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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
February 24, 2021 at 9:30 am
WebEx Meeting

Attending CEC Members: Shari Kondrup (Chair, BTMUA), Kaitlin Gannon (Co-Chair,
JCNERR), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA), Karen
Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Becky Laboy
(OCSCD), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks and
Recreation)

Attending Guests: George Murnyak (BBP Citizenship Representative to the Policy Committee),
Murray Rosenberg (BBP Citizen Representative Alternate), Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore
Style), Toni Heater (NJDEP), Chelsea Pascoe (Orsted), Regina Lotito (Long Beach Township)

Guest Presenters: Mike Gerrity and Alexandra Reynolds (Atlantic Shores)
Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales

Absent CEC Members: Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp (NJ
American Water), Joel Mott (NJ Pinelands Commission), Amber Mallm (Monmouth Co.
Planning)

Welcome and Introductions
Meeting called to order at 9:35 am by Shari Kondrup, who informed attendees that the meeting
was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review and Approval of December 16, 2020 Meeting Minutes

Ms. Laboy requested a correction to the OCSCD’s partner update; the number of beachgrass
plants installed by Master Naturalist volunteers should be changed to 900. Ms. Laboy motioned
to approve the minutes with the correction, seconded by Mr. Dalzell, approved by all.

BBP Outreach Updates

Education and Outreach Retreat

Ms. Walzer reported on the evaluation results for the 2021 Education and Outreach Retreat. A
total of 37 individuals attended the virtual retreat; 14 answered questions about their experience
via a BBP Google form. The following is a summary of the 14 responses:

e About 72% of those attending participated in other Retreats, and about 29% were first-
time attendees.



e The content, presenters, usefulness of information, and virtual format were rated
excellent overall.

e Comments about what they liked most included the break-out sessions, excellent
presenters, and locally-relevant information.

e Comments about what they liked least included not having the in-person experience and
needing better instructions for accessing the break-out sessions.

CCMP Event

Dr. Hales announced that the EPA approved the BBP’s Comprehensive Conservation and
Management Plan (CCMP). The next steps are to finalize the document for publication and plan
a celebratory event announcing the CCMP. He requested CEC feedback about the type of event
and when and where it should be held. There was a discussion about a virtual vs. an in-person
event, or a combination of both. Several CEC members liked the idea of having a virtual
component, followed by an outdoor event. CEC members advised waiting until early fall to hold
an in-person event. One possible outdoor location discussed was the bayfront area outside of the
Ocean County Park and Recreation Department’s offices in Toms River. Mr. Claus said the park
system’s new pontoon boat would also be available by the fall. Suggestions regarding what
information to include during an event were recognition of partners and their work; overview of
the CCMP and its priorities; and how local communities are an integral part of the plan’s
success.

Presentation by Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind

Mr. Gerrity and Ms. Reynolds presented a PowerPoint giving an overview and status update of
their proposed wind project along the NJ coast. Atlantic Shores submitted a bid to the state in
December of 2020; the state’s decision is expected in June, 2021. A recording of their
presentation is part of the CEC meeting recording, which is available here:
https://ocean.webex.com/ocean/Idr.php?RCID=62152a001e7f4a6b8055¢ff418d995¢e (use the
password jJHmhJS94 to view the recording).

Communication Plan Revision and Next GFO

To align the plan’s format more closely with that of the CCMP, information about funding
amounts and sources and about lead partners are being added to the draft Communication Plan.
After the additions, the CEC will review it again and make further revisions if needed, then vote
to approve or disapprove. Once the final Communication Plan is approved, the CEC can move
forward with the next Communication and Education Grant Funding Opportunity (GFO). Dr.
Hales informed the CEC that Atlantic Shores committed to providing funding support for the
Communication and Education Grant program if their project bid is approved by the state.

Citizen Representatives and Alternates

Mr. Murnyak and the Alternate Citizen Representatives have been meeting monthly and
discussing surveys as a tool for gathering feedback from citizens. At the last CEC meeting, they
requested input from members about what types of information from citizens would be useful to
the CEC’s outreach efforts. Ms. Lurig, who has experience creating surveys for NJDEP, offered
to help the Citizen Representative group, and suggested setting up a subcommittee to advise the
group on survey questions.


https://ocean.webex.com/ocean/ldr.php?RCID=62152a001e7f4a6b8055cff418d995ee

Barnegat Bay Exhibit at Ocean County College

The CEC briefly discussed the planned Barnegat Bay exhibit on the walls of the new Conference
Center at the college (BBP offices are located in the back portion of the same building). The
exhibit is an opportunity to share information about the estuary and watershed, Barnegat Bay
Partnership, CCMP, and more. A subcommittee of interested CEC members will be formed to
advise the BBP on the content for the exhibit.

Partner Updates and New Business

OCSCD: Ms. Laboy reported on a series of three “Getting to Know Your Soil” webinars that the
OCSCD is partnering on with Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Ocean County; she will share a
flyer about the webinars with the CEC. OCSCD is planning the 2021 Environmental Educators
Roundtable as a combination of webinars and garden tours. The theme is “Inspiration for a
Jersey-Friendly School Yard,” with three webinars on Wednesday evenings and three garden
tours on Saturdays.

RCTB: Mr. Dalzell reported that RCTB continues to assist with the Mordecai Island living
shoreline project. RCTB is still looking for funding for a RCTB display at Jenkinson’s Aquarium
about the watershed and aquaculture; the display will include a custom tank.

JC NERR: Ms. Gannon reported on a recent Lunch ‘N Learn program with MATES students
speaking about their current research. She is collaborating with Ms. Kondrup and Ms. Heater on
a Project WET workshop about climate change; the workshop is on March 22™. Ms. Gannon
will also be one of the presenters at a webinar about a project studying the impact of sea level
rise on mosquito populations; JC NERR was one of the partners on the grant-funded project. She
also reported there was an incidence of vandalism on the JC NERR wetlands trail; two benches
and the observation deck were damaged. As a result, JC NERR plans to install a security camera.

SBB: Ms. Taylor reported that SBB is hiring for two positions, a full-time executive assistant
and a part-time sea nettle education coordinator for the NJDEP grant-funded project. The
Berkeley Search and Rescue team is recruiting new members to help with the sea nettle project.
The EcoCenter is not formally open yet, but some spring programs are being planned as either
virtual or outdoor events. The next SBB book club meeting is a discussion of “Silent Spring” by
Virginia Rettig and Forsythe Refuge staff.

NJDEP: Ms. Lurig reported that all of the REPS grants have been executed. She also reported
that there are several full-time openings at NJDEP.

EPA: Ms. Spinweber thanked the CEC and BBP for their hard work on the CCMP.
Long Beach Township: Ms. Lotito reported for Ms. Andersen, who was unable to attend the

meeting. She said Long Beach Township is working to expand the oyster recycling program,
including on the mainland.

Orsted: Ms. Pascoe reported that Orsted launched Pro-NJ Grantor Trust, which offers small,
women-owned and minority-owned businesses in New Jersey support in reconfiguring their



businesses to participate in the developing offshore wind industry. More information is available
at www.pronjtrust.org.

BTMUA: Ms. Kondrup reported she will be hosting a virtual Project WET workshop for
Georgian Court University on March 16th. On March 22nd, she will be co-hosting a free virtual
workshop with JC NERR to introduce Project WET’s Climate, Water and Resiliency guide to
educators. The NJDEP and BTMUA will be hosting a virtual rain barrel workshop on a Sunday
in Lakewood (details still to be determined). Ms. Kondrup is starting to plan the BTMUA’s 2021
Evenings at the Reservoir programs.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
Next meeting: April 28, 2021 at 9:30 am
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
April 28, 2021 at 9:30 am
WebEx Meeting

Attending CEC Members: Shari Kondrup (Chair, BTMUA), Kaitlin Gannon (Co-Chair,
JCNERR), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison),
Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Amber Mallm
(Monmouth Co. Planning), Joel Mott (NJ Pinelands Commission) Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks
and Recreation)

Attending Guests: Murray Rosenberg (BBP Citizen Representative Alternate), Heidi Thompson
(Jersey Shore Style), Chelsea Pascoe (Orsted)

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales

Absent CEC Members: Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp (NJ
American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Kelly Scott (IBSP),

Welcome and Introductions
Meeting called to order at 9:35 am by Shari Kondrup, who informed attendees that the meeting
was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review and Approval of February 24, 2021 Meeting Minutes
Mr. Mott motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Ms. Laboy, approved by all.

CEC Co-Chair and Charter
Nominations for Next CEC Co-Chair

Ms. Kondrup will complete her two-year term as CEC Chair on June 30th, and Kaitlin Gannon,
the current Co-chair, will become Chair starting on July 1st. Nominations are being accepted to
fill the Co-chair position. The CEC will vote on a new Co-Chair during its June meeting.

Action: Submit Co-chair nominations to Ms. Walzer prior to the June 23™ meeting.

Revisions to Charter

During the last BBP MOU meeting, BBP partners recommended the CEC review and update the
sections on CEC roles and functions, public participation on the CEC, and duties of the Citizen
Representative. The CEC discussed these sections at the meeting and suggested some changes
and additions. The draft of the revised Charter incorporating the CEC’s edits will be emailed to
the CEC for review and comments.



Action: Ms. Walzer will prepare and email the draft revised Charter to the CEC with a request to
review it and submit any additional comments to her (deadline date to be determined).

Citizen Participation in the BBP

Prior to the meeting, the CEC received a summary of the discussion at the December CEC
meeting about ways to increase citizen participation in the BBP. The CEC continued the
discussion at this meeting. Members reviewed the role of the Citizen Representatives and
Alternates in communicating citizen concerns to the BBP. A suggestion was made to expand and
strengthen the role of the Citizen Representative and Alternates by making the Citizen
Representative a voting member of the CEC. A discussion ensued about whether it should be one
vote by the Citizen Representative, or whether the Alternates should also be individual voting
members on the CEC. The CEC decided to table the discussion about the number of votes.

The CEC then discussed a suggestion made by one of the BBP partners about forming a new
citizen advisory committee. The consensus of the CEC was to first take the approach of
increasing citizen involvement through the Citizen Representative and Alternates rather than
form a new BBP committee. Ms. Kondrup called for a vote on the issue; CEC members
attending the meeting voted unanimously to recommend not forming a new citizen advisory
committee. The CEC did recommend strengthening the relationship between the CEC and the
Citizen Representative group through a voting membership on the CEC and by providing more
CEC guidance and support for their efforts.

Action: A vote by email will be held by the CEC regarding a recommendation about adding the
Citizen Representative as a voting member of the CEC.

Communication Plan

Ms. Walzer had emailed the draft Communication Plan to the CEC for a final review and
comments prior to a vote at the meeting. Ms. Gannon asked that JCNERR be removed as a lead
partner on one of the actions. With that correction, Mr. Mott motioned to approve the
communication plan, Mr. Dalzell seconded, and all approved.

Action: The CEC-approved plan will be submitted to the Advisory Committee for approval.
BBP Outreach Updates

The Barnegat Bay Partnership and Ocean County College were selected to receive a Xerces
Society pollinator habitat kit consisting of 750 native plants. With the help of Master Naturalists
and watershed ambassador volunteers, the native plants will be planted on May 19th next to the
Bartlett building at OCC. BBP is also assisting with the design of signs for the college’s rain
gardens.

In June, there will be an open house for OCC’s new building called the HUB, a center for course
registration and other student services. Tours of the newly renovated Conference Center, which
is next to the HUB, will be part of the open house; a Barnegat Bay exhibit will be installed in the
Conference Center, which is also the location of the BBP’s office.

Partner Updates and New Businesses

JC NERR



JC NERR is working on developing some research questions for a two-year fellowship and
thinking about what their next graduate research fellow will be doing at the reserve. Ms. Gannon
presented a program for educators at the OCSCD’s virtual Environmental Educators Roundtable.
JC NERR had a virtual Earth Day event during which community members cleaned up marine
debris using the marine debris tracker on their phones; the results are available on JC NERR’s
Facebook page. Ms. Gannon is planning teacher development workshops this summer and
“creature feature” programming for students.

Monmouth Co. Planning Department
The MCPD has started a new study on coastal resilience. The MCPD is also planning its next
webinar, possibly with New Jersey Audubon about the certified wildlife habitat program.

Orsted

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management published its construction and operations plan, and is
preparing an environmental impact statement. Orsted is planning more open houses, which will
most likely be virtual.

OCSCD

OCSCD offered three evening webinars and Saturday garden tours for its 2021 Barnegat Bay
Environmental Educators Roundtable, which had a Jersey-Friendly Yards focus. OCSCD is also
partnering with RCE on a series of webinars about soil. The BBP, OCSCD, and RCE are
planning a summer Jersey-Friendly Yards webinar series about designing environmentally
friendly gardens. Ms. Walzer and Ms. Laboy are developing the Jersey-Friendly Yards
Stewardship certification programs for residents, schools, and municipalities; the project is
funded by a REP grant from NJDEP. The spring issue of the Naturalist newsletter was just sent
out, and the summer issue is in the works, so if anyone has any volunteer opportunities or
anything they would wish to showcase, please let Ms. Laboy know.

NJ Pinelands Commission

The Commission held a panel discussion for the virtual 2021 Pinelands Short Course, and
continues to have weekly virtual programs on Thursdays at 10 a.m. The Short Course panel
discussion and weekly program recordings are posted on the Commission’s YouTube channel.
Plans are underway for the summer short course in July, which may include outdoor in-person
programs as well as virtual options for attendees.

OCVTS

MATES students are starting to get back to field work. Students will be working on a variety of
projects, including two NJDEP REP grant projects — Rally for the Bay and sea nettles. They are
also doing research on diamondback terrapins and raising awareness about them in the Stafford
community. Applications are still being accepted for Save Barnegat Bay’s Student Grant
Program.

NJDEP

NJDEP will be coordinating meetings of subgroups of REP grantees working on related projects.
Following a reorganization at NJDEP, Ms. Lurig is now in the Watershed and Land Management



Division. She may coordinate the Clean Marinas program, and welcomes ideas. Kelly Scott is
now responsible for Barnegat Light State Park as well as Island Beach State Park.

RCTB

RCTB will be opening their upwellers this year, most likely at the end of May or beginning of
June. They are also planning on how they are going to raise clams and oysters this year. RCTB is
working on compiling a history of their organization. RCTB volunteers continue to put together
shell bags to add to the living shoreline at Mordecai Island. The goal is to add 4,000 this
summer, and they are looking for volunteers to help them prepare and install the shell bags.
There will be work parties from May 14 to August 30, Fridays to Mondays. For those interested,
the information is on their Facebook page. Lastly, Rutgers Cooperative Extension is holding the
Coastal Stewardship course this spring.

Jersey Shore Style

Ms. Thompson is writing an article, “Plant this, not that,” for the Jersey Shore Style blog in May.
If anyone has any ideas for an article that they would like to see covered on the blog, please
reach out to Ms. Thompson.

BTMUA

On March 16, BTMUA hosted a virtual Project WET workshop for a Science & Technology in
Inclusive Elementary and Special Education class at Georgian Court University. On March 22,
Ms. Kondrup and Ms. Gannon of JC NERR co-hosted a workshop introducing Project WET’s
Climate, Water and Resiliency guide to 12 participants throughout the state. They were the first
to present this workshop in New Jersey. On May 2, BTMUA is co-hosting a virtual rain barrel
workshop with the NJDEP and Lakewood Township.

Long Beach Township

On June 18, 2021 the Township will be hosting a soft opening of the Long Beach Township
Marine Field Station, which will be open for programs and activities this summer.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.
Next meeting: June 23, 2021 at 9:30 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting

June 23, 2021 at 9:30 am
WebEx Meeting

Attending CEC Members: Shari Kondrup (Chair, BTMUA), Kaitlin Gannon (Co-Chair,
JCNERR), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP Staff Liaison), Becky Laboy (OCSCD),
Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks and Recreation), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA)

Attending Guests: Murray Rosenberg (BBP Alternate Citizen Representative), Jenny Tomko
(Bureau of Shellfish), Toni Heater (NJDEP), Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore Style), Chelsea
Pascoe (Orsted), Charles Johnson (Pinelands Adventures)

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales, Erin Foreman

Absent CEC Members: Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp (NJ
American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Dr.
John Wnek (OCVTS), Joel Mott (NJ Pinelands Commission), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:37 a.m. by Shari Kondrup, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made. A quorum was not present at the meeting.

Review/Approval of April 28th Meeting Minutes
No addendums were made to the minutes; voting to approve the minutes was postponed due to a
quorum not being present

CEC Charter, Co-Chair, and Membership

Nominations and vote for next CEC Co-Chair

Ms. Kondrup will complete her two-year term as CEC Chair on June 30th, and Kaitlin Gannon,
the current Co-chair, will become Chair starting on July 1st. One Co-chair nomination was made
prior to the meeting, and it was for Joel Mott. No additional nominations were made at the
meeting. The seven members present voted in favor of Joel Mott as the next Co-chair; a vote by




email will be sent to the absent members in order to reach a quorum (8) to approve Mr. Mott’s
appointment.
Action: Ms. Walzer will contact absent members for a vote on Mr. Mott as the next Co-chair.

New member suggestions

Monmouth County Division of Planning decided during a reorganization to no longer send a
representative to BBP committee meetings; as a result, Amber Mallm will no longer be a
member of the CEC. The CEC discussed ideas about potential representation on the CEC,
including from OCC environmental programs, local businesses, fishing clubs, engineering
consulting agencies, educational organizations, conservation groups, or other user groups. The
CEC also discussed furthering the goal of inclusion by reaching out to minority community
groups to join the CEC.

CCMP social media campaign (Karen Walzer)

The final publication of the CCMP is being reviewed prior to printing. The summary brochure is
completed and out for printing, but will not be released until the entire CCMP is finalized. The
final CCMP is expected to be released towards the end of July. The CEC discussed a social
media campaign to publicize the CCMP. The goals of the campaign are to make the action items
of the CCMP readily available to the public and encourage public participation in stewardship
actions. Some potential topics discussed for the campaign are proper boating practices,
protecting seagrass beds, reducing litter, and Jersey-Friendly landscape practices. Partner groups
and their projects can be shared through this campaign to showcase their activities in the four
priority areas of the CCMP. The CEC discussed National Estuaries Week in the fall as a good
time for the social media campaign.

Brainstorming ideas for a new Trash Free Waters campaign (Karen Walzer)

The CEC discussed ideas for a new Trash Free Waters (TFW) campaign in the Barnegat Bay
watershed. The campaign is being spearheaded by EPA Headquarters and the BBP. Preliminary
plans include inviting local students (OCC, Stockton, Georgian Court, Monmouth University,
MATES) to help develop the messages and audiences. The NOAA Mid-Atlantic Debris Action
Plan may be a potential partner for this campaign. Ms. Gannon mentioned the Marine Debris
Tracker app as something to possibly incorporate in the campaign. Suggestions for this project
are being accepted.

Partner updates and new business
Ocean County Parks

Shoreline improvement is ongoing at Cattus Island County Park as a part of a five-year plan.
Programs will be offered over the summer at Ocean County Park to engage the local Lakewood

community.



Orsted
Orsted is planning more open houses and virtual sessions towards the end of summer for both
Atlantic and Ocean counties.

Bureau of Shellfish
The NJ Fish and Wildlife website is being updated and programs, such as the shell recycling

program, are being featured on social media.

JCNERR

JCNERR is hosting Rutgers interns working within a program to provide opportunities to
underserved communities. Virtual “Creature Feature” programs will occur every Tuesday
starting 6/29/21. Volunteer opportunities are returning, and a new program to collect used
monofilament fishing lines in bins on Great Bay Boulevard is underway.

NJDEP

Liberty State Park’s interpretive center has now reopened. A Project WET workshop is coming
up at SUEZ as well as at the Forest Resource Education Center (FREC), which will also be
hosting Project WILD and Aquatic workshops.

OCSCD

The third webinar in the OCSCD/RCE series about soil will be presented by Sandra Blaine-
Snow, who will talk about composting. The Jersey-Friendly Yards webinar series continues this
summer with the theme “Jersey-Friendly by Design.” The summer Master Naturalist newsletter
will be released at the end of June. OCSCD technical staff are working on the DEP grant-funded
project to restore basins in Lakewood through planting native vegetation.

Jersey Shore Style
A native landscaping article with information about Jersey-Friendly Yards is in the works for the
Jersey Shore Style blog.

Pinelands Adventures

Mr. Johnson, the new education director at Pinelands Adventures, introduced himself to the
CEC. Paddle programs are still limited to 10 participants due to COVID precautions. Kayak and
canoe instructions will begin on July 18". Discover the Pines hikes and paddles are still being
developed.

BTMUA

Engineering contracts are in place for the 319h Grant for the Protection and Restoration of the
Metedeconk River Watershed Plan. Kickoff meetings have been held in Lakewood and are in
progress for Howell. A virtual rain barrel workshop was successfully held with NJDEP and



Lakewood Township. The BTMUA'’s Evening at the Reservoir Program in conjunction with the
BBP will be held once a month from July through October on Monday evenings from 7:00 to
8:00 p.m.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on August 25, 2021

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Joel Mott (Co-chair, NJ
Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP
Staff Liaison), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks and Recreation), Peter
Brandt (USEPA), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Murray Rosenberg (BBP Alternate Citizen
Representative), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB)

Attending Guests: Jenny Tomko (NJDEP Bureau of Shellfish), Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore
Style), Chelsea Pascoe (Orsted), Sandra Lazzaro (Ocean County Tourism), Charles Johnson
(Pinelands Adventures)

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales, Martha Maxwell-Doyle

Absent CEC Members: Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp (NJ
American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Kelly Scott (IBSP)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of April 28th and June 23" Meeting Minutes

No addendums were made to the minutes. Ms. Lurig motioned to approve the April minutes,
seconded by Ms. Kondrup, approved by all. Mr. Mott motioned to approve the June minutes,
seconded by Mr. Dalzell, approved by all.

Communication Plan

The CEC voted to approve minor revisions to the 2021 Communication Plan. The revisions
consisted of adding target audiences, such as government officials, to some of the actions.
Action: The approved Communication Plan will go to the Advisory Committee for approval.

CEC Professional Development Day
The CEC decided to hold the next CEC PDD at the Sedge Natural Resource Education Center in



late September or early October. Ms. Lurig offered to schedule a date and to contact Kelly Scott,
Island Beach State Park Interpretive Specialist, about use of the park’s kayaks. Dr. Wnek will
talk about diamondback terrapin research, Ms. Doyle about the living shoreline project along the
caretaker’s cottage, and a ReClam the Bay volunteer about RCTB projects there.

Action: Coordinate details and schedule a date for the Sedge PDD.

Speakers at CEC Meetings

The CEC discussed ideas for topics and presenters for future CEC meetings. Barbara Spinweber
(EPA Region 2) had offered to coordinate an EPA presentation on Environmental Justice tools,
which she will confirm for the October meeting. Other suggestions included Dr. Doug Zemeckis
on Rutgers Cooperative Extension’s marine extension education programs; Ms. Doyle on climate
change and wetlands; a STAC member on science and research; and a Marine Conservation
Officer, such as Shaun McManus, on enforcement issues.

Action: Schedule the EPA EJ presentation for the October CEC meeting.

CCMP Event

The CEC discussed the CCMP signing ceremony event to be held in October. Several members
expressed concerns about COVID. Suggestions included holding the event outdoors, limiting the
number of attendees, and having a virtual only event. Mr. Brandt advised leaving time for
reporters to ask questions.

Citizen Representative Report

Mr. Rosenberg reported the Citizen Representative group is developing questions for an online
survey of citizens about water quality. He attended a NOAA social science training about
surveys and found it to be informative. He also requested CEC’s assistance with distributing the
survey once completed and approved.

Partner updates and new business

OCSCD

The district has updated its website to make it more user-friendly and added a calendar of events
and other new features. Ms. Laboy will be the next speaker in the Jersey-Friendly Yards webinar
series, “Jersey-Friendly by Design,” on the topic “Soil, Water and Light — Tips for a Successful
Garden Design.” She also presented a program about soil in the Pineland Summer Short Course.
OCSCD technical staff continue to work on the DEP grant-funded project to restore basins in
Lakewood through planting native vegetation.

NJDEP
The Beach Plum Festival is on September 12 at Island Beach State Park. Ms. Lurig will be
scheduling a meeting between the five NJDEP grant recipients working on living shoreline


https://soildistrict.org/

projects.

JC NERR

Ms. Gannon reported a great turn-out for the Teachers on the Estuary workshop. She is planning
and scheduling programs, virtual for now. JC NERR will be revamping the WeCrabNJ website
with grant funding from Stockton University.

RCTB

The upwellers have been up and running with volunteers raising clams, oysters, and scallops this
summer. A rake-out of the shellfish will be scheduled in the fall. RCTB will exhibit at some
outdoor events. RCTB is looking for volunteers to help fill shell bags that will be added to the
living shoreline at Mordecai Island; see the RCTB website for more information. RCTB
continues to work on a display for Jenkinson’s Aquarium about shellfish. The nine-foot display
will have a 150-gallon tank with bay marine life and a working model of an upweller.

Jersey Shore Style

Ms. Thompson published an article about landscaping with native plants, including information
about Jersey-Friendly Yards, on the Jersey Shore Style blog. She thanked Ms. Laboy and Ms.
Walzer for providing information and photos for the article.

Pinelands Adventures
Guided tours are now available at Pinelands Adventures. Details are on the website.

OCVTS

Dr. Wnek reported on this year’s Save Barnegat Bay Student Grant program. Projects included a
vegetation study of the Sedge Marine Conservation Zone, bay nettle study examining lagoon vs.
open water areas, and pathogen sampling of the Toms River to identify hot spots. MATES
students will be involved in water quality sampling as part of the NJDEP-funded source tracking
project on the Toms River. That project will use dogs to help track pathogen sources.

Orsted
Orsted is scheduling speaking engagements, including one in September at the Southern Ocean
Chamber of Commerce, and finalizing fact sheets on various wind energy topics.

NJ Pinelands Commission

The October program in the Pinelands Speakers series on YouTube will be about rare bats in the
Pinelands. The annual World Water Monitoring Challenge will be on October 22, 2021 at Batsto
Lake.

BTMUA


https://wecrabnj.org/

Ms. Kondrup presented the first webinar in this year’s Evening at the Reservoir series. 38 people
signed up to attend the program about Ollas, a water conservation technique, with 18 Olla kits
being distributed and 25 people attending. There were also numerous inquiries after the program
from press coverage about the topic. The virtual Evening at the Reservoir Program will continue
through October on Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Ms. Kondrup will present a Project
WET workshop at Georgian Court University on November 1 for Dr. Claire Gallagher’s Science
& Technology in the Inclusive Elementary & Special Education class.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:12 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on October 27, 2021

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Joel Mott (Co-chair, NJ
Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP
Staff Liaison), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA), George Murnyak (BBP
Citizen Representative)

Attending Guests: Elizabeth Butler (USEPA), Towana Boutin (USEPA), Ameesha Mehta-
Sampath (USEPA), Lance Caldwell (USEPA), Jenny Tomko (NJDEP Bureau of Shellfish),
Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore Style), Chelsea Pascoe (Orsted), Rhyan Grech (PPA), Marissa
Mascaro (Barnegat Bay Watershed Ambassador), Dr. Elizabeth Lacey (Stockton University),
Colleen Adams (OCC), Murray Rosenberg (BBP Alternate Citizen Representative)

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales, Dr. Jim Vasslides

Absent CEC Members: Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks and Recreation), Angela Andersen (Long
Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Kelly Scott
(IBSP), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Peter Brandt (USEPA)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of August Meeting Minutes
Mr. Mott motioned to approve the August 25" minutes, seconded by Ms. Kondrup, approved by
all.

Environmental Justice (EJ) Presentation

Three guest speakers from EPA (Ms. Boutin, Ms. Mehta-Sampath, and Mr. Caldwell) shared
information about EPA’s EJSCREEN tool. The presenters emphasized that EJ communities are
self-identified. The tool does not designate EJ locations. Instead it helps users identify
communities which may have higher pollution burdens and vulnerable populations, i.e.
communities that may have EJ concerns. User can download EJSCREEN data, bring other data



into the tool, and create a report. The recorded EPA presentation can be viewed here. The CEC
thanked the speakers and also thanked Ms. Spinweber for coordinating with EPA to schedule the
presentation.

CEC Education and Outreach

CCMP Communication Strategy

Dr. Hales reported on the successful CCMP launch event held the previous day at Ocean County
College. It was a hybrid event with some partners attending in person and others virtually. The
CEC discussed a joint effort to share social media posts about the CCMP and what partners are
doing to implement actions in the plan. This would be an ongoing social media campaign
highlighting partner efforts.

Action: Ms. Walzer will send the first post about the CCMP to CEC members to share.

Sedge Professional Development Day (PDD)

The CEC held a PDD at the Sedge Natural Resource Education Center on October 1st.
Participants paddled across the bay to Sedge with kayaks provided by Island Beach State Park.
Presenters learned about diamondback terrapin research from Dr. Wnek, the living shoreline
project at the caretaker’s cottage from Ms. Doyle and Emily Pirl (BBP), BBP wetlands
monitoring from Ms. Pirl, and RCTB projects. The CEC thanked Ms. Thompson and Ms. Lurig
for coordinating the PDD at Sedge. A tour of the Rutgers Marine Field Station was mentioned as
an idea for a future PDD.

Education and Outreach Retreat 2022

The CEC briefly discussed planning for the 2022 Retreat. Options for attendance include in
person, virtual, or a hybrid. Timing for the event will likely be March or early April. Ms. Gannon
suggested Padlet as a way to share ideas about planning the Retreat.

Action: Ms. Gannon will establish a Padlet for CEC members to share ideas about the Retreat.

Partner Updates and New Business

OCSCD
The soil district is starting to plan for the 2022 Environmental Educators Roundtable. Whether
or not the event will be in person is still to be determined.

NJ Pinelands Commission
The 2022 Pinelands Short Course will be held on March 12" and is being planned as an in-
person event. NJPC will use larger classrooms with more space for social distancing.

NJDEP
Ms. Luring reported on a meeting between the five NJDEP REP grant recipients working on


https://ocean.webex.com/ocean/ldr.php?RCID=3e23b2ef3da1cfe9781b5c514c1f4ddb

living shoreline projects; the same group will meet again in the spring of 2022. She will be
coordinating a similar meeting between the recipients of NJDEP REP grants for education
projects. On October 25", Clean Ocean Action and Save Barnegat Bay held a press event about
the Rally for the Toms River, a project for tracking the sources of pathogens in the Toms River.
The event included a demonstration by a sewage sniffing dog and a tour of the water quality lab
facilities at SBB’s office.

NJ Bureau of Marine Fisheries
Ms. Tomko reported that the Bureau is looking to hire someone for an hourly front office
position.

JC NERR
JC NERR is applying for a NOAA Marine Debris Prevention grant for a project about derelict
fishing gear. There will be a Halloween night hike on the Grassle Marsh trail.

Orsted
Orsted is holding an open house in Ocean City on November 6™ and will also be live streaming
the event.

BTMUA

The Evenings at the Reservoir virtual programs for this year have concluded. For the September
27th “Building a Rain Barrel” program, the BTMUA distributed 21 free rain barrel kits, and 15
people attended the webinar. The October 18" “Winter Gardens for Wildlife” webinar, presented
by Ms. Laboy, was attended by 39 people. All webinars in the series were recorded, and this
information was passed on to all who signed up for each program. On November 1st, Ms.
Kondrup will be doing a Project Wet workshop at Georgian Court University for Dr. Claire
Gallagher’s Science & Technology in the Inclusive Elementary & Special Education class.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on October 27, 2021

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Joel Mott (Co-chair, NJ
Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP
Staff Liaison), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA), George Murnyak (BBP
Citizen Representative)

Attending Guests: Elizabeth Butler (USEPA), Towana Boutin (USEPA), Ameesha Mehta-
Sampath (USEPA), Lance Caldwell (USEPA), Jenny Tomko (NJDEP Bureau of Shellfish),
Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore Style), Chelsea Pascoe (Orsted), Rhyan Grech (PPA), Marissa
Mascaro (Barnegat Bay Watershed Ambassador), Dr. Elizabeth Lacey (Stockton University),
Colleen Adams (OCC), Murray Rosenberg (BBP Alternate Citizen Representative)

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales, Dr. Jim Vasslides

Absent CEC Members: Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks and Recreation), Angela Andersen (Long
Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp (NJ American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Kelly Scott
(IBSP), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Dr. John Wnek (OCVTS), Peter Brandt (USEPA)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of October 27th Meeting Minutes
Mr. Mott motioned to approve the October minutes, seconded by Ms. Kondrup, approved by all.

Environmental Justice (EJ) Presentation

Three guest speakers from EPA (Ms. Boutin, Ms. Mehta-Sampath, and Mr. Caldwell) shared
information about EPA’s EJSCREEN tool. The presenters emphasized that EJ communities are
self-identified. The tool does not designate EJ locations. Instead it helps users identify
communities which may have higher pollution burdens and vulnerable populations, i.e.
communities that may have EJ concerns. User can download EJSCREEN data, bring other data
into the tool, and create a report. The recorded EPA presentation can be viewed here. The CEC


https://ocean.webex.com/ocean/ldr.php?RCID=3e23b2ef3da1cfe9781b5c514c1f4ddb

thanked the speakers and also thanked Ms. Spinweber for coordinating with EPA to schedule the
presentation.

CEC Education and Outreach

CCMP Communication Strategy

Dr. Hales reported on the successful CCMP launch event held the previous day at Ocean County
College. It was a hybrid event with some partners attending in person and others virtually. The
CEC discussed a joint effort to share social media posts about the CCMP and what partners are
doing to implement actions in the plan. This would be an ongoing social media campaign
highlighting partner efforts.

Action: Ms. Walzer will send the first post about the CCMP to CEC members to share.

Sedge Professional Development Day (PDD)

The CEC held a PDD at the Sedge Natural Resource Education Center on October 1st.
Participants paddled across the bay to Sedge with kayaks provided by Island Beach State Park.
Presenters learned about diamondback terrapin research from Dr. Wnek, the living shoreline
project at the caretaker’s cottage from Ms. Doyle and Emily Pirl (BBP), BBP wetlands
monitoring from Ms. Pirl, and RCTB projects. The CEC thanked Ms. Thompson and Ms. Lurig
for coordinating the PDD at Sedge. A tour of the Rutgers Marine Field Station was mentioned as
an idea for a future PDD.

Education and Outreach Retreat 2022

The CEC briefly discussed planning for the 2022 Retreat. Options for attendance include in
person, virtual, or a hybrid. Timing for the event will likely be March or early April. Ms. Gannon
suggested Padlet as a way to share ideas about planning the Retreat.

Action: Ms. Gannon will establish a Padlet for CEC members to share ideas about the Retreat.

Partner Updates and New Business

OCSCD
The soil district is starting to plan for the 2022 Environmental Educators Roundtable. Whether
or not the event will be in person is still to be determined.

NJ Pinelands Commission
The 2022 Pinelands Short Course will be held on March 12" and is being planned as an in-
person event. NJPC will use larger classrooms with more space for social distancing.

NJDEP
Ms. Luring reported on a meeting between the five NJDEP REP grant recipients working on
living shoreline projects; the same group will meet again in the spring of 2022. She will be



coordinating a similar meeting between the recipients of NJDEP REP grants for education
projects. On October 25", Clean Ocean Action and Save Barnegat Bay held a press event about
the Rally for the Toms River, a project for tracking the sources of pathogens in the Toms River.
The event included a demonstration by a sewage sniffing dog and a tour of the water quality lab
facilities at SBB’s office.

NJ Bureau of Marine Fisheries
Ms. Tomko reported that the Bureau is looking to hire someone for an hourly front office
position.

JC NERR
JC NERR is applying for a NOAA Marine Debris Prevention grant for a project about derelict
fishing gear. There will be a Halloween night hike on the Grassle Marsh trail.

Orsted
Orsted is holding an open house in Ocean City on November 6™ and will also be live streaming
the event.

BTMUA

The Evenings at the Reservoir virtual programs for this year have concluded. For the September
27th “Building a Rain Barrel” program, the BTMUA distributed 21 free rain barrel kits, and 15
people attended the webinar. The October 18" “Winter Gardens for Wildlife” webinar, presented
by Ms. Laboy, was attended by 39 people. All webinars in the series were recorded, and this
information was passed on to all who signed up for each program. On November 1st, Ms.
Kondrup will be doing a Project Wet workshop at Georgian Court University for Dr. Claire
Gallagher’s Science & Technology in the Inclusive Elementary & Special Education class.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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Barnegat Bay Partnership
Communication and Education Committee Meeting
Minutes of WebEx Meeting on December 15, 2021

Attending CEC Members: Kaitlin Gannon (Chair, JCNERR), Joel Mott (Co-chair, NJ
Pinelands Commission), Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Karen Walzer (BBP
Staff Liaison), Becky Laboy (OCSCD), Peter Brandt (USEPA), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA),
George Murnyak (BBP Citizen Representative), Chris Claus (Ocean Co. Parks and Recreation),

Attending Guests: Heidi Thompson (Jersey Shore Style), Charles Johnson (Pineland
Adventures), Jenny Tomko (NJ Bureau of Marine Fisheries), Marissa Mascaro (Barnegat Bay
Watershed Ambassador), Murray Rosenberg (BBP Alternate Citizen Representative), Dr. Henry
Jackson (OCC), Lincoln Simmons (OCC), Angel Camilo (OCC)

Barnegat Bay Staff in Attendance: Dr. Stan Hales, Martha Maxwell-Doyle

Absent CEC Members: Angela Andersen (Long Beach Township), Chelsea Kulp (NJ
American Water), Graceanne Taylor (SBB), Kelly Scott (IBSP), Wesley Dalzell (RCTB), Dr.
John Wnek (OCVTS)

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Kaitlin Gannon, who informed attendees that the
meeting was being recorded. Introductions were made.

Review/Approval of October 27th Meeting Minutes
Ms. Kondrup motioned to approve the October minutes, seconded by Mr. Mott, approved by all.

Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind Funding

In early 2021, Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind contacted the Barnegat Bay Partnership (BBP)
about providing funding for initiatives related to climate change. Atlantic Shores committed to
providing the following funding amounts each year over a three-year period: $50,000 for
communication and outreach purposes and $50,000 to support Paddle for the Edge community
science. In December, the BBP received the funds for the first year. At the meeting, the CEC
discussed ideas for the communication and outreach portion of the funding. Dr. Hales
emphasized the importance of thinking long-term since Atlantic Shores may decide to continue



the funding at the end of the three-year period. The CEC discussed using the funding to support
and grow existing climate change and environmental justice activities in the watershed. Ms.
Laboy suggested doing an inventory of these activities first and then developing a plan. Ms.
Spinweber commented that the BBP Communication Plan goals and objectives can be used in
developing this plan. Mr. Mott suggested funding a community garden in an EJ community.

Dr. Jackson informed the CEC about a new Environmental Sustainability program at Ocean
County College (OCC). He said the goal of the program is to prepare students for sustainability-
related careers through courses and hands-on experience. Mr. Camilo is working on future plans
for a greenhouse at OCC, which will be used to train students in the program. He said food
security, water conservation, and renewable energy are all aspects of the greenhouse project.

The discussion concluded with a request by Dr. Hales to CEC partners to look for good
opportunities for supporting climate change and EJ outreach activities. A suggestion was made to
form a CEC workgroup. Ms. Laboy volunteered to join the workgroup.

BBP Communication Policy

Dr. Hales informed the CEC that a new policy for BBP’s internal communications is being
developed. During meetings held to revise the BBP Memorandum of Understanding, some
partners had questions about whether or not BBP had such a policy.

Education and Outreach Retreat 2022

The CEC discussed a State of the Bay Report theme for the retreat with a focus on the eight
ecosystem targets in the CCMP. A suggestion was made to offer virtual field trips at the retreat
using videos and/or photos. The CEC also considered the option of combining the retreat with
the State of the Bay conference; educators could team with scientists to communicate the
scientific information in the report.

Trash Free Waters Communication Campaign

Ms. Walzer updated the CEC on the development of a new BBP campaign with the goal of
reducing trash in the watershed. In early December, an EPA marketing contractor, The
CauseWay Agency, conducted three focus groups for qualitative research. Recreational users of
the bay (boaters, kayakers, paddle boarders, jet skiers), residents, and industry professionals
(marinas and realtors) participated in the focus groups. The marketing agency will use the
information they collected to develop its recommendations for the campaign.

Barnegat Bay Blit;
The Blitz is returning in 2022 with plans for a week-long event in the spring. Ms. Lurig and Ms.
Toni Heater are assisting the BBP with planning the Blitz. Please contact Ms. Walzer about



potential clean-up sites and volunteer groups. CEC partners can also help by promoting the Blitz
through newsletters and social media.

Jersey-Friendly Yards Stewardship Certification Program

Ms. Walzer updated the CEC on the development of a new stewardship certification program for
the Barnegat Bay watershed. The program, which is based on Jersey-Friendly Yards and uses
River Friendly as a model, consists of three separate certification programs, one each for
residents, schools, and municipalities in the watershed. Information about the different programs,
including how to enroll and how to get certified, will all be available online in early 2022.

Partner Updates and New Business

OCSCD

Ms. Laboy reported the soil district is planning for the 25" annual Environmental Educators
Roundtable. This year they are partnering with Ocean County Parks and Recreation and holding
the event at Jakes Branch County Park on April 27" from 2:30 to 8:30 p.m. The theme will be
regenerative agriculture and climate change. The Roundtable will be held outdoors under a tent,
and OCSCD is planning to show the film “Kiss the Ground” and offer star gazing with ASTRA.

Ocean County Parks and Recreation
There is a new interpretive center at Lake Shenandoah County Park. Mr. Claus reported that he’s
back to doing nature walks at schools.

Pinelands Adventures

Mr. Johnson reported that Pinelands Adventures is launching a winter webinar series. The first
one is scheduled for January 20™. The March 24™ webinar will be about native plant landscaping
and Jersey-Friendly Yards. Information about the webinars will be available on their website.

Jersey Shore Style

Ms. Thompson asked for suggestions about future CEC Professional Development Days. Ideas
included a tour of the Rutgers Marine Field Station; a nature walk and exhibits at the Pinelands
Commission office; and a Pinelands Adventures hike or paddle. Mr. Murnyak suggested inviting
journalists to one of the trips.

NJ Pinelands Commission

Mr. Mott reported there will 31 presentations at the 2022 Pinelands Short Course, which is on
March 12 at Stockton University. The Pinelands Commission plans to offer its continuing
monthly webinar series in a hybrid format.




Watershed Ambassador
Ms. Mascaro said she is available to help with projects and presentations throughout the
watershed. She can be contacted at wmal3.njwap@gmail.com.

NJ Bureau of Marine Fisheries
Ms. Tomko reported that NJ Fish and Wildlife continues to work on its website.

JC NERR
Ms. Gannon reported that JC NERR is developing a new community science eel monitoring
project. She is also planning the educational programs for 2022.

BTMUA

Ms. Kondrup reported that in November, she conducted a Project Wet workshop at Georgian
Court University for Dr. Claire Gallagher’s Science & Technology in the Inclusive Elementary
& Special Education class. All students in the workshop were required to modify three Project
Wet activities for students with low vision and dyscalculia (a learning disability in math). Ms.
Kondrup is in the process of coordinating a possible Rain Barrel workshop with NJDEP in early
2022 as well as a Project Wet Workshop sometime in the spring. She is also making plans for
next year’s Weekends at the Reservoir programs.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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