCD), 

Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Tom Fote (JCAA), Mark Villinger (OC Planning), Dr. Swarna Mutukrishnan (COA), 

Britta Wenzel (SBB), Rob Karl (Brick TWP MUA), Rick Bushnell (RCTB) 

 

Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Jim Vasslides, Martha Maxwell-Doyle, Karen Walzer, Emily Pirl, Ceili 

Pestalozzi, Raquel Rotem 

 

Welcome and Introductions: K. Greene and S. Hales 

Meeting began at 9:02 AM and introductions were made.  

Review of Draft Agenda & AC minutes of January 12, 2020: K. Greene & S. Hales 

The following revisions were discussed and approved based on majority vote. 

● T. Fote reported that the date for the Governor’s Fishing tournament is May 23rd and not May 15th.  

● B. Spinweber received comments from HQ, which suggested making edits to better capture the 

discussions on the program evaluation and regional wetland development grant.  All HQ comments will be 

compiled and shared with M. Maxwell-Doyle.  

 

Director’s Update: S. Hales 

OCC COVID-19 Update 

S. Hales reported that the OCC campus will continue to operate as a closed campus with the exception of classes 

that require in-person meetings (e.g., certification courses and labs). The campus expects to be open in the fall of 

2021.  

 

BBP Office and OCC Conference Center Facilities Renovation & Schedule Update 

S. Hales and K. Walzer reported that the reserved space for BBP at the new conference center was nearly 

complete. and remains to their satisfaction.  

 

Ms. Walzer emphasized the extent of wall space available for exhibits, and provided an overview of exhibits. S. 

Hales expressed the need for high resolution photography.  C. Caruso suggests communicating with Pineland 

Preservation Alliance to retrieve high quality photographs for the exhibits because they have been holding an 

event where photographers have been submitting their photos to be judged and rewarded. S. Hales noted that 
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OCC is covering exhibit costs.  

 

OCC Administrative Review 

S. Hales reported that OCC is working on its response and hopes to communicate with EPA later this quarter.  

 

CCMP Documents 

S. Hales reported that EPA HQ in region 2 has approved the documents, and extends words of gratitude for 

everyone’s time and effort investments. Responding to a question, S. Hales noted that the current document 

underwent very minor changes and that the content of the document had undergone only minimal changes. B. 

Spinweber mentioned a few edits included mentioning communities with environmental concerns in earlier 

portions of the documents rather than solely towards the end. S. Hales noted that the Program Office was working 

to get final production of the document completed. 

 

Program Evaluation  

S. Hales reported that a draft PE letter was received from EPA and under review by the program office for 

preparation of a response. The response will be considered by EPA to produce the final program evaluation letter, 

which would be shared when available.  

 

MOU 

S. Hales noted that the workgroup has been working steadily and making good progress since December to revise 

the MOU. Further revision and the completion of the MOU is anticipated to occur at the next Advisory 

Committee meeting. 

 

CCMP Event Discussions: S. Hales & K. Walzer 

K. Walzer reported that they were still seeking a location for the CCMP event, and were investigating the safety 

protocols for an in-person event. It was recommended to delay the event with the anticipation that the NJ outdoor 

limit will be raised allowing for greater flexibility on event location. If the event was delayed until September, 

then the weather may still be reasonable for an outdoor event, and it could take place around National Estuary 

Week - Sept 19th to 26th.  

 

T. Fote recommended having the event take place at the River Lady.  C. Raabe recommended having the event at 

the OCC conference center facility. This would provide an opportunity to showcase the new exhibits, and plenty 

of parking. S. Hales commented that the event could take place at OCC in the morning and move elsewhere later 

in the day to showcase different activities and partners.  

 

2021-22 BBP 320 Work Plan: S. Hales 

Purpose: Review and discussion regarding BBP’s annual work plan 

S. Hales noted that the work plan this year will include partner summaries to track any progress and future actions 

as they relate to CCMP implementation. Such information is important: it informs everyone about partner 

progress, future funding and other decision-making, and allows EPA to track and report out our activities.  A 
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partner reporting template has been shared with all partners.  Dr. Hales emphasized that the importance of 

providing a concise project summary.  

 

As a response to T. Fote, S. Hales noted that the reports are not limited to already listed projects, but may include 

other efforts or actions (e.g., meetings, workshops) consistent with work plan objectives and actions.  T. Fote 

suggested inviting in various clubs and other groups for a workshop to gather their information. 

 

2021 Work Plan schedule 

S. Hales requested that each partner fills out the work plan by mid-April. 

 

Discussion of additional staffing (see attached EPA NEP Funding Guidance) 

S. Hales reported that there is a commitment of $456,302 for salary and $149,00 for fringe benefits, consistent 

with OCC requirements. The salary values are based on estimates from M. Lancaster, and are likely to change  

(typically < 1%) for OCC BOT approval. 

 

Work Plan Items 

1. Water Quality 

a. Water Quality Monitoring Network 

i. S. Hales noted that this will operate as it has been all year by supporting and maintaining 

stations. The report on this data will be shared with everyone once revision is complete.  

b. Technical Assistance for Nutrient and Pathogen TMDLs and to Address Data Gaps 

i. S. Hales noted that this entailed the collaboration with DEP-funded partners in the bay. The 

projects had a delayed start, but now all projects are funded.  

c. Nutrient Management and Land Use Activities 

i. S. Hales noted that the successful Jersey Friendly Yards project will continue. 

ii. DEP funding was provided to develop a bay-friendly certification program. 

iii. S. Hales noted that we are participating in Rutgers green infrastructure champion program. 

d. Metedeconk River Watershed Protection and Restoration Plan 

i. The Metedeconk WMP will continue with significant additional DEP funding. A new 

project component was added to assess road salting.  

e. Toms River Watershed Protection and Restoration Plan 

i. S. Hales noted that the program office will continue with this.  

f. Cedar Creek/Forked River/Oyster Creek Watershed Protection and Restoration Plan 

i. S. Hales noted that the program office will continue with this.  

g. Support EPA Trash Free Waters 

i. S. Hales noted this work plan action involved a number of different partners. 

ii. B. Spinweber reported that coordination with EPA HQ has been removed.  

iii. S. Hales noted that OCC funds continue to be committed to a plastic waste reduction effort, 

installation of bottle filling stations across the campus. S. Hales reported that some partners 

are hosting virtual clean ups; larger events may be hosted during National Estuary week. 
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2. Water Supply 

a. State Water Supply Planning 

i. S. Hales reported that the state released a water supply master plan a few years ago and 

little has been done with it. The work plan proposes issuing a GFO to address this. C. 

Caruso commented that DEP analysis of rainfall data and Pinelands Commission with their 

minimum flow analysis and water supply issues are also key components. B. Spinweber 

noted that the process normally involved STAC discussing their priorities and seeking 

advisory committee approval to move forward; this process will be upheld and so the work 

plan language will change to reflect its priority but not commit STAC to a GFO to allow for 

STAC to consider all of their priorities and provide recommendations to the AC. 

b. Water Supply Monitoring, Conservation and Re-use Campaign 

i. S. Hales reported that Monmouth and Atlantic County Utility Authority are exploring 

potential treatment and re-use projects; communications on these issues will resume. 

 

3. Habitat 

a. Reduce Boating Impacts 

i. S. Hales reported that we are working with other groups to continue to raise awareness.   

ii. S. Hales noted that the growth of the ‘Don’t Harass Our Seagrass’ Campaign will continue.  

b. Shellfish/Eelgrass Restoration Development 

i. S. Hales reported that the STAC funded project will continue.  

ii. S. Hales noted that a SAV document is in review and looking to complete and share it this 

upcoming year. S. Hales noted that they are beginning the biennial SAV monitoring project 

with Stockton.  

c. Increase Resiliency and Adaptation Strategies 

i. S. Hales reported that M. Maxwell-Doyle will continue their technical assistant efforts to 

support different groups. They supported Rutgers in November with an initial pilot 

program, which helped Rutgers finetune their catalog for existing and future projects, and 

will be important in the future in terms of state funding considerations. 

ii. S. Hales stated they will reach out to the Corps for an update on the state of the plan and its 

schedule moving forward. K. Greene noted more information from the Corps will be 

provided in May, and they are having a meeting with the North Atlantic Division to further 

discuss the status this week. R. Bushnell and T. Fote recommended expanding 

communication with all members.  

b. Coastal Wetland Monitoring, Assessment and Restoration Project Development 

i. S. Hales reported that the wetlands work group has been set up within STAC with M. 

Maxwell-Doyle as the liason. The tidal wetland monitoring network and the Barnegat Bay 

Island work group will continue; more monitoring and restoration planning stem from these 

groups.  

c. Implement Estuarine and Riverine Nature-Based Shoreline Projects and Assessment Programs 
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i. S. Hales reported that this is a continuation effort and overlaps previously mentioned 

sections but with an emphasis on shoreline rather than wetlands as a whole. 

ii. M. Maxwell-Doyle reported that the newest addition to this section is the emphasis on 

growing the conversation about having a vision for wetland restoration in the system 

d. Citizen Science 

i. S. Hales reported that the Paddle for the Edge will continue. The virtual shift was 

successful; ways to strengthen the program virtually are under consideration.  

e. Long-Term Juvenile Nekton/Gelatinous Zooplankton Monitoring Project 

i. S. Hales stated that these projects will continue and are in their 10th year.  

ii. S. Hales reported that a technical manuscript about long-term changes regarding bay fishes 

is in production. 

f. Dam removal and Diadromous Fishes Monitoring 

i. J. Vasslides reported that the county will be replacing one of their fish ladders as part of 

their roadway improvement project. The BBP is interested in conducting a similar study 

done previously in 2013/2014 to tag fish to determine effectiveness of the new ladder; 

scheduling of the study is contingent upon construction schedules  

ii. J. Vasslides reported that they received a grant from DEP to conduct 150 stream road 

crossing assessment throughout the watershed, which is expected to begin in the next few 

weeks.  

iii. J. Vasslides reported that they are in the 10th year of the juvenile American eel survey. 

DEP will petition to have these data included in the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commision’s data set. 

 

2. Land Use 

a. Support Land Acquisition 

i. S. Hales stated that Ocean County Natural Land Trust provided a match to the grant. B. 

Spinweber recommended removing names of particular individuals and details about 

CCMP signing ceremony.  

b. OCC Sustainability/ Education Initiative 

i. S. Hales stated that collaborating with the college will continue. The new grounds keeper is 

quite interactive to promote native plants and steps to reduce storm water cut off on 

campus. More bottle filling stations have been added to campus. Engagement with a 

number of academic departments has grown.  

ii. K. Greene stated that the intent with offshore wind is that OCC was interested in more 

sustainable energy training programs for their students. It must be clear that public 

education functions can be provided without being biased towards any particular 

developers or energy opportunities. They recommended removing the last sentence in this 

section, especially because offshore wind is not one of the core partnership programs.  

 

3. Program Administration 
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a. BBP Funding Diversification and CCMP Implementation Funding 

i. S. Hales reported that the college has never charged direct or indirect costs to the BBP 

agreements. Because charging grant writing costs as a direct cost is no longer allowed, the 

BBP and OCC are exploring ways to generate and share some indirect costs to pay for 

grant writing and other expenses 

ii. S. Hales noted that the BBP was including development of a finance committee of program 

partners to develop a plan for fundraising/development activities. An additional staff person 

included in the proposed budget committed to development and budgeting activities. 

Further discussion of a finance committee and an additional staff member will be added to 

the agenda of the MOU meeting. 

iii. B. Spinweber reported that the wording should be more clear to state that fundraising is 

allowable by EPA NEP guidance (separate from indirect costs), but there are many 

constraints.  

 

b. MOU Review 

i. S. Hales reported that the revisions are well underway and a revision is expected next 

month.  

c. Science & Technical Advisory Committee Research and Implementing Projects, including State of 

the Bay Report 

i. No report.  

d. BBP Website Enhancement 

i. S. Hales reported that there is continued effort to further develop the website.  

e. Communication, Monitoring, Habitat and Financial Plans 

i. S. Hales reported that all of the plans will move forward on the schedules previously 

committed. The communication and financial plan will be finished this year of 2021/2022. 

The monitoring planning conversations have begun. The habitat plan will be supported with 

a contractor with expected completion in 2022/2023.  

f. CEC Communication Plan Implementation 

i. S. Hales reported this will continue to be revised. K. Walzer noted that after the completion 

of the communication plan, they are interested in issuing the next GFO for communication 

education grants.  

ii. K. Walzer reported that the CEC is now participating in the new coastal flooding 

communications social media campaign, which is currently under development. 

g. STAC/CEC Workshop/conferences 

i. J. Vasslides stated that the report is delayed from the original schedule and is expected to 

be completed mid/end summer; the conference will therefore tentatively take place in the 

fall.  

h. Supplies to Support NEP Work Activities 

i. S. Hales reported that money is committed here. 

i. Information Technology Support 
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i. S. Hales reported that money is committed here. 

j. Equipment 

i. S. Hales reported that money is committed here. 

k. Travel and Training 

i. S. Hales reported that travel has been limited; thus, money remaining in current accounts 

appeared dequate to support travel the next year. 

l. MISC 

i. K. Greene recommended reaching out to underserved communities and improving the 

connection with citizens in the communication plan. They recommend further highlighting 

these groups more throughout the work plan. C. Caruso recommended utilizing the fine 

scale census dataset provided by DEP to identify environmental justice concern 

communities. B. Wenzel commented that the census may be filtered via demographic, 

income, and historic pollution. This may be used to modify action items in the work plan.  

 

REP/DEP Update: L. Lurig  

L. Luring reported that every contract has finally been executed. She recommended partners to review their 

proposals for any information that is no longer accurate, and bring it to their DEP project manager’s attention to 

avoid any impending major issues. 

 

There is a new division being formed - Watershed and Land Management will take lead on the estuary programs. 

The lead is still undecided, but will be announced once known.  

 

STAC Update: J. Vasslides   

State of the Bay Workgroup   

J. Vasslides reported that the workgroup is continuing to operate. The State of the Bay report is expected to be 

delayed from the original schedule and may be completed until mid-summer; the conference is therefore 

tentatively delayed until the fall.  

 

STAC GFO 

J. Vasslides reported that the GFO is still to be determined. 

 

Wetlands, Stormwater, Pathogen and Shellfish Workgroup updates 

Due to time constraints no updates were provided.  

 

CEC Update: K. Gannon & K. Walzer 

Annual Report 

K. Walzer reported that the annual report is now available.  

 

Communication Plan  

Due to time constraints no updates were provided.  
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Upcoming Webinars 

K. Walzer reported that webinars continue to be held on the second Tuesday of each month, including tonight. 

Ask a Barnegat Bay Scientist webinars are taking place on March 24th and April 20th led by J. Vasslides and M. 

Maxwell-Doyle, respectively.  

 

Partner Updates 

Virginia Rettig, EBF NWR 

V. Rettig reported that they are in the process of creating a single-day workshop, which is to take place in late 

April. The workshop will cover the progress on using dredged material for marsh projects in NJ-DE, technical and 

regulatory aspects of the project, and barriers. The audience will be geared towards tentative participants in future 

projects.  

 

V. Rettig also reported that EBF held its first burn in over 10 years to remove dense phragmites and cattail in the 

West Pool of the Galloway Wildlife Drive. The burn was deemed successful.  

 

Britta Wenzel, SBB 

B. Wenzel reported that SBB is celebrating their 50th anniversary. They are creating a documentary film on the 

efforts to protect and restore the bay, which is expected to be launched in July and watched around the watershed. 

More details will be provided once information on outdoor-film-watching is clarified.  

 

B. Wenzel reported that they are hiring one full-time position (Executive Assistant) and one part-time position 

(Sea Nettle Education Coordinator).  

 

All 3 grants that were in collaboration with the DEP have begun - stormwater education for municipal officials, 

jellyfish remediation project, and rally for Barnegat  Bay project.  

 

Elizabeth Butler, USEPA R2 

E. Butler reported that they are having a Region 2 NEP directors meeting on March 18th with a focus on 

administration priority and climate change. Project planning is expected to have a greater water focus (e.g., clean 

water act, wastewater to drinking water).   

 

Vicki Pecchioli, OCPD 

V. Pecchioli reported they are working on a website for the Cactus Island living shoreline restoration project 

because it is a great approach to provide information and engage with the public.   

 

Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 11:53AM.
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BBP Virtual Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday September 14, 2021; 9:00 am–12:00 pm 

 
Final as Approved – November 9, 2021 

 
 
Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Co-Chairs Karen Greene (NOAA-NMFS) & 
Dr. Stan Hales (BBP), Virginia Rettig (EBF NWR), Barbara Spinweber & Elizabeth Butler 
(USEPA R2), Charles Caruso (PPA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Dr. Elizabeth Lacey (STAC Chair, 
RSU), Amber Mallm (MC), Angela Andersen (LBT), Christine Rabe (OCSCD), Colleen Adams 
(OCC), Ed Wengrowski (NJ Pinelands Commission), Joel Mott (NJ Pinelands Commission), 
Keith Marcoon (OCUA), Kimberly Cenno (NJDEP), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Swarna 
Muthukrishnan (COA), Rob Karl (BTMUA), Mark Villinger (OCPD), Will Ruocco (BTMUA), 
Tom Fote (JCAA), Peter Rowe (NJ SeaGrant), Kaitlin Gannon (JCNERR). 
 
Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Martha Maxwell-Doyle, Dr. Jim Vasslides, Karen Walzer, 
Emily Pirl, Ceili Pestalozzi, Shannon Vasquez 
 
Welcome and Introductions: K. Greene & S. Hales  
Meeting started at 9:05 and introductions were made. 
 
Review of Draft Agenda & AC July 13, 2021 meeting minutes:  K. Greene & S. Hales  
Minor edits for AC July 13, 2021 meeting minutes. Spelling on three names to be edited. Motion 
to accept the minutes and agenda made by Ms. Lurig and Ms. Rettig seconded, passed 
unanimously.  
 
Director’s Update: S. Hales  
BBP Office OCC Conference Center Renovation & Schedule: Renovation will not be complete 
by the October 26th CCMP event. OCC is working as quickly as possible to complete the 
renovation and BBP can stay in the Russell Building as long as needed.  
 
OCC administrative review: Dr. Hales stated that the administrative review should be complete 
this week, he’s just awaiting Dr. Larson’s signature. Dr. Hales would like to thank Mary 
Lancaster and EPA with all their assistance. 
 
MOU: Dr. Hales has been working with Mary Lancaster and others to take MOU changes 
through the proper channels within the college. He would like to have a meeting in the next few 
weeks to discuss conflicts of interest among other groups. Dr. Hales requests that any changes or 
comments on the draft MOU be sent to him by 9/21/2021. Dr. Hales confirmed that this is not 
the final draft of the MOU; there will be more revisions and the MOU workgroup will continue.  
 
Offshore Wind: Dr. Hales has a call tomorrow to discuss next steps. 
 
USACE Back Bay Study Update: S. Hales & others  
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The contractor has provided a draft document and Dr. Hales is in the process of revising it. He 
plans to get it to the STAC advisory committee next week so everyone will have a week to 10 
days to revise and submit by mid-October.  
 
Dr. Hales thanked everyone who joined the conference call with USACE. Dr. Hales encouraged 
everyone to review the recorded call (email mmdoyle@ocean.edu for link) or attended one of the 
2 public meetings that are coming up. Ms. Greene stated that she believes they are keeping the 
comment section deadline the same and recommends asking for an extension in submitted 
comments. Dr. Hales stated that he thinks it’s appropriate to send in comments to USACE and a 
letter to the governor’s office expressing concerns. This letter would be drafted and revised by 
all. Discussion about comments and concerns ensued. Ms. Greene said they are seeking 
comments about environmental effects and studies that should be done to address them. Ms. 
Rettig recommended cc’ing the governor’s office rather than writing a separate letter. 
 
CCMP Document & Event “Rollout” Updates: S. Hales  
Dr. Hales thanked Sherry Shifren and her team for catching a minor error in a data point in the 
CCMP. Dr. Vasslides said there was a discrepancy found among data for bathing beach closure- 
this error shifted target closures one day less (75 days target to 74 days). The error was fixed in 
in 2 locations within the CCMP (executive summary and in chapter 3). The final document is 
going to the publisher this week.  
 
Dr. Hales recommended that the in-person event scheduled for October 26th be done virtually 
instead.  OCC has made changes to policies on campus. Many partners could not participate due 
to current COVID-19 restrictions. Discussion of people’s views on the matter ensued. Dr. Hales 
suggested a virtual event on October 26th. Mr. Fote motioned to have the event virtually, Ms. 
Butler seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 
 
MOU Review Update: S. Hales  
Dr. Hales stated that the MOU brought the STAC and CEC charters into uniformity. Dr. Hales 
requests that everyone look it over and send any questions/comments by Monday (9/20) COB. 
He reassured everyone that this is not the final draft, but comments and suggestions now will 
help the MOU group. 
 
REP/DEP Update: L. Lurig  
Ms. Lurig will be having an outside meeting at Forked River Bayfront Park for the Living 
Shoreline 2018 RFP grantees. ALS will be showing their project. The meeting may be postponed 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, but she is unsure at this time. Meeting with the Education groups 
may be happening soon. Jay Springer left DEP so 319 no longer has someone heading it up. 
 
STAC Update: E. Lacey, G. Sakowicz, J. Vasslides  
Dr. Vasslides- The STAC hasn’t met in a couple months due to summer schedules. They are 
scheduled to meet October 13, 2021. SOTB working group sent a draft out for comments, Dr. 
Vasslides received comments back and is working on changes. He received great feedback on 
target graphics so he will be getting those updates to the graphic department. Dr. Vasslides is 
hoping to get text and figures out to the STAC by September to work on revisions. He will be 
reaching out to partners for photos to include. 
 
No shellfish or pathogens workgroup update. 
 

mailto:mmdoyle@ocean.edu
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Ms. Rettig- The Wetlands Group will be meeting next week to continue visioning and start 
focusing on exactly what they plan to accomplish. 
 
Ms. Pestalozzi- The Stormwater working group has not met since the end of May. The Pinelands 
Commission has released a new stormwater document and comments are due at the end of the 
week. The group drafted comments and a letter which are mostly supportive of the document. 
The groups letter was sent to the STAC last week for revisions. Revisions are due today and the 
letter will be submitted at the end of the week. 
 
Dr. Lacey- The GFO removed match and opened back up for submissions. They received a 
proposal from USGS which is now in the approval stage. 
 
CEC Update: K. Gannon, J. Mott, K. Walzer  
Ms. Gannon- The CEC made recent changes to the Communication and Outreach Plan. Ms. 
Walzer asked for a motion. Ms. Raabe made motion to make changes to the revision, Mr. Fote 
seconded. Unanimous support. The CEC is working on scheduling outings and guest 
presentations. They recently had one to Pinelands Adventures and they’re scheduling for Sedge 
in the fall. Ms. Gannon is creating a shared CEC document for ideas and suggestions. The next 
meeting is October 27, 2021.  
 
There is a Jersey Friendly Yards webinar tonight and every 2nd Tuesday of the month. Ms. 
Walzer stated that the Trash Free Waters Project is moving forward. This is a student driven 
media campaign (with support from EPA). They are making plans to hold some focus groups 
with OCC students and MATES students to get their thoughts on trash in the watershed and then 
will be creating a media campaign.   
 
BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff  
1) Wetlands Monitoring & Assessment: M. Maxwell Doyle, E. Pirl & S. Vasquez  
Ms. Pirl stated that along with the normal SSIM monitoring they’ve formally integrated 
Lighthouse Center into the long-term monitoring network. In addition to completing field 
activities this summer, two new MACWA documents have been put together. The Umbrella 
Quality Assurance Plan has been updated and revised and a Multi-tier QAPP has been creating 
with the two existing SSIM and RAM QAPPs. Ms. Pirl stated that a new MACWA strategy 
document has been created using the feedback received from the Fall 2020 MACWA meeting. 
Ms. Vasquez stated that Paddle for the Edge had another successful survey. This summer, citizen 
scientists collected data from 1,567 locations throughout the bay which means they covered over 
30 miles of shoreline! This represents more than 390 volunteer hours of time.  

2) Water Quality Monitoring: J. Vasslides & N. Petersen  
BBP finally got the high precision sensor back after 2 years. It was perfect timing as Ms. 
Petersen had to ship the other sensor back to Canada for emergency repair. The Coastal 
Acidification Sensors will run through the winter which will be new for BBP. 
 
3) Watershed Plan Development: J. Vasslides & C. Pestalozzi  
Ms. Pestalozzi stated that they have been monitoring Toms River and Cedar Creek/Forked River 
sites. She will have a year of data for all sites soon. CDM Smith is eagerly awaiting the water 
quality data so they can do some technical analysis. Ms. Pestalozzi is working to get water 
quality problem area suggestions through social media, blog posts, and news articles. She met 
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with municipalities in each of the watersheds and they were able to provide her with useful 
information. 
 
4) Ecosystem Monitoring: J. Vasslides.  
Dr. Vasslides stated that the long-term seining project has been going in full effect and will be 
continuing through October. The seining team encountered minimal weather issues this summer 
but were able to work around them. BBP received funding from DEP to look at stream crossings 
from 2 different perspectives. They surveyed about 100 stream crossings in the spring and will 
be resuming in the fall through early winter.  
 
Partner Updates 
Pinelands Commission- Mr. Wengrowski stated that the Pinelands Commission has a Storm 
Water Management Rule Proposal out for public comment. The deadline is September 17th. Mr. 
Wengrowski stated that they are proud of the rule as it currently exists, but he encourages people 
to submit comments before the deadline. The Pinelands Commission is currently seeking a 
permanent Executive Director- details are on their website. Mr. Mott added that on Thursday, 
September 16th there will be a webinar- Conserve Wildlife Foundation will be presenting on rare 
bats in the pinelands. Mr. Wengrowski also added that the Pinelands Commission just got 
funding approval from the Governor’s office to fill 6 vacant positions in either December or the 
start of the new year, positions will be posted on their website in the next month.  
 
New Jersey Bay Islands Initiative- Ms. Rettig stated that the group is working on a web-based 
tool called the NJ Bay Islands Restoration Planner. The tool will enable users to look at various 
metrics to help plan islands restoration. The tool is important for practitioners working on 
restoration projects. NJBII will be doing a press release soon. Dr. Hales asked if the tool is ready 
for feedback from the STAC. Virginia agreed to talk to the parties working on it and they may 
share the tool for feedback.  
 
NJ Sea Grant- Mr. Rowe stated that NJ Sea Grant officially hired a new communications 
specialist. Mr. Rowe thanked Dr. Hales for efforts in providing comments on proposals in their 
Research Competition. October 1, 2021 will be virtual Ocean Fun Day. Livestream events are on 
Oct 1, 6, and 30th. Visit oceanfundays.org for more information. 
 
USEPA R2- EPA headquarters is hosting a new program evaluation guidance webinar on 
September 21st at 2:30 for NEP directors. Ms. Butler advised that the NYNJ Harbor Estuary 
Program has been doing work similar to the stream crossing work that Dr. Vasslides mentioned 
earlier; there may be an opportunity to share information between the groups. Ms. Butler 
confirmed that someone will be attending the CEC October 27th meeting and will provide a 
presentation/demo on the EJ tool. Headquarters released the final National Coastal Condition 
Assessment Report from 2015. https://www.epa.gov/national-aquatic-resource-surveys/ncca 
 
JCAA- Mr. Fote stated that JCAA has been looking at how climate change is affecting fisheries. 
Mr. Fote suggests that if you have comments about the matter to let the governor’s office and 
NOAA know. 
 
 
Adjournment  
Ms. Greene reminded everyone that the next virtual meeting will be on November 9, 2021. Ms. 
Maxwell- Doyle thanked everyone for attending the meeting. Meeting adjourned 10:46 
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Upcoming Meetings and Events  
October 1st- Ocean Fun Day (Virtual- oceanfundays.org) 
October 26th – CCMP Event (Virtual) 
October 27th – CEC Meeting  
November 9th – AC Meeting  
December 8th – STAC Meeting 
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BBP Advisory Committee Video Conference Agenda 

Tuesday July 13, 2021; 9:00 am–12:00 pm 
    
As Approved by the AC on September 14, 2021 
 

 
Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Co-Chairs Karen Greene (NOAA-NMFS & 
Dr. Stan Hales (BBP), Virginia Rettig (EBF NWR), David Steinmann (NRCS), Barbara 
Spinweber & Elizabeth Butler (USEPA R2), Charles Caruso (PPA), Lynette Lurig & Kimberly 
Cenno (NJDEP), Dr. Elizabeth Lacey (STAC Chair, RSU), Rob Karl & Will Ruocco (BTMUA), 
Dr. Steve Yergeau (RCE), Tom Fote (JCAA), Jack Szczepanski (Princeton Hydro), Joel Mott (NJ 
Pinelands Commission), Christine Rabe (OCSCD), Swarna Muthukrishnan (COA), Kayci 
Clayton (OCC), Vicki Pecchioli (OCPD), Greg Sakowicz & Kaitlin Gannon (JCNERR), George 
Murnyak (Citizen Rep.), Peter Rowe (NJ SeaGrant), Britta Forsberg & Willie deCamp (SBB) 
 
Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Jim Vasslides, Martha Maxwell-Doyle, Karen Walzer, 
Emily Pirl 
 
Welcome and Introductions: S. Hales 
Meeting started at 9:05 and introductions were made. 
 
Review of Draft Agenda & AC 05.11.2021 meeting minutes: S. Hales 
May 11th Agenda- No edits, Name spelling for AC minutes to be edited. Motion to accept the 
minutes and agenda by Ms. Rettig and second by Dr. Yergeau, pass unanimously.  Abstain: T 
Fote, C Raabe 
   
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
BBP Office OCC Conference Center Renovation College is adding artwork to the entrance. As of 
the week after July 4th, student development staff is back on campus and no plan as of yet for BBP 
staff to be back on campus full time, could be late August or early fall.  
 
OCC administrative review Final documents are being prepped from OCC and EPA, hopefully 
complete soon.  
 
MOU Discussion of conflicts of interest will take place with the next MOU workgroup meeting 
(tentatively Mid-August).   
 
RAE NEP Grants Few projects submitted by partners, letters for full proposals have not been 
announced.  
 
Offshore Wind Offshore wind firms received approvals from BPU, but no formal announcements 
have been announced regarding relationships with the Program Office.   
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USACE Back Bay Study: S. Hales 
The core has shared preliminary versions of their DEIS, preferred alternative, and going through 
admin review along with the states review.  Several communications w/ Dr. Hales say that this 
document will be released August 6th with a 45-day review period.  Program office will work with 
Partner (USFWS) to contract a comment document. Dr. Hales and Dr. Vasslides will edit and get 
to partners. Ms. Green said that the comments on this draft are very important and will help best 
inform this large project. NOAA will also be commenting on the DEIS and will share their 
comments with the AC. Some attendees added that these comments are important and could 
change the landscape of the bay and also expressed an interest in knowing the nature of any other 
partners who make comments on the DEIS.   
 
CCMP Update: S. Hales 
Outside contractor working on getting final draft together, staff is working on last final small edits.  
Printer said there is a 2-month delay in printing hard copies.  Starting to get things together for a 
roll out meeting (Tentatively the first weeks of October: 5th from 1-3pm, 6th 10am-noon, 7th 10am-
noon or 13th 10am-noon). Ms. Walzer shared that we would like all partners to be at this public 
event held in the conference center.  There will be a signing ceremony and also hoping to have 
print copies to hand out. The CEC is working to put together a short program for the event 
(speaker schedule, etc.). Ms. Walzer stated that they were potentially exploring pontoon boat rides 
with the County Parks to get people out on the bay, currently exploring logistics. Ms. Rettig 
mentioned this could be an opportunity to highlight some of the work of the partners like the NJ 
Bay Islands Initiative. 
   
REP/DEP Update: L. Lurig 
Ms. Cenno stated NJDEP is going back to office on a staggered schedule on September 7th.  Ms. 
Lurig stated every contract is executed and everyone will have their quarterly report in by next 
week.  She also stated that she is working to set up coordination meetings between groups 
working in similar subject matters (i.e., shoreline projects, outreach projects).  First partner 
meeting will be between the living shoreline projects soon. Mr. Caruso asked to have a partner 
meeting among the storm water projects. 
 
STAC Update: S. Yergeau E. Lacey, J. Vasslides   
State of the Bay Workgroup met yesterday and managed to work through most action items and 
aligned those with the CCMP.  Main concern was CCMP items that lack data, and they will try to 
make some headway on highlighting the need for those data. Dr. Vasslides is making edits from 
yesterday’s meeting and will get it back to the working group for review, then up to the STAC. 
 
STAC GFO and Match Requirements: Received 1 LOI that did not have required budget 
requirements (lack of match), STAC discussed waiving the match requirement to potentially open 
back up the GFO to seek more applicants.  Dr. Lacey would also like to explore some more 
opportunities to disseminate this GFO wider and also revisit the GFO for goals that include EJ 
priority areas. Ms. Raabe made a motion to remove the match requirements from the GFO, E. 
Butler conditionally approved this removal from EPA but will follow up later today, Ms. Forsberg 
second, motioned unanimously approved.  Ms. Butler also mentioned she would like to set up a 
training meeting with the EPA EJ staff for any partners to demonstrate the EJ SCREEN tool and 
how to incorporate this tool into programmatic activities.  
 
STAC leadership transition: At June meeting, there was the leadership transition. Thanked Dr. 
Yergeau and congratulated Dr. Lacey on her new position as STAC Chair. Mr. Sakowicz is the 
new Vice Chair. 
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Workgroup Updates: 
Wetlands: Ms. Rettig- meeting regularly to get vision organized for the group and get the platform 
set moving forward. Moving toward identify highest priorities and tying this back to CCMP 
priorities. Ms. Maxwell-Doyle added that SAV will be included in this group. 
 
Pathogen: DEP working w/ County Health Department on Toms River studies, to look at pathogen 
issues. 
 
Stormwater: Stormwater WG had been very active and had discussion on storm water utilities and 
the feasibility studies.  C. Caruso also invited NJDEP to present to a BBP Committee on 
stormwater law and how to implement it.  
 
Shellfish Workgroup: No update 
 
CEC Update: J. Mott, PC & K. Walzer 
Ms. Walzer introduced Mr. Mott as new Co-Chair, and thanked Ms. Kondrup for her role as CEC 
Chair over the last 2 years.  Revised CEC Charter and Communication Plan was approved by the 
CEC, revised document to include roles and functions of CEC members and their roles. The 
Citizen Rep position will be provided with support for citizen engagement activities and will also 
be a voting member.  Asked for approval from the AC.  Motion to approve was initiated by C. 
Caruso and second by Dr. Yergeau.  Passed unanimously by AC.  

 
Communication plan was approved by the CEC and will be on the agenda for AC approval at next 
meeting. G. Murnyak will now be a voting member on the CEC.  Citizen group has been working 
on questions regarding water quality feedback from citizens. 

 
BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 
Wetlands Monitoring & Assessment:  M. Maxwell Doyle 
Continuing monitoring activities, also submitted WPDG for ecosystem service project. Wrapping 
up FY18 grant this year and continuing work on FY20 projects.  
 
Water Quality Monitoring: J. Vasslides 
Continuous WQ monitoring is up and running, however some equipment it undergoing repairs 
and will be deployed when fixed. Staff are making the final edits to the 2019 WQ report, and 
hope to have it out shortly with a 2020 report following shortly after. DEP discrete sampling is 
also moving forward.  
 
Watershed Plan Development: J. Vasslides 
Continue to collect WQ data and are collecting bi-weekly for analysis. S. Hales and C. Pestalozzi 
are working on municipality engagement. CDM is starting to do the technical analysis to move 
the plan forward. 
 
Ecosystem Monitoring: J. Vasslides. 
The long-term seining project continues; catches include some fishes that we do not usually catch 
(smooth dogfish). Manuscript for long term sampling was just submitted to Estuaries and Coasts.  
 
Partner Updates 
OCSD: Ms. Rabe- Natural Resource Education Foundation received their water and land 
management permit for the 319-grant living shoreline project. 

 
JCNERR: Mr. Sakowicz the JCNEER with partners in southern labs are participating in Louis 
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Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation program to host interns.  They are focusing on WQ data 
from JCNERR and BBP. 
 
NOAA: Ms. Greene stated that the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management published 3 notices of 
intent to prepare EISs.  One for Empire Wind off of NY/NJ, Park City in New England and one for 
Virginia and are looking for scoping comments.  They also published a proposed notice of lease 
sale for wind energy areas off of New Jersey and are also looking for comments on that. 
 
Mr. Fote: Starting to addressing concerns and representation issues for communities of 
environmental justice concerns through work in some groups he participates.   
 
EPA: Ms. Butler said there is a small workgroup with NEPs regarding EJ priorities and asked S. 
Hales if he would like to be involved in that group.  EPA is revising the 5-year program evaluation 
guidance, thanked everyone for comments. 
 
NJSG: Dr. Rowe said they are reviewing 22 proposals and will be out mid December.  They are 
starting the writing of the ONMIVOUS regarding clean vessel act.  They are also having their 
summer camps in Sandy Hook.  They will be having ocean fun days virtually this year in October 
from the 1st-31st to submit any virtual videos or live opportunities.  
 
NJPC: Mr. Mott- they are transiting into hybrid model office schedule with being fully open by 
September 7th. Susan Grogan is new acting director.  Commission is focusing on their 
comprehensive management plan and including climate change.  They are also starting to being 
again some in person education events which includes the Summer Short Course event this month. 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:58 am. 
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