
BBP Advisory Committee Meeting 
Technology Building Lecture Hall 
January 14, 2020; 9 am–12:00 pm 

 
Attending Advisory Committee Members: Dr. Stan Hales (AC Co-Chair, BBP), Lisa 
Auermuller (JC NERR), Rick Bushnell (RCTB), Rob Karl (BTMUA), Shari Kondrup (CEC 
Chair, BTMUA), Victoria Pecchioli (OCDP), Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Region 2), Dr. Steven 
Yergeau (STAC Chair, RCE-Ocean County), Ed Wengrowski (NJ Pinelands Commission), 
Karen Greene (AC Co-Chair, NOAA), Swarna Muthukrishnan (COA), Virginia Rettig (USFWS-
Edwin B. Forsythe NWR), Christine Raabe (OCSCD), Amber Mallm (MCDP), Peter Rowe 
(NJSGC), Will Ruocco (BTMUA), Bruce Friedman (NJDEP), Mark Villinger (OCDP), 
Emmannel Charles (USGS) 

Attending Guests: Willie DeCamp (SBB), Joe Smith (USFWS), George Murnyr (BBP Citizen 
Rep), Haley Kardek (NJWAP), Bruce Beveridge (RCTB) 

On Phone: Elizabeth Butler (USEPA Region 2), Keith Marcoon (OCUA) 

Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff in Attendance:  Dr. Jim Vasslides, Martha Maxwell-Doyle, 
Emily Pirl, Ceili Pestalozzi, Shannon Vasquez 

 
Welcome and Introductions: S. Hales 
The meeting was called to order at 9:03am and introductions were made.  
Ms. Rettig welcomed Joe Smith as new Biologist at E.B. Forsythe NWR.  

 
Review of Draft Agenda & AC minutes from November 12, 2019: K. Greene & S. Hales 
The “Back Bay Feasibility Study Update” was removed from the agenda. USACE was unable to 
attend. Ms. Greene gave a brief update. USACE is busy meeting administrative requirements. 
Ms. Greene discussed the steps the USACE needed to take and discussion ensued about the 
process. Ms. Greene recommended that those who wish to comment should do so now. Dr. Hales 
mentioned that USACE may be able to attend the STAC meeting in February and the AC meeting 
in March to give their presentation. Ms. Auermuller said that she has offered to the USACE to 
put together a meeting in a neutral space so they are able to present the project and people can 
make comments and suggestions. She will remind the USACE that her offer still stands and she 
will keep everyone informed if there will be a meeting.   
 
Changes regarding the CCMP draft status were made to the November 12, 2019 meeting minutes. 
A motion to approve the minutes was called by Ms. Rettig, seconded by Dr. Yergeau, and 
approved unanimously. 
   
Director’s Update: S. Hales 

• Updates on desktop audit- Ms. Spinweber mentioned that it’s moving along.  
• EPA grants status- Grant status is pending 
• New Staff – Dr. Hales introduced Ceili Pestalozzi, who is the Watershed Specialist. 
• 2020 Work Plan- Dr. Hales mentioned that the Program Office has begun to think 



about the new work plan and will be reaching out soon. The work plan is more 
specific than the CCMP and it identifies deliverables for the current year. He 
suggested looking at last year’s work plan. Major priorities include: water quality, 
water supply, habitat and fisheries, and land use.  

• Program Evaluation- Dr. Hales mentioned that every 5 years we undergo an evaluation 
from EPA; this will be occurring this year. Karen Forest is working on a package of 
materials that will be submitted. BBP will set up a site visit Spring/Summer 2020. 
Ms. Spinweber clarified that all are welcome to attend the presentation. 

 
CCMP Revision Status Update and CCMP Schedule of Next Steps: S. Hales 

• EPA Document Review- Revised CCMP was sent in mid-November to EPA, which 
included responses to public comments. EPA headquarters/Region 2 have been reviewing 
the documents and it is not complete yet. Ms. Spinweber mentioned that she is having a 
meeting tomorrow and is hopeful that it will be completed soon.  

• Formatted document- Dr. Hales said that the document won’t be formatted until the 
document is reviewed/approved.  

• Public Brochure Production- Dr. Hales presented the draft brochure document. He stated 
that the brochure is still in progress and staff is working on cutting down the amount of 
text. Dr. Hales welcomed everyone to comment on the brochure document. Dr. Hales 
clarified that the brochure will not be published until after the CCMP is approved.  

 
Needs Assessment Follow-up: S. Hales 

• OCC Coordination- Dr. Hales shared potential date for the Committee Chairs to meet 
with Dr. Larson to discuss current facilities needs and projected needs (as directed by the 
needs assessment). Potential meeting dates are as follows: January 21st at 2:30pm, 
January 24th at 3pm, or February 4th at 10am. Dr. Hales said that OCC’s plan is to move 
BBP back to their last space during Fall 2020. Dr. Hales discussed how space may be 
used and that staff decided that the space allocated will not be adequate.  

• BBP lab facilities options-  Dr. Hales discussed alternate options for on-site and off-site 
spaces for offices and a laboratory. Including, a possible opportunity with 
Rutgers/JCNEER to move/incorporate spaces. Ms. Auermuller, Mike Deluca and Dr. 
Hales had a previous discussion about any opportunity funded by NOAA. Lisa mentioned 
that JCNEER is starting a Vision Plan which incorporates lab space, auditorium space, 
parking and office space. Dr. Hales would like to get the Policy Committee involved and 
add a letter of support to JCNEER’s submission which has a deadline of February 7, 
2020.  

• Dr. Hales requested that if anyone knows of any potential funding opportunities or 
potential spaces available to please reach out to him. Mr. Bushnell requested that Dr. 
Hales send out the document listing our space requirements.  

• Ms. Auermuller would like to clarify that Rutgers is not looking to take over the BBP 
program, just share/incorporate spaces. Discussion ensued.  

 
REP Update/Coordination: B. Friedman, NJDEP 

• Mr. Friedman recently signed a number of grant contracts, which have been passed back 
to the NJ Attorney General’s office for final review. The DEP has set a deadline to get 
everything out to partners by early March. Mr. Friedman apologized for delays and 



mentioned that are now in final stretch. NJDEP will now be using the SAGE E-grants 
program. Future grants will be done through SAGE which will reduce time it takes to get 
grants finalized. Mr. Friedman would like to schedule a meeting once all final grants are 
back out to partners. Mr. Friedman expressed the importance of having periodic meetings 
for presentation on where partners are on implementing projects and report on problems, 
etc. Dr. Hales will reach out to Lynette Lurig to set up a meeting for mid-March. Mr. 
DeCamp asked about the TMDL and Mr. Friedman said that NJDEP is working with the 
Model Evaluation Group to finalize the model before they work out the TMDL.  

 
STAC Update: S. Yergeau, OC-RCE & J. Vasslides   

• NJDEP WQ Model Evaluation Group Update- Update given by Mr. Friedman 
• BBP Seagrass Workshop Update- Dr. Vasslides said the first part of the seagrass model is 

finished and they are going to have to experiment with seagrass/species interactions this 
summer to complete the model. The seagrass workshop will be held in the beginning of 
March and will bring together researchers, practitioners and regulatory agencies to 
discuss seagrass restoration and potential strategies.    

 
BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 

• Wetlands Monitoring and Assessment- Ms. Maxwell-Doyle gave an update on Spring 
SSIM, Iowa Court/Green Street Shoreline Monitoring. She shared the NJCWRP video. 
Discussion about the project, permitting and regulations ensued. Rick mentioned that 
RCTB added shell bags to the outside of the living shoreline project and that there was a 
great collaboration with Little Egg Township and RCTB. Martha updated that Shannon 
and Emily will both be presenting at the Delaware Wetlands Conference later this month. 

• Water Quality Monitoring- Dr. Vasslides gave update- instruments were sent for 
calibrations and annual maintenance. N. Petersen will be installing a new pump that cuts 
down on fouling that results in more reliable data. Mantoloking and Seaside stations are 
still installed and collecting data. Near real-time data is available on DEP continuous 
monitoring website. Likely to add turbidity as a new parameter for certification. 

• Watershed Plan Development- Dr. Vasslides gave update- BBP hired Ceili Pestalozzi. 
BBP has put together materials for Board of Trustees to review. BBP will be working with 
CDM Smith to develop EPA approved 9-point watershed plan and develop 5 project plans 
per watershed. Ms. Pestalozzi will be doing water quality assessments and visual 
assessments.  

   
CEC Update: S. Kondrup, BTMUA  

• S. Kondrup gave an update on upcoming events-  
o Spring Master Naturalist Course: Registration is now open. 2020 course dates 

are April 8th- May 27th. 
o Rain Barrel Challenge 2020: This years theme is “Earth Day – Celebrating 50 

Years of Protecting Our Planet!” Registration has been extended to January 24th. 
Rain barrel submission deadline is April 20, 2020. On May 1, 2020 the 
winner will be selected and rain barrel will be display at Toms River Suez 
from June – October, 2020. 

o Education & Outreach Retreat: March 25th  
 



Partner Updates 
Forsythe NWR- Friends at Forsythe panel is planning a discussion event on the afternoon of 
March 7th about “3 Billion Birds Gone.” Dr. Adriaan Doktor will be speaking and there will be a 
discussion panel. Staff of Forsythe NWR will be attending a meeting in WV to give a presentation 
on plovers in Holgate. Ms. Rettig is working with Ms. Maxwell-Doyle, Stockton and TNC to 
discuss a possibly project to assess and prioritize island restoration in Barnegat Bay.  
 
NJ Sea Grant Consortium- Ocean Fun Day will be held May 16th-17th. NJSGC selected 8 research 
proposals to fund, some may be taking place in Barnegat Bay. NJSGC passed their Quadrennial 
Evaluation! Mr. Rowe expressed his gratitude towards Dr. Hales for his support in the review. 
 
NJDEP- NJDEP currently has 2 requests available for grants. The first is targeted at harmful algal 
blooms- deadline Jan 27th. The second is targeted at water quality restoration for non-point 
pollution. Mr. Friedman mentioned that funding is also available for implementation and green 
structure. Applicants must use the SAGE E-grant system to apply. 
  
SBB- SBB will be hosting a Charting the Course conference on October 20th-22nd. Mr. Decamp 
brought up the proposed construction at the Brick Mantoloking bridge and Morrison’s in Beach 
Haven. Dr. Hales discussed regulatory issues and land-use problems. Dr. Hales would like to 
extend his thanks to Britta Wenzel for her polite efforts to ensure public participation at a 
meeting. While these efforts did result in the meeting being closed down for safety issues, Dr 
Hales thanked Britta for helping to ensure an open public process. Mr. Decamp clarified that 
Britta spoke to the mayor about the safety issues with the meeting before she pursed steps that led 
to it being shut down. Willie expressed his concern with public hearings where the public cannot 
actually “hear” what is going on. Discussion ensued, including a recommendation to encourage 
DEP Land Use staff attendance/participation at the meeting.  
 
BBP- Some chemicals licensed by the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 
(FIFRA) from EPA are out for their 15-year review.  This review is timely in that, USACE 
Philadelphia District has recently proposed use of certain pesticide-treated materials (i.e., CCA-
treated wood) in shellfish areas in New Jersey coastal waters through various permits (NJSPGP-
19, -17, NWPs, etc.), something that has not been considered for 20+ years. Discussion ensued 
about the various problems this could cause for the ecosystem. The comment deadline is March 8, 
2020. Dr. Hales asked for guidance and help in putting together a document opposing the issue. 
After a meeting this evening, Dr. Hales will know how the other NEP’s feel about this situation.   
 
Adjournment 
Dr. Hales thanked everyone for attending and the meeting was adjourned at 11:42pm. 
   

 
Upcoming Meeting/Important Dates 
Feb 17th Washington’s Birthday 
Feb 19th  STAC meeting ***note schedule 
change 
Feb 26th  CEC meeting  
Mar. 10th AC Meeting   

 
 
Mar 23rd-26th  Spring NEP Meeting, Wash. DC 
Mar. 25th   Education & Outreach Retreat 
Mar. 26th-29th AERS Meeting – Monmouth Univ. 

 



Attachments 
 



BBP Advisory Committee Video Conference Agenda 
July 14, 2020;9 am–12:15 pm 
 
Welcome and Introduction: K. Greene and S. Hales 
The meeting was called to order at 9:03 and introductions were made. 
 
Review of Draft Agenda & AC minutes of March 10, 2020: K. Greene & S. Hales 
One change made to minutes by Ms. Spinweber regarding a work plan activity (Trash Free 
Waters). A motion to approve the minutes with the edit was called by Mr. Browne, seconded by 
Dr. Yergeau, and approved unanimously.  
 
Director’s Update: S. Hales 
Desktop Audit 

• Dr. Hales has not received an update; Ms. Spinweber will follow up with R2. 
EPA grants status 

• Dr. Hales mentioned that two NEP grants remained open; the revised grant application 
and workplan had been submitted to EPA. 

• Ms. Spinweber stated that the workplan had been approved and the grant award was 
being processed, and thanked the Program Office for submitting an excellent work plan.  

2020 Program Evaluation 
• Dr. Hales stated that the Program Evaluation package was submitted in late 

February/early March; the PE is moving forward.  EPA HQ and Region 2 held a 
conference call recently; further discussion will be held with the management conference, 
no details are set yet. 

• Ms. Spinweber indicated that the complete review of package was tentatively to conclude 
by summer, with the final letter in September, but a potential onsite event could possibly 
take place next spring. 

COVID-19 
• Dr. Hales said that OCC is partially open for classes that legally require on-hands 

laboratories and training procedures. Campus remains closed aside from construction 
oversight and building maintenance. 

BBP Office Renovation & Relocation: 
• Construction is underway and going well. Most BBP staff are occasionally visiting the 

Russell building as field projects continue. 
• Most BBP field projects have continued through the summer.  Field crew members drive 

themselves to site, use protective gear, and maintain social distancing. Water quality 
monitoring has continued on schedule, aside from minor disruptions to routine equipment 
calibration due to the Russell Building’s power-supply disruptions. 

• VP Kennedy said last Thursday that renovation to conference center and office is moving 
forward on schedule. He recommended “staggering” office use once the college reopens, 
but indicated that BBP staff can continue to work from home as required and with 
continued coordination and appropriate management through December.   

• NJDEP furloughs have been affecting communication and coordination of REP projects; 
normal schedules are expected to resume in August but it may take longer for DEP to 
make up the backlog of activities.  



• Dr. Hales thanked the staff and offered congratulations to everybody who has managed to 
continue work in the face of the COVID challenges. 

RAE-NEP Grant Development 
• At least six different groups reached out to BBP regarding potential collaborative grant 

proposals, but BBP can only partner with three. 
• RAE has requested letters of intent, due on August 6, as the first step in the application 

process. Dr. Hales suggested putting up a notice on the website with a standardized form 
to submit to a STAC workgroup for evaluation. Proposals to be ranked based on CCMP 
implementation.  

• Discussion ensued. Mr. Browne asked if qualifications would include impact level and 
ease of implementation. Dr. Hales said the proposal requirements included this 
information along with other focused priorities. 

• Liz Butler mentioned that EPA would have to abstain from this workgroup. 
• Charles Caruso asked if the implementation would be based on the CCMP draft or the 

currently ratified version. Dr. Hales said the latest CCMP draft should be used and would 
be linked on the web announcement. Dr. Hales said Dr. Vasslides would send an 
announcement to STAC asking for workgroup volunteers. There would be a schedule for 
letter submissions and workgroup review before drafting the list of recommended 
projects. 

• Karen Greene recommended including CEC representatives on the workgroup. Dr. Hales 
concurred. 
 

CCMP Revision Status Update and CCMP Schedule of Next Steps: S. Hales 
Ongoing revision, formatted document and public brochure production, etc. 

• The BBP Program Office is working on revisions from EPA and DEP, and aims to finish 
corrections and return to EPA by the end of August. This timeline accommodates work 
schedule restrictions around COVID and office schedules. 

• After EPA reviews, will format document and produce final version. Communications 
and existing workflow with the college graphics department have been disrupted by OCC 
layoffs. Looking for alternatives for production to get this completed on time. Production 
on public summary brochure is paused until after approval of CCMP. 

• Ms. Butler agreed with the proposed timeline and said that the DEP could offer interim 
approval to get the plan up and running, so long as they were kept up to date with any 
other adjustments. 

• Dr. Hales said that the BBP did have an outside contractor but may need support with 
talking to OCC about this change. None of the college administrators are regularly on 
campus at present. 

• Ms. Spinweber asked if Save Barnegat Bay and the DEP would have time to look over 
the commented draft. Dr. Hales said that they would be able to see, but not edit or review, 
as per the previous discussion. The CCMP would be shared with groups simultaneously. 

 
Memorandum of Understanding Revision: S. Hales 
Workgroup to be set up to review & revise the MOU 

• The latest copy of the MOU was sent out. Dr. Hales requested volunteers for a 
workgroup to consider changes to the document regarding indirect funding, grant writing, 
and other things. Dr. Hales would like at least one member from every management 



committee to participate, as the MOU is signed by committee chairs. Dr. Hales suggested 
that vice chairs, co-chairs, and prospective chairs also get involved. State and EPA reps 
will be involved. An additional announcement/request will be sent to everyone. 

• Karen Greene and Liz Butler volunteered. 
 

REP/DEP Update: B. Friedman & L. Lurig (invited) 
• Ms. Lurig stated that many REP contracts were close to completion. COVID-19 and staff 

furloughs have been impeding process. 
• Letters will be sent to grantees from office of law, spelling out when work can start, even 

if the grant hasn’t been fully completed. Any further questions should be directed to Ms. 
Lurig. 

 
USACE 1125 Barnegat Bay Islands Project Update: Monica Chasten 

• Ms. Chasten could not be present but relayed an update via Dr. Hales. The Phase 1 
(Barnegat Island) dredge would commence in late August with the Dredge Murden. Plans 
for pre- and post-project monitoring of bathymetry in placement & channel, and offshore 
& inshore wave action. 

• Phase 2 (Island construction) dredging for materials planned for late fall. Dr. Hales 
suggested sometime in November. Consultation with state and federal agencies to begin 
in late July. Sites 10 and 11 would be investigated for future placement and dredging for 
the Dredge Currituck. 

• Any further questions should be directed toward Ms. Chasten. 
 
STAC Update: S. Yergeau, OC-RCE & J. Vasslides 
1) NJDEP WQ Model Evaluation Group 

• Dr. Yergeau stated that recent discussions have been around how each organization has 
handled research, COVID impacts, and new projects looking at pandemic impacts on bay 
fisheries. In June, presentation from Grace Saba about ocean and coastal acidification and 
the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network (MACAN). Her PowerPoint Presentation 
is available, but the meeting presentation was not recorded. 

• The NJDEP Model Evaluation Group contract was completed: the MEG team members 
completed their review of the integrated hydrodynamic/water quality model and 
submitted their individual reports.  The BBP completed its final report, which was 
submitted to the NJ Sea Grant Consortium and NJDEP. 

• Discussion ensued. Ms. Britta Wenzel asked if the MEG report was publicly available 
and if an OPRA request from DEP was necessary. Dr. Hales replied that the report was 
publicly funded and delivered to NJ SeaGrant and the NJDEP.  Questions should be 
directed to the NJDEP. 

• Dr. Vasslides congratulated Dr. Yergeau on getting tenure. 
 

2) BBP Seagrass Workshop 
• The March workshop was well attended and successful: the workgroup is currently 

working on a best practices doc with workshop participants. Workshop participants will 
be tapped for help with references and the editorial process to be completed in fall/early 
winter. 



• Dr. Yergeau mentioned the Ask a Barnegat Bay Scientist lecture series, including Liz 
Lacey’s talk on seagrass. 

 
Atlantic Shores Wind Facility Presentation: K. Hershey (invited) 
Karen Hershey and Mike Garrity (Atlantic Shores Project Director). 
About the Project 

• Ms. Hershey began the presentation. Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind (ASOW) is a 
collaboration between EDF Renewables and Shell Energy, formed in 2018. They bought 
a 183-acre lease, which extends from Atlantic City to Barnegat Bay. Predicted output of 
25 megawatts of energy, enough energy for 1 million homes in NY/NJ. 

• Mr. Garrity continued. Lease 0499 is 8-20 miles offshore with buildable area starting at 
10 miles, which was the optimal depth for foundation work. ASOW has five research 
vessels onsite, performing vibracore sampling of seafloor for cabling inshore. The 
ASOW Website has a vessel tracker so the public can follow where is vessel is working. 

Government Regulations 
• Ms. Hershey stated that NJ has very progressive policies toward offshore wind. Governor 

Murphy’s clean energy plan requires 7500 megawatts of production by 2035 and 100% 
clean production by 2050. All state agencies, including public utilities, must meet this 
schedule. 

• The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) handles federal oversight on the 
project. It creates, manages, and auctions off leases to developers, and then must approve 
the developer’s own assessment and construction plan for their lease. 

• Developers secure subsidies, then acquire various federal and other permits and approval 
for offshore construction and cabling. 

Proposed Plan 
• Mr. Garrity shared the map of the lease, outlining construction area. Two proposed 

landfalls for export cables – Atlantic City and Monmouth County. 
o Transmission system and point of interconnection would be at a substation owned 

by local utility company, connected to the main grid.  
o Both cabling paths run 12 miles inland. Route analysis for best options gave paths 

along existing motorways, modified to avoid natural features. 
o Transmission lines will run underground, excavated with horizontal directional 

drilling (HDD) to reduce impact to waterways and wetlands. Atlantic Shores also 
engaged in surveying and environmental impact studies along these routes. 

• Ms. Hershey stated that these plans would be sent to BOEM in 2021. Third round of 
solicitations open in September, with bids due in December and rewards in spring 2021. 
Facility will come online in mid 2020s.  

Community Outreach 
• Fishery liaison (Kevin Wark of Barnegat Light) acts as point of contact between Atlantic 

Shores and fishing community. 
• Last week, Atlantic Shores signed an agreement with Stockton University for a 

community education and outreach facility. Stockton will develop a primary location for 
informational events that will be open to local schools, student groups, and students. 

Benefits of Wind Energy Development 



• NJ has 130 miles of coastline and good climate for wind. Available resource for clean 
carbon free energy. This and other wind projects will bring job opportunities and 
economic benefits. 

Discussion 
• OC Soil Conservation District asked about the overlap between EDF and Orsted 

windfarms at Atlantic City. Mr. Garrity said ASOW’s lease ended north of Orsted’s and 
that there would be a transit lane open between them. 

• Ms. Wenzel asked about the electromagnetic field’s potential impact on blue crab 
reproduction. Mr. Garrity said ASOW was running models of field emissions and was 
aware of studies on the crabs and migratory fish pathways. Ms. Wenzel suggested that 
they contact Dr. Jivoff. 

• Mr. Bushnell asked about the vessel tracker. Mr. Garrity gave the company website’s 
URL for the tracker and for the development team’s information. Ms. Hershey mentioned 
the tracker showed data for all vessels in the target area. 

• Mr. Bushnell also asked about communication between Orsted and ASOW. Mr. Garrity 
said that ASOW’s technical team was heavily involved with Orsted. Both had bids for 
leases in December 2018, but Orsted won first approval for construction. ASOW had 
continued developing their bid, intending to secure approval in the next round. 

• Mr. Caruso asked if multiple companies could share transmission lines, to reduce the 
amount of tunneling through sensitive areas. Mr. Garrity said that ASOW was in talks 
with Exelon and JCPNL, but that utility companies had concerns about costs regarding 
cable voltage (230 kV rating) including doubled cables which carry higher voltage and 
also require mitigation. 

• Mr. Wengrowski raised concerns about HDD risks, from fluid discharge and 
destabilizing ground. Mr. Garrity acknowledged the risk of a “frack out”. ASOW’s 
geotechnical team is checking if the soil can safely handle HDD and determine 
alternatives if not. USACE and DEP require an emergency plan for frack-outs. The 
typical plan involves a vacuum truck, containment and evacuation procedures, and 
restoration afterward. 

• Ms. Hershey and Mr. Garrity concluded, requesting that further questions be directed to 
ASOW, and that their technical team could field more detailed questions. 

 
BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 
1) Wetlands Monitoring and Assessment 

• Ms. Maxwell-Doyle reported that nutrient sampling has been active since before the 4th 
of July. Simulation work will begin once the report is finished. 

• Paddle For The Edge continues, with good turnout. Ms. Vasquez created an online 
training and knowledge test for volunteers to complete before assignations. The program 
will continue to Aug 1st. Ms. Maxwell-Doyle also said the team was grateful to be out in 
the field. 

• Dr. Hales commended Ms. Vasquez’s work and reported another dozen trainings 
occurred this past week, which showed ongoing public interest. There were more online 
trainings than in-person participant trainings during previous years. 

• Ms. Maxwell-Doyle also mentioned staff videos on the Facebook page. 
 
2) Water Quality Monitoring 



• Dr. Vasslides said that the base network has been logging data since the spring. Coastal 
acidification sensor running reliably since winter updates from the manufacturer. The 
high precision pH sensor is finally back from manufacturer, which has held it since last 
fall. Lastly, deployment was delayed by building repairs but should occur next week, 
with the meter swapped out every two weeks. 

 
3) Watershed Plan Development 

• The initial stakeholder meeting, either fully virtual or in-person outdoor with social 
distancing, will be held in early fall. The BBP will announce and send invitations to 
participants. Potential participants will be surveyed before final decision is made. 

• Water quality sampling will start beginning/mid-August. Field team busy with visual 
stream assessments. 

o More than 1/3 done with Toms River watershed (the larger of two planning 
areas). Nonrestricted open-access sites completed, making plans with private 
property sites, then onto Cedar creek (second area). 

o Visuals should be done end of summer/early fall: more details will be shared at 
the next meeting. 

 
CEC Update: S. Kondrup, BTMUA & K. Walzer 
AC vote on CEC recommendations re: 2020 Nominees for Alternate Citizen Representatives to 
Policy Committee. 

Ms. Kondrup said that the CEC had completed its process over several months soliciting 
volunteers to serve as alternates to the Citizen Representative to the Policy Coommittee.  
After reviewing and meeting with the candidates (Mr. Garamone, Mr. Rosenberg, and 
Ms. Slim), the CEC recommended that all three be approved as Citizen Representative 
alternates. Informational materials for all candidates had been sent out several weeks in 
advance of the AC meeting.  Ms. Kondrup made a motion that all three candidates be 
approved by the Advisory Committee. Mr. Bushnell seconded the motion. Discussion 
ensued. 

Discussion 
• Ms. Greene asked to clarify the role(s) of the alternates, and why three instead of just 

one, as in the past. Dr. Hales replied that the number of alternates was not limited, and 
that it had been difficult to provide continuity for the Citizen Representative in the past.  
Having several alternates, who would have opportunity to interact with the current 
Citizen Representative, would improve continuity and increase feedback/communication 
throughout the watershed.  Dr. Hales reminded everyone that Mr. Murnyak, the current 
Citizen Representative, had recommended taking on multiple alternates (instead of just 
one) to the Policy Committee a year ago.  Ms. Kondrup said that additional citizen 
representatives for the western and southern parts of the watershed could be helpful and 
“enable” Mr. Murnyak to step down.  

• Ms. Greene suggested that it may be time to reevaluate the need for a Citizen Advisory 
Committee or some means to foster coordination between the citizen representative and 
the alternates.  Ms. Wenzel agreed with reevaluating the need for a CAC.   

• Ms. Walzer clarified the terms of the original charter, which had no numerical limit on 
alternates. These alternates would be encouraged to attend CEC meetings to improve its 
education and outreach efforts. 



• Mr. Bushnell suggested approving the alternates and tasking them with forming the CAC. 
• Ms. Raabe asked why the CEC did not include other citizen members, if its charter 

allowed for additional representatives.  
• Ms. Auermuller (via text) noted that Angela Andersen, Christine Raabe, and Britta 

Wenzel were previous members of the CAC. 
• Ms. Spinweber asked why the prior CAC had been dissolved.  
• Dr. Hales said that the CAC had lost functionality and disbanded on its own. Dr. Hales 

also clarified that the Citizen Representatives (and alternates) sit on the Policy 
Committee.  Dr. Hales reminded everyone that the alternates, saying that additional 
representatives would improve continuity, resilience, and level of engagement with other 
stakeholders and organizations. 

• Ms. Raabe explained the CAC was developed by Terry Fowler in the early 90s, before 
the estuary program was established. When the CAC disbanded, its members participated 
in the Advisory and other committees. She mentioned having some old files which might 
serve as important reference material and offered to work with the CEC and Advisory 
Committee to explore developing a CAC.   

• Ms. Wenzel stated that increased citizen involvement was part of the formal comments 
on the draft CCMP. A CAC structure should be considered by the Advisory Committee. 

• Dr. Hales confirmed that Save Barnegat Bay did recommend reestablishing a citizen 
committee in its comments to the CCMP, and that the CCMP Response to Comments, 
shared with all partners, acknowledged and identified the AC’s further consideration of a 
CAC. He offered to resend the documents. 

• With no further comments, all three candidates were unanimously approved. 
• Dr. Hales asked Ms. Kondrup to lead further consideration of a CAC, and asked for other 

volunteers. Ms. Raabe and Ms. Wenzel volunteered. 
 
Virtual Outreach Efforts 

• Ms. Kondrup said that COVID was impeding normal operations. Digital platforms were 
being operated individually or via partnerships, including collaborating with JFY partners 
to ensure online programming was not overlapping much. The Brick Reservoir was 
closed indefinitely, so the Brick Water Festival was postponed. 

• Ms. Walzer shared BBP’s two webinar series, Ask a Barnegat Bay Scientist and the 
Jersey Friendly Yards series about wildlife-friendly home landscaping. Both programs 
are hosted on their respective websites. 

o Mr. Bushell asked if the sessions were recorded. Ms. Walzer said they were, if the 
BBP had the presenter’s permission; then, the video uploaded to the site. 

o Virginia Rettig commended Ms. Walzer on the seminars. 
 
Partner Updates 
Britta Wenzel, Save Barnegat Bay 

• Ms. Wenzel spoke about the student summer grant teams. The Toms River students held 
midpoint presentations today, with final presentations scheduled for August. The Sedge 
Island marine conservation zone team had a late start but was continuing work through 
August. 

• Save Barnegat Bay will have its 50th anniversary in 2021. Prior plans were canceled due 
to COVID, but an event is being planned for July 2021. Britta announced work with a 



production company on the film had begun, with the film to be aired in venues next year. 
The production company would be contacting members soon for interviews and 
eventually begin filming. 

Virginia Rettig, USFWS EBFNWR  
• Visitor services is closed, but EBFNWR is still sharing info and news on Facebook. 

Refuge is now selling duck stamps and annual passes for federal lands on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 10 am-2 pm, with extended hours possible during the Tuckerton 
Decoy show. 

• Potential projects for marsh restoration and a grant at Berkeley Township are in the 
works, hopefully for this winter. 

o Marsh elevation project, additional sand to go on Bayshore to build a marsh 
barrier. Get proper permits, etc. 

o Talk with other partners about the impoundment system. Maintenance work on 
the 8-mile wildlife drive and the dyke system, for long-term resilience. 

o Large pools – easternmost has salt inflow to kill Phragmites, but now elevation 
low. Aim to restore east pool back to normal tidal regime, as a high marsh system. 
Additional management for black royals (?) and saltmarsh sparrow. Black royals 
(rails?) to be listed species. 

Elizabeth Butler, EPA 
• Meeting with EPA and NEP coordinators on various regional management priorities 

o Region 2 focusing on environmental justice, examining water programs and how 
we can address these issues, especially with regards to race. 

o Efficiency review for lean(?) projects and streamlining the NEP grant process. 
Creating a template for funding recommendations and review funding guidance. 
Recommended getting submissions in sooner than usual, as EPA headquarters 
have been struggling to return things as the November election approaches. 
Suspending match requirements – increased flexibility with reducing/waiving 
requirement to help struggling programs. 

• Anything valuable to raise tomorrow or at the larger meeting about LEEN and grants? 
Let us know. 

• Dr. Hales and Ms. Butler scheduled a call for after the meeting. 
 
Christine Raabe (OCSCD) 

• OCSCD remains involved with Jersey Yards, including the webinar series, and other 
education, outreach, and grant implementation. 

• The OCSCD is working on a technical assistance grant for training a staff member on 
aquaculture-related conservation planning in Barnegat Bay. Access to Farm Bill funding 
for shellfish and other restoration funding is presently under review. 

• Construction ongoing, staff alternating office time. 
• Orsted project presentation from NREF to go up on site. 

 
Dr. Hales reported that Rutgers and SeaGrant received a grant for a collaboration in establishing 
a shellfish exchange between producers/growers and restoration projects. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 11:32 am. 



 

 

BBP Advisory Committee Meeting 

Tech Bldg. Lecture Hall;  

March 10, 2020; 9 am–12:00 pm 

 

 

Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Dr. Steven Yergeau (RCE-Ocean), Karen 

Greene (NOAA), Robert Karl (BTMUA), Charles Caruso (PPA), Tom Fote (JCAA), Shari 

Kondrup (BTMUA), Edward Wengrowski (NJ Pinelands Commission), Jeff Fischer (USGS), 

Barbara Spinweber (USEPA Region 2), Victoria Pecchioli (OC Planning), George Browne 

(JCAA), Christine Raabe (OCSCD), Dr. Stan Hales 

 

AC Members on the phone: Lisa Auermuller (JCNERR), Virginia Rettig (USFWS-Edwin B. 

Forsythe NWR), Willie DeCamp (SBB), Linda Brennen (Monmouth County Planning), Elizabeth 

Bulter (USEPA Region 2), Dr. Swarna Muthukrishnan 

 

Attending Guests: George Murnyak (BBP Citizen Rep), Jessie Murray (NOAA), Nicole Leaf 

(OC Planning)  

 

Attending Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff in Attendance: Martha Maxwell-Doyle, Karen 

Walzer, Dr. Jim Vasslides, Shannon Vasquez 

 

Welcome and Introductions: K. Greene and S. Hales  

The meeting was called to order at 9:16 AM and introductions were made.  

 

Review of Draft Agenda & AC minutes of January 14, 2020: K. Greene & S. Hales 

No changes were made to the March 10, 2020 Agenda. No changes were made to the January 14, 

2020 meeting minutes. A motion to approve the minutes was called by Ms. Kondrup, seconded by 

Mr. Fischer, and approved. Mr. Fote abstained.  

   

Director’s Update: S. Hales 

Desktop Audit  

 Dr. Hales is waiting to receive an update. Ms. Spinweber said there has been progress.  

EPA grants status 

 Dr. Hales mentioned that the grants have increased and were approved. 

2020 Program Evaluation 

 BBP staff had a conference call with EPA Headquarters and Region 2. The Program 

Evaluation will take place June 30th-July 2nd. 

Spring NEP Meeting- Cancelled 

USACE WRDA and Section 1122 Project Update 

 A presentation was given by Monica Chasten (USACE) at the February STAC 

meeting. USACE’s 1122 program is identifying and exploring new techniques to 

construct 5 new islands in Barnegat Bay, and is seeking input. They plan to start the 

project in the fall. The Back-Bay Study has been zeroed out for the year.  

 

CCMP Revision Status Update and CCMP Schedule of Next Steps: S. Hales 



 

EPA document review, formatted document and public brochure production, etc. 

 BBP received comments from EPA Region 2 and Headquarters. Dr. Hales has been 

working through the edits. Some edits may require discussion. Dr. Hales will keep 

everyone updated as things progress. 

 

Needs Assessment Follow-up: S. Hales 

OCC Coordination - BBP Management Committee Meeting with Dr. Larson 

 Dr. Hales thanked Ms. Greene, Dr. Yergeau, Ms. Kondrup, and Mr. Murnyak for joining 

him at a meeting with Dr. Larson. At the meeting, Dr. Larson reiterated his support for 

BBP and spoke of including BBP in the future construction of a STEM building. Dr. 

Hales and Dr. Larson went to DC in February to speak to legislators.  

BBP lab facilities options 

 Ms. Auermuller shared an update for the proposal that BBP submitted with JCNERR for 

potential facilities options. She stated that there was 4.5 million dollars available, 

however an excess of 9 million dollars were requested so it will be very competitive.  

 Dr. Hales mentioned that Stockton offered to allow BBP to use their facilities at Nacote 

Creek when available. 

 Dr. Hales met with Matt Kennedy at OCC. Mr. Kennedy agreed to new furnishings and 

dividers to update the space in the Bookstore. 

 

2020 BBP 320 Workplan and Budget – S. Hales 

Draft Workplan and Budget Review, Discussion & Approval  

 Dr. Hales sent out the draft matrix for the 2021 fiscal year. In response to the needs 

assessment, BBP will be adding a part-time position devoted to communication activities.  

 The proposed date for the MEG report to be completed is mid-June. 

 NJDEP has asked BBP to coordinate periodic meetings for NJDEP REP projects. The 

first meeting will be held at OCC on April 28th. 

New Financial submittal deadline in Grants.gov – March 13, 2020 

 Dr. Hales walked through the Summary of Proposed Workplan document. 

 I. Water Quality 

o Ms. Spinweber mentioned that the EPA Trash Free Waters portion may be 

dropped. 

o Dr. Hales mentioned that possible outreach priorities including more hydration 

stations were discussed at the CEC meeting but no decisions were made. 

 II. Water Supply 

o Dr. Hales thanked PPA for the Save the Source Program that BBP will continue 

to support.  

o Dr. Hales mentioned that we may revisit water recycling programs; Mr. Fote 

expressed concerns regarding endocrine disruptors in recycled water and 

requested to be a part of future discussions on this topic. 

 III. Habitat 

o Ms. Walzer gave an update- The Clean Marina Program appears unfunded, but 

the Clean Vessel Act Program to funding pump-outs and their maintenance is 

going strong. Dr. Hales indicated that dropping the Clean Marina Program and 

focusing on the Clean Vessel Act program could be explored. Discussion ensued. 

Ms. Spinweber recommended that the pump-out locations be added to the NJDEP 



 

smartphone app. 

o Ms. Maxwell-Doyle gave an overview of resiliency and wetlands; Ms. Maxwell-

Doyle and Ms. Spinweber will work on deliverables language at a later date.    

 IV. Fisheries and Wildlife 

o Dr. Vasslides gave an overview of deliverables. 

 V. Land Use 

o Ms. Greene asked Dr. Hales if he has looked to see how the OCNLT matching 

funds align with the CCMP. Dr. Hales said land acquisition by OCNLT and other 

partners is a priority in the CCMP land use section. 

o Ms. Greene requested that Dr. Hales invite Mark Villinger to come to an AC 

meeting to give a presentation.  

o Ms. Leaf recommended viewing the Ocean County OCNLT website. 

 VI. Program Administration 

o Dr. Hales mentioned that Dr. Larson indicated that the OCC Foundation could 

fundraise for items of mutual BBP and OCC interest on a case by case basis (e.g., 

BBP facilities, student programs). 

 

Dr. Hales reiterated that this version of the Summary of Proposed Workplan is not the final 

version, and that the BBP staff would continue to make edits and refine the language. Dr. Hales 

requested approval for the draft workplan so the program office could submit the grant 

application before the deadline on Friday, March 13th.  Ms. Butler acknowledged that the 

applications will be drafts and revisions were contingent on Policy Committee and EPA 

approval. 

 A motion to approve commitment of funds was made by Ms. Raabe, seconded by Ms. 

Kondrup, and approved unanimously.  

 

DEP REP Update/Coordination: B. Friedman, NJDEP- was not in attendance  

    

NJDEP Coastal Resilience Plan: Nick Angarone, NJDEP (invited)- was not in attendance  

 

STAC Update: S. Yergeau, OC-RCE & J. Vasslides   

NJDEP WQ Model Evaluation Group Update 

 The proposed date for the MEG report to be completed is mid-June 

BBP Seagrass Workshop Update 

 The workshop was held on March 9, 2020. Dr. Vasslides extended his gratitude to Alyssa 

Arcaya for facilitating the meeting of 25 attendees. The group worked to outline a guide 

for the best practices for SAV in the mid-Atlantic.  

Other upcoming activities 

 Dr. Yergeau mentioned that at the last STAC meeting, the USACE presented and asked 

for feedback and Nicole Petersen from BBP presented on water quality. The STAC 

started planning for the State of the Bay Report and are working to align indicators in the 

report with ecosystem targets in the CCMP. The next meeting is April 8th, 2020. 

 

BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 

Water Quality Monitoring: J. Vasslides 

 Mantoloking and Seaside WQ stations have been running continuously. The Beach Haven 



 

sonde will going in the week of March 15th. The PCO2 sensors are still out for 

maintenance. All of the data is being transmitted to the updated DEP website. 

Watershed Plan Development: J. Vasslides 

 The project team received the 2nd part of the Grant Contract so they are moving ahead. 

The project team will be having an internal meeting for planning. SOP and Project Plans 

are in progress. The visual assessments will begin in April 2020.  

  

CEC Update: S. Kondrup, BTMUA & K. Walzer BBP 

 Issued a call for Nominations for Alternate Citizen Representatives to Policy Committee. 

 The Watershed Festival will be taking place on August 9th. 

 The Education and Outreach Retreat is on March 25th (communicating climate change)- 

there is still space available. 

 The Barnegat Bay Blitz will be held from May 3-9th. BBP will be supporting and giving 

supplies to groups who want to participate. 

 

Partner Updates 

Mr. Murnyak (BBP Citizen Rep)- Attended the Microplastic workshop that was run by Haley 

Kardek (Watershed Ambassador- WMA 13) and co-hosted by SBB. He said it was a great 

workshop and very educational. 

NOAA- Karen Greene ntroduced Jesse Murray who is new at NOAA. 

OC Planning-  Vicki Pecchioli introduced Nicole Leaf, who is new at Ocean County Planning. 

JCAA-  Tom Fote said the Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament is on May 17th.  The Mid-

Atlantic Fishery Management Council meeting is on April 7-9th. 

OCSCD- Chjristine Raabe shared that the Educational Roundtable is on April 22nd. The theme 

this year is “Full Steam Ahead” with a focus on climate change.  

PPA-Charles Caruso said that the PPA’s Coastal Program is on April 30th at Pinelands 

Headquarters in South Hampton.  

Monmouth County Planning- Linda Brennen said that the Monmouth Spring Roundtable on 

Invasive Species is on April 29th at 7pm at the County Administration building in Freehold.  

JCNERR- Lisa Auermuller said that the Reserve is hosting summer interns; JCNERR is 

accepting applications through its website.  The JCNEER also posted a job announcement for a 

new full-time Coastal Training Program Coordinator. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:34am. 

  

Upcoming Meeting/Important Dates 
March 23rd-26th  Spring NEP Meeting, Wash. DC- CANCELLED  

March 25th Education & Outreach Retreat at OCC 

March 26th-29th AERS Meeting – Monmouth Univ.- CANCELLED 

April 8th STAC Meeting 

May 13th PC meeting 



BBP Advisory Committee Video Conference Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2020; 9 am-12:15 am 

Attending Advisory Committee (AC) Members: Lisa Auermuller (JCNERR), Christine Raabe 

(OCSCD), Edward Wengrowski (NJ Pinelands Commission), Barbara Spinweber & Elizabeth 

Butler (USEPA Region 2), Karen Greene (NOAA), Karen Argenti & Britta Wenzel (SBB), Dr. 

Steve Yergeau (RCE-Ocean), Amber Mallm (Monmouth Co. Planning Dept.), Alena Baldwin-

Brown & Lynette Lurig (NJDEP), Charles Caruso (PPA), Joseph Smith (USFWS EBFNWR), 

Rob Karl & Shari Kondrup (BTMUA), (Ocean Co. Tourism), Angela Andersen (Long Beach 

Twp.), Dr. Stan Hales. 

 

Attending Guests: Matthew Garamone & Murray Rosenberg (BBP Alternate Citizen 

Representatives) 

 

Attending Barnegat Bay Partnership Staff: Dr. Jim Vasslides, Emily Pirl, Shannon Vasquez, 

Ceili Pestilozzi, Karen Walzer 

  

Welcome and Introductions: K. Greene and S. Hales 

The meeting was called to order shortly after 9 am; introductions were made. 

 

Review of Draft Agenda & AC minutes of July 14, 2020: K. Greene & S. Hales 

Ms. Raabe asked that the MOU discussion include other governing documents for the Advisory 

Committee.  Ms. Wenzel requested discussion of the NWP permit for the proposed Living 

Shoreline project at the Lighthouse Center. A motion to approve the draft minutes and the 

agenda with the additions was called by Dr. Yergeau, seconded by Ms. Auermuller, and 

approved unanimously. 

 

Director’s Update: S. Hales 

Desktop audit 

Dr. Hales reported that a minor finding in the audit would be resolved this afternoon in a meeting 

with the EPA. Otherwise there are no financial impacts or penalties to the college for 

management of the program. 

 

EPA grants status 

Dr. Hales reported that with the conclusion of the audit, the BBP would be able to close out the 

oldest open grant with a final report. Ms. Spinweber clarified that the final report would need 

approval, in addition to completing the audit. 

 

2020 Program Evaluation 

Dr. Hales reported that the evaluation team requested a meeting to discuss next steps, including 

possibly speaking with members of the AC. No dates have been scheduled yet. 

 

BBP Office Renovation & Relocation 

Dr. Hales was unable to meet with VP Kennedy as the college was holding the annual fall 

colloquium for the start of the Fall semester. They are scheduled to meet next week. VP Kennedy 

stated that he expected the BBP to remain in the Russell building as the sole tenant through 



December. Dr. Hales planned to ask if any renovation and relocation plans were being 

reconsidered in light of space requirements due to COVID-19 and increased working from home. 

Ms. Spinweber asked how long BBP staff would be working remotely. Dr. Hales replied that the 

BBP would be remote at least through New Year’s and likely through the 20-21 school year, but 

could still access their offices. The college released a new check-in procedure with a 

questionnaire and temperature checks. Otherwise, staff have been able to freely access the 

Russell building to use the lab space or the office for specific things; VP Kennedy gave 

continued approval for this model. No other college staff are working on campus aside from 

classes requiring face-to-face interaction, a skeleton crew, and facilities. 

 

RAE-NEP Grant Development 

Dr. Hales had distributed a list of the letters of interest which the BBP provided for the RAE 

NEP Coastal Watershed grants. LOIs were submitted by new groups on some new topics. The 

BBP also submitted a LOI for the Paddle for the Edge project and agreed to collaborate with 

Stockton University which submitted a LOI for an SAV restoration project. The announcement 

about the grants is coming in Septemeber. There could be conversations or presentations with the 

STAC depending on the outcome of the RAE’s decision regarding full proposals. 

 

CCMP Revision Update and Next Steps: S. Hales 

Dr. Hales reported revisions to the draft CCMP in response to comments from EPA headquarters 

and Region 2. The revised draft has been submitted to EPA. The draft will be reformatted and 

recompiled, then distributed to everybody for review. 

Overview of changes to the draft 

 Chapters 1 and 2 were rearranged for more consistent organization and easier reading. 

 Chapters 4-7, the priorities (Water Quality, Water Supply, etc.) were all revised to a 

common structure, with minor rearrangements and some new additions. 

 There was editing of some dates and deliverables for next-steps and component 

documents, due to the delay in completing the CCMP. 

 Chapter 12 is the overview of the entire Partnership’s previous work and successes, 

showcasing the variety of projects the BBP has worked on, and showcasing partners’ 

work. 

 The glossary is included, with one incomplete definition revised. 

 Appendix A had omissions and incomplete entries were revised. 

 The following sections had the second most significant changes 

o Prioritization of CCMP actions remained consistent, but one priority area was missing 

lead partners, so leads were designated. Partners should review these, though the 

designations are nonbinding. 

o Timeframes and the costs section were revised and simplified. Timeframes were 

adjusted on the side of caution (“short-to-medium” now designated “medium”). Less 

detailed time and cost information ideally makes it easier to read. 

o All actions whose implementation could be impacted by climate change were 

highlighted to denote their vulnerability. 

 Appendix F, summary of outreach and responses to comments, remained unchanged. 

Questions and Discussion 



 Ms. Baldwin asked about the turnaround time for review from partners. Dr. Hales 

clarified that there would be 2 weeks, as no more edits were planned barring significant 

the draft. 

 Ms. Butler reported that the EPA would assess how much time was needed to review the 

CCMP once they looked at the document. While they were aiming for a quicker 

turnaround, slowdowns at headquarters and the regional office, as well as having to 

reshare the document with others, could delay the process. 

 Ms. Baldwin mentioned that the Assistant Commissioner for Water Resource 

Management, Michelle Putnam, retired as of Sept 1st, and her successor, Pat 

Gardner,would need to be briefed on the draft, especially the water supply sections. 

 Dr. Hales stated that the DEP had not been designated as an additional lead on those 

actions. There were a few items of long-term interest still on the document. 

 One of the major things discussed was how to move forward on actions without a lead. 

The annual work plan process involves revisiting those actions with the AC and the 

STAC on a regular basis, to keep them as active collective priorities. 

 Ms. Wenzel asked how long the CCMP was. Dr. Hales said it was 275 pages in total, 

with 175 pages of text and the rest being appendices and tables. The chapters now list all 

their relevant actions at the end. 

 Ms. Wenzel asked about plans for print copies and distribution to the public. Dr. Hales 

said the timeline depended on this upcoming review. The program office did plan a print 

run, but would also produce an electronic copy for the website and a public summary to 

be printed as an 11x17 trifold. There would be enough print full copies for libraries, state 

positions, and partnership members, but still minimizing paper waste. The BBP also has 

planned to produce a short (~ 4-page) public summary document. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding Revision: S. Hales 

MOU Workgroup 

 A meeting for revising the MOU will be held in the fall, depending on the timing of the 

CCMP review. An email requesting volunteers for the workgroup will go out when the 

CCMP was complete. 

 The college has expressed willingness to work with the BBP on flexible funding (i.e. 

activities that require indirect fund or nonfederal funding streams). 

 The MOU, funding documents, and data sharing agreement/policy will all be reviewed by 

the MOU revision workgroup. 

 Ms. Raabe asked whether the MOU included sections pertaining to the management, 

operation, and structure of the committees, along with conflict of interest statements, as 

the CEC and STAC charters did. Dr. Hales replied that he thought it did, and that all the 

documents pertaining to the AC would go through review. 

 

REP/DEP Update: L. Lurig 

 Dr. Hales reported that the three BBP REP contracts had been completed. JCNERR, 

BTMUA, and SBB are still waiting for contracts. 

 Ms. Auermuller asked about BBP’s process with the DEP. Dr. Hales replied that he 

checked in with Russ Rader on a weekly basis, via email or on the phone. 

 Ms. Baldwin-Brown recommended emailing him at russ.rader@dep.nj.gov, as well as 

copying Jay Springer, his supervisor and the section chief overseeing the grants. 

mailto:russ.rader@dep.nj.gov


 

USACE 1125 Barnegat Bay Islands Project Update 
Section 1122 Beneficial Use Pilot Project at Oyster Creek Channel, NJ. For the PN: see 

https://www.nap.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Public-Notices-Reports/. 

 The report for the Barnegat Bay Islands Project is up on the USACE website. Dr. Hales 

and Dr. Vasslides were planning on submitting comments by the end of the month. 

 Dr. Hales encouraged AC members to look at the report and contribute comments as 

well. 

  

Discussion about the NREFNJ (Lighthouse Center, LHC) shoreline project proposal.  
The nationwide permit application for a project at the LHC came after the last AC meeting. A 

draft letter was written, shared for partner comment, revised, and submitted to EPA and NJDEP 

by the BBP. Now the BBP is waiting on a response from the EPA and DEP. 

 Ms. Butler reported a response letter was drafted for Pete Lopez in response to Dr. 

Hales’s letter and the concerns regarding which permit the project falls under. 

 Ms. Spinweber reported that NJDEP (wetlands) had already coordinated with the USACE 

in support of the National Marine Fisheries Service and F&W’s conclusion that an 

individual permit was necessary. 

Questions and Discussion 

 Ms. Wenzel noted that it was hard to comment on the project report due to a lack of 

detailed information, citing previous legal disputes over restoration and construction 

projects in the bay. She stated that Barnegat Bay needed a sediment management plan 

that was coordinated with Living Shoreline projects, in order to prevent conflicts like 

this. 

 Ms. Wenzel also stated that while she wanted to support the NREFNJ project, the lack of 

information made it difficult to do so. She asked why the nationwide permit, which had 

been developed for Living Shorelines projects, didn’t apply to this project. 

 Ms. Spinweber asked Karen Greene for an update on the USACE’s decision process 

regarding the permit. Ms. Greene replied that the official meeting for that would happen 

later that week or next week, but that an individual permit would be likely. 

 Ms. Greene explained that the nationwide 54 permit had specific bounds around size and 

environmental impact, and that the Lighthouse project fell well outside those parameters. 

In addition, the nationwide permit had no public comment component, only review by 

federal agencies. 

 Ms. Auermuller seconded Ms. Wenzel’s request for more information and volunteered to 

help Dr. Hales host a webinar with the consultant on the project. Dr. Hales agreed, stating 

that if the project were to go through the individual permit process, these conversations 

would be in everyone’s interest. 

 Ms. Argenti spoke about a webinar on the nationwide permit that she attended, stating 

that while the permit did include a report, the NJDEP was the only one with arrangements 

for public participation and comment. She asked about the NJDEP’s involvement with 

the permit. 

 Ms. Greene clarified that within the mid-Atlantic region, Virginia and Maryland had 

general permits relating to Living Shoreline installations, with specific information 

around what could or couldn’t be authorized. New Jersey didn’t yet have that information 

https://www.nap.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Public-Notices-Reports/


or guidance to help applicants design their projects toward securing federal authorization, 

but that it could be a useful next step. 

 Dr. Hales mentioned the BBP had considered establishing a wetlands workgroup at the 

beginning of MACWA, and that establishing that workgroup could be useful for 

addressing issues between conflicting construction projects, as well as supporting the 

redevelopment of technical guidance for Living Shorelines and other needs. 

 Ms. Wenzel remarked that beyond ecological issues, there was discomfort around 

weighing in on another partner’s project and potentially affecting its outcome. Dr. Hales 

agreed. 

 Ms. Wenzel agreed with Ms. Auermuller’s idea for the webinar, as a chance for the 

project leads to make their case and for partners to learn about the project and resolve any 

concerns. 

 Ms. Greene reminded everyone that the comments from the federal agencies were 

intended to give the public and experts in the region a chance to weigh in and provide 

advice. This wasn’t denying authorization, but instead stating that the nationwide 54 

wasn’t the appropriate way to go about authorizing the project. She also advised waiting 

to schedule the webinar and discussion until after the USACE made its decision. 

 Ms. Spinweber suggested inviting USACE representatives to AC meetings and asking for 

updates. 

 Ms. Raabe agreed with reconvening the wetlands group. She suggested reengaging the 

USACE as a partner on the AC, as they were already members. She seconded Ms. 

Wenzel’s remarks around discomfort, citing potential conflict of interest due to her 

position as board member of the NREFNJ. 

 Dr. Hales mentioned the deadline for proposals on the 1122 was on October 15th. Since 

the Lighthouse Campus was one of the potential sites, there was an opportunity to seek 

technical and financial support for projects there via the 1122 program. He asked Ms. 

Auermuller if they could discuss this and consider some dates while waiting for the Army 

Corps decision. 

 Ms. Auermuller agreed and asked Ms. Greene whether it would be better to hold the 

meeting before or after the Army Corps decision. Ms. Greene replied it would be better 

after, as the decision would impact whether there would be any public input on the 

project at all. 

 Ms. Auermuller asked for a projected date for the Army Corps decision. Ms. Greene 

replied that there was no official information yet, but would inform people once she 

knew. 

 

STAC Update: S. Yergeau, OC-RCE & J. Vasslides 

Monitoring Plan & SOTB Workgroups 

 Dr. Yergeau reported that it was time to start working on the 2021 State of the Bay 

report. 

 Dr. Yergeau reminded everyone that the next STAC meeting would not be until October 

14, and the DEP would present updated stormwater regulations. Anyone interested could 

request an invitation. 

 Dr. Vasslides said that in October, they would start forming a workgroup to integrate the 

2021 SOTB with the CCMP layout, and then creating the content related to CCMP 

targets. There are some direct indicators that need to be approximated with other metrics. 



 Dr. Vasslides reported that the monitoring plan workgroup had met virtually a few times. 

They reviewed the previous monitoring plan and identified ongoing, completed, and new 

projects. They created and sent out a metadata request form, to be submitted by Oct 2. 

Once the group collects all the forms, the program office will reference them to the 2002 

monitoring plan and reach out to any missing projects. 

 Dr. Vasslides, Ms. Walzer, Ms. Baldwin-Brown, and Mr. Karl were going to meet with 

ESRI about digitizing the monitoring plan and inventory as an interactive story map. This 

would be an interactive living document that could be updated with new data from 

multiyear monitoring projects. 

 Ideally this will be completed over the winter, before the new report comes out. Once the 

digital document is completed, members will be invited to beta test its functions. 

Questions and Discussion 

 Mr. Caruso asked if the ESRI dataset would be consistent with the MARCO data portal, 

and if the Mid-Atlantic Ocean data portal would be a possible repository. Dr. Vasslides 

replied that these would be separate datasets. MARCO is a data-driven portal, while this 

ESRI database would be a metadata inventory. Users could look at the map and see 

who’s collecting data, where they’re collecting, what they’re collecting, and contact 

information to find out more about those projects. 

 Mr. Caruso asked if monitoring data were being sent to the MARCO data portal. Dr. 

Vasslides replied that it was, via the continuous monitoring program. Discrete sampling 

projects went to WQDE. Ms. Baldwin-Brown confirmed. 

 

CEC Update: S. Kondrup, BTMUA, K. Gannon, JCNERR & K. Walzer 

Communication Plan Revision Update 

 Shari Kondrup reported that the CEC has begun revising the Communication Plan. 

Various sections have been divided amongst members, according to CCMP priorities. 

The goal is to finish by the end of December. 

Virtual Outreach 

 Karen Walzer gave examples of partners’ virtual outreach programs. 

 ReClam the Bay ran socially distanced programs at their upwellers, and developed videos 

for their shellfish in the classroom program. 

 The Pinelands Commission is doing a Thursday webinar series on their YouTube 

channel. 

 JCNERR held their Teachers on the Estuary workshop virtually. 

 SBB ran a virtual seining program, as well as the Meet the Author program, a book club 

where members read a book on a Barnegat Bay topic followed by an online meeting with 

the author. 

 BTMUA is doing “virtual evenings at the reservoir” programs. 

 OCSCD is doing webinars about soil health, including a series with the Rutgers 

Cooperative Extension and one with JFY. 

 The Watershed Ambassador program is going forward, and the BBP ambassador will 

arrive in a week and a half.  

Jersey-Friendly Yards Stewardship Certification Program 

 Karen Walzer reported on the Bay Friendly Stewardship Certification, now called the 

Jersey-Friendly Yards Stewardship Certification program. She’ll be assembling a 

technical advisory committee for the new program and inviting members soon. 



 

BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 

1) Wetlands Monitoring and Assessment: M.Maxwell Doyle, E. Pirl & S. Vasquez 

 Ms. Pirl reported the field team’s progress. BBP completed sample collection for the 

RARE grant, to be shipped to Rhode Island for nutrient analysis. 

 Summer SIM monitoring and the four long-term monitoring stations have been finished. 

The field team needs to return in October to read sets, which they were unable to do in 

the spring. 

 Living Shoreline monitoring updates 

o Sedge Island: the BBP is working with the DEP and PDE to implement adaptive 

management strategies and will start RTK surveying at the site. 

o The BBP is working with the Forsythe Wildlife Refuge to conduct rapid assessments 

on the islands in the bay to assess priority areas for possible projects. Ms. Pirl thanked 

the refuge for the work they’d done this season. 

 The BBP is working with the DEP and PDE on workshops. 

o A MACWA workgroup was formed to review the past ten years, results, and speak 

with participants about any gaps and the future for MACWA moving forward. 

o A virtual training workshop will be held on Sept 29 about how to do rapid 

assessments. Email Ms. Pirl for the registration link 

 Ms. Vasquez reported on Paddle for the Edge and the virtual training. The virtual training 

was so successful that it’ll probably be incorporated in the future alongside in-person 

training. Over 130 people took the training, 85 volunteers went out on the bay, surveying 

over 1,150 locations across 21 miles of shoreline. To date, Paddle for the Edge has 

surveyed 6,530 locations with more than 400 volunteers. 

2) Water Quality Monitoring: J. Vasslides & N. Petersen  

 Dr. Vasslides reported that the continuous monitoring systems have been running well 

this summer. The YSIs for the standard suite of parameters have been stable. 

 The coastal acidification setup went well with a transition to a new deployment system 

and addition of a sled from the OCC Makers’ Club to haul gear and get maintenance done 

more easily. 

 The manufacturer of the PCO2 sensor made design changes which enabled longer 

deployments, better precision and accuracy. The high precision pH sensor is still having 

problems and is back at the manufacturer for review. It was improperly closed after the 

first set of repairs and flooded after deployment this season, so the BBP will no longer 

use that device. 

 Data processing going slower, due to COVID and not being able to do post processing in 

the office. Data through early summer may be up on the DEP website. 

 Two new handheld YSI devices were upgraded with digital optical DO models. 

 Ms. Petersen is working on a presentation on the national water monitoring council 

meeting for the spring. 

 Any further questions should go to Ms. Petersen. 

3) Watershed Plan Development: J. Vasslides & C. Pestalozzi 

 Ms. Pestalozzi reported on the visual assessments. The field team has completed 70-80% 

of the assessments for the Toms River watershed and will start on Cedar Creek/Forked 

River/Oyster Creek shortly. 



 Email invitations were sent out for the stakeholder kickoffs on Sept 29 for the Toms 

River and the 30th for Cedar Creek/Forked River/Oyster Creek.  

 Water quality sampling for the watershed management plans will begin next week.  

 Dr. Vasslides asked for kickoff guests to RSVP, as he wanted to collect background 

information which would help facilitate the meeting goals. 

 

Partner Updates 

Lynette Lurig, NJDEP 

 Ms. Lurig reported that half of the current projects have completed contracts and 

apologized for the delays. Ms. Auermuller’s contract with Rutgers is the only one not at 

the end stages, due to preliminary details between Rutgers and the DEP that need 

working out. 

 The remaining contracts are close to completion. Completed contracts require a signature 

from the new Assistant Commissioner, who needs additional briefing. 

 Six of the Living Shorelines projects have completed their contract, only ReClam the Bay 

is still waiting. Ms. Lurig recommended forming a committee together, to coordinate 

with each other and get feedback on their respective projects. 

Barbara Spinweber, EPA 

 Ms. Spinweber reported that the BBP cooperative agreement was awarded.. 

Christine Raabe, OCSCD 

 Ms. Raabe reported on the Regional Conservation Partnership Program from the NRCS. 

NJ has just over $4 million available. Applications for the program are due Nov 4th 

 OCSCD received a grant at the end of July from the National Association of 

Conservation Districts to train a staff member, Kristen Adams, on conservation planning 

with a special focus on aquaculture, to fill a need for aquaculture specialists for Farm Bill 

programs. This is a 3 to 5-year grant. The plans include partnering with the NJ 

Department of Agriculture, Stockton University, and potentially Rutgers and providing 

funds to farmers to implement conservation practices, such as gear recycling and proper 

cleaning of biofouling. New Jersey’s new state conservationist is from Virginia. She 

worked with the VA NRCS aquaculture program, so hopefully OCSCD can tap into her 

expertise. 

 OCSCD is part of the JFY outreach team.  Ms. Raabe thanked Karen Walzer, Steve 

Yergeau, Becky Laboy, and Sue Servidio for their work on the JFY webinar series, which 

hundreds of people have been attending.  

Angela Anderson, Long Beach Township: 

 Ms. Anderson gave an update on the new Long Beach Township marine education field 

station in Holgate. A grand opening is scheduled for the spring, due to COVID. Station 

social media has been active, raising awareness (account name is @LBTfieldstation on 

Instagram and Facebook). 

 LBT recently installed a new weather station there with Dr. John Wnek and Michael 

Filmore from NOAA. A marsh camera was installed for the Clam Cove marsh, where 

osprey platforms will be built. 

 The LBT field station looks forward to working with BBP partners. It has wet lab space, 

salt water piping, meeting rooms, classroom space, and boat access.  

Britta Wenzel, SBB 

 Ms. Wenzel gave an update on two bills. 



o A460/S2098: banning and restricting phosphorus content in detergents. Passed 

through the Senate Environmental Committee and the Senate, now in Consumer 

Affairs on the state assembly. Ms. Wenzel is optimistic about this bill’s passage. 

o S2099: The lawn bill from Senator Holzapfel. Passed through the Senate 

Environmental Committee and assigned to Budget and Appropriations. They’re 

currently busy with the state budget crisis, so the bill might fall to the wayside. 

 A ballot initiative approved in 2019 expanded Ocean County Natural Lands Trust’s use 

of funds to include historical preservation and maintenance. The new open space plan 

more specifically describes the use of funds and will be released this coming Friday with 

a 45-day comment period and 2 public hearings. SBB is concerned about this change. 

Ms. Wenzel asked if the BBP was interested in submitting comments. 

 The Nelly Bennett marsh project was dropped by TNC due to COVID. 

 Bayhead NJ Transit project: SBB is an active co-appellant with the borough against the 

construction, which would fill wetlands and drain a historically contaminated site under 

the train yard into Twilight Lake. The lake currently isn’t covered under Barnegat Bay 

C1 waterways, so SBB is helping Bayhead apply for a lake management plan with funds 

secured from the DEP. 

 Bilmore (?) project in Bricktown:  a 90 ft tall building proposed to be built on the edge of 

the bay. Project had been stopped for a while, but there were rumors of return. 

 Jackson Township development, phase two of Adventure Crossing: This project is within 

the Barnegat Bay watershed and Toms River headwaters. A meeting is scheduled for 

tonight. 

 Student grant program ran this summer, including a water quality study in Toms River of 

12 different sites across 6 towns. The presentations are on SBB’s YouTube channel. 

 Karen Argenti is working with Manchester Township on a series of Rutgers Water 

Program green infrastructure projects and workshops.  

 SBB’s election of officers was held, adding 2 new board members, Carl Anderson from 

Beach Haven, and Ed Viankowsky from Plumsted. 

Amber Mallm, Monmouth Co. Planning Dept 

 Ms. Mallm reported funding for a follow-up to the culture resilience study. Funds will be 

used for further design. 

 Former members of the technical advisory committee for the project will be contacted in 

the new year. 

Elizabeth Butler, EPA 

 Ms. Butler reported that Director Javier Laureano called a meeting with all six region 2 

National Estuary Program directors.  Agenda items included the following: 

o Discussions of how things changed in virtual work, including reevaluating office 

space needs and increasing participation in social engagement, community 

outreach, and events 

o Discussions of what NEPs are doing in response to the global movement around 

systemic racism, with a focus on environmental justice. 

o Ms. Butler compiled notes to share with participants. Dr. Hales indicated he had a 

potential follow-up item with EPA R2. 

 

Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned. 



BBP Advisory Committee Video Conference Meeting Minutes 

July 14, 2020; 9 am–12:15 pm 

 

Welcome and Introduction: K. Greene and S. Hales 

The meeting was called to order at 9:03 and introductions were made. 

 

Review of Draft Agenda & AC minutes of March 10, 2020: K. Greene & S. Hales 

One change made to minutes by Ms. Spinweber regarding a work plan activity (She did not say 

that Trash Free Waters should be removed from the workplan.)  A motion to approve the minutes 

with the edit was called by Mr. Browne, seconded by Dr. Yergeau, and approved unanimously.  

 

Director’s Update: S. Hales 

Desktop Audit 

 Dr. Hales has not received an update; Ms. Spinweber will follow up with R2. 

EPA grants status 

 Dr. Hales mentioned that two NEP grants remained open; the revised grant application 

and workplan had been submitted to EPA. 

 Ms. Spinweber stated that the workplan had been approved and the grant award was 

being processed, and thanked the Program Office for submitting an excellent work plan.  

2020 Program Evaluation 

 Dr. Hales stated that the Program Evaluation package was submitted in late 

February/early March; the PE is moving forward.  EPA HQ and Region 2 held a 

conference call recently; further discussion will be held with the management conference, 

no details are set yet. 

 Ms. Spinweber indicated that the complete review of package was tentatively to conclude 

by summer, with the final letter in September, but a potential onsite event could possibly 

take place next spring. 

COVID-19 

 Dr. Hales said that OCC is partially open for classes that legally require on-hands 

laboratories and training procedures. The campus remains closed aside from construction 

oversight and building maintenance. 

BBP Office Renovation & Relocation: 

 Construction is underway and going well. Most BBP staff are occasionally visiting the 

Russell building as field projects continue. 

 Most BBP field projects have continued through the summer.  Field crew members drive 

themselves to site, use protective gear, and maintain social distancing. Water quality 

monitoring has continued on schedule, aside from minor disruptions to routine equipment 

calibration due to the Russell Building’s power-supply disruptions. 

 VP Kennedy said last Thursday that renovation to the conference center and office is 

moving forward on schedule. He recommended “staggering” office use once the college 

reopens, but indicated that BBP staff can continue to work from home as required and 

with continued coordination and appropriate management through December.   

 NJDEP furloughs have been affecting communication and coordination of REP projects; 

normal schedules are expected to resume in August but it may take longer for DEP to 

make up the backlog of activities.  



 Dr. Hales thanked the staff and offered congratulations to everybody who has managed to 

continue work in the face of the COVID challenges. 

RAE-NEP Grant Development 

 At least six different groups reached out to BBP regarding potential collaborative grant 

proposals, but BBP can only partner with three. 

 RAE has requested letters of intent, due on August 6, as the first step in the application 

process. Dr. Hales suggested putting up a notice on the website with a standardized form 

to submit to a STAC workgroup for evaluation. Proposals to be ranked based on CCMP 

implementation.  

 Discussion ensued. Mr. Browne asked if qualifications would include impact level and 

ease of implementation. Dr. Hales said the proposal requirements included this 

information along with other focused priorities. 

 Ms. Butler mentioned that EPA would have to abstain from this workgroup. 

 Mr. Caruso asked if the implementation would be based on the CCMP draft or the 

currently ratified version. Dr. Hales said the latest CCMP draft should be used and would 

be linked on the web announcement. Dr. Hales said Dr. Vasslides would send an 

announcement to STAC asking for workgroup volunteers. There would be a schedule for 

letter submissions and workgroup review before drafting the list of recommended 

projects. 

 Ms. Greene recommended including CEC representatives on the workgroup. Dr. Hales 

concurred. 

 

CCMP Revision Status Update and CCMP Schedule of Next Steps: S. Hales 

Ongoing revision, formatted document and public brochure production, etc. 

 The BBP Program Office is working on revisions from EPA and DEP, and aims to finish 

corrections and return to EPA by the end of August. This timeline accommodates work 

schedule restrictions around COVID and office schedules. 

 After EPA reviews, the BBP will format the document and produce the final version. 

Communications and existing workflow with the college graphics department have been 

disrupted by OCC layoffs. The BBP is looking for alternatives for production to get this 

completed on time. Production on the public summary brochure is paused until after 

approval of the CCMP. 

 Ms. Butler agreed with the proposed timeline and said that the DEP could offer interim 

approval to get the plan up and running, so long as they were kept up to date with any 

other adjustments. 

 Ms. Spinweber asked if Save Barnegat Bay and the DEP would have time to look over 

the commented draft. Dr. Hales said that they would be able to see, but not edit or review, 

as per previous AC discussions about the CCMP. The CCMP would be shared with 

groups simultaneously. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding Revision: S. Hales 

Workgroup to be set up to review & revise the MOU 

 The latest copy of the MOU was sent out. Dr. Hales requested volunteers for a 

workgroup to consider changes to the document regarding indirect funding, grant writing, 

and other things. Dr. Hales would like at least one member from every management 

committee to participate, as the MOU is signed by committee chairs. Dr. Hales suggested 



that vice chairs, co-chairs, and prospective chairs also get involved. State and EPA reps 

will be involved. An additional announcement/request will be sent to everyone. 

 Ms. Greene and Ms. Butler volunteered. 

 

REP/DEP Update: B. Friedman & L. Lurig (invited) 

 Ms. Lurig stated that many REP contracts were close to completion. COVID-19 and staff 

furloughs have been impeding process. 

 Letters will be sent to grantees spelling out when work can start, even if the grant hasn’t 

been fully completed. Any further questions should be directed to Ms. Lurig. 

 

USACE 1125 Barnegat Bay Islands Project Update: Monica Chasten 

 Ms. Chasten could not be present but relayed an update via Dr. Hales. The Phase 1 

(Barnegat Island) dredge would commence in late August with the Dredge Murden. Plans 

for pre- and post-project monitoring of bathymetry in placement and channel, and 

offshore and inshore wave action. 

 Phase 2 (Island construction) dredging for materials is planned for late fall. Dr. Hales 

suggested sometime in November. Consultation with state and federal agencies to begin 

in late July. Sites 10 and 11 would be investigated for future placement and dredging for 

the Dredge Currituck. 

 Any further questions should be directed toward Ms. Chasten. 

 

STAC Update: S. Yergeau, OC-RCE & J. Vasslides 

1) NJDEP WQ Model Evaluation Group 

 Dr. Yergeau stated that recent discussions have been around how each organization has 

handled research, COVID impacts, and new projects looking at pandemic impacts on bay 

fisheries. At the June meeting, there was a presentation from Grace Saba about ocean and 

coastal acidification and the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network (MACAN). Her 

PowerPoint Presentation is available, but the meeting presentation was not recorded. 

 The NJDEP Model Evaluation Group contract was completed: the MEG team members 

completed their review of the integrated hydrodynamic/water quality model and 

submitted their individual reports.  The BBP completed its final report, which was 

submitted to the NJ Sea Grant Consortium and NJDEP. 

 Discussion ensued. Ms.Wenzel asked if the MEG report was publicly available and if an 

OPRA request from DEP was necessary. Dr. Hales replied that the report was publicly 

funded and delivered to NJ SeaGrant and the NJDEP.  Questions should be directed to 

the NJDEP. 

 Dr. Vasslides congratulated Dr. Yergeau on getting tenure. 

 

2) BBP Seagrass Workshop 

 The March workshop was well attended and successful: the workgroup is currently 

working on a best practices document with workshop participants. Workshop participants 

will be tapped for help with references and the editorial process to be completed in 

fall/early winter. 

 Dr. Yergeau mentioned the Ask a Barnegat Bay Scientist lecture series, including Dr. 

Lacey’s talk on seagrass. 

 



Atlantic Shores Wind Facility Presentation: K. Hershey (invited) 

Karen Hershey and Mike Garrity (Atlantic Shores Project Director). 

About the Project 

 Ms. Hershey began the presentation. Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind (ASOW) is a 

collaboration between EDF Renewables and Shell Energy, formed in 2018. They bought 

a 183-acre lease, which extends from Atlantic City to Barnegat Bay. Predicted output of 

25 megawatts of energy, enough energy for 1 million homes in NY/NJ. 

 Mr. Garrity continued. Lease 0499 is 8-20 miles offshore with buildable area starting at 

10 miles, which was the optimal depth for foundation work. ASOW has five research 

vessels onsite, performing vibracore sampling of seafloor for cabling inshore. The 

ASOW Website has a vessel tracker so the public can follow where a vessel is working. 

Government Regulations 

 Ms. Hershey stated that NJ has very progressive policies toward offshore wind. Governor 

Murphy’s clean energy plan requires 7500 megawatts of production by 2035 and 100% 

clean production by 2050. All state agencies, including public utilities, must meet this 

schedule. 

 The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) handles federal oversight on the 

project. It creates, manages, and auctions off leases to developers, and then must approve 

the developer’s own assessment and construction plan for their lease. 

 Developers secure subsidies, then acquire various federal and other permits and approval 

for offshore construction and cabling. 

Proposed Plan 

 Mr. Garrity shared the map of the lease, outlining construction area. Two proposed 

landfalls for export cables – Atlantic City and Monmouth County. 

o Transmission system and point of interconnection would be at a substation owned 

by local utility company, connected to the main grid.  

o Both cabling paths run 12 miles inland. Route analysis for best options gave paths 

along existing motorways, modified to avoid natural features. 

o Transmission lines will run underground, excavated with horizontal directional 

drilling (HDD) to reduce impact to waterways and wetlands. Atlantic Shores is 

also engaged in surveying and environmental impact studies along these routes. 

 Ms. Hershey stated that these plans would be sent to BOEM in 2021. The third round of 

solicitations open in September, with bids due in December and awards in spring 2021. 

The facility will come online in the mid-2020s.  

Community Outreach 

 Fishery liaison (Kevin Wark of Barnegat Light) acts as point-of-contact between Atlantic 

Shores and fishing community. 

 Last week, Atlantic Shores signed an agreement with Stockton University for a 

community education and outreach facility. Stockton will develop a primary location for 

informational events that will be open to local schools, student groups, and students. 

Benefits of Wind Energy Development 

 NJ has 130 miles of coastline and good climate for wind – an available resource for clean 

carbon-free energy. This and other wind projects will bring job opportunities and 

economic benefits to the state. 

Discussion 



 Ms. Raabe asked about the overlap between EDF and Orsted windfarms at Atlantic City. 

Mr. Garrity said ASOW’s lease ended north of Orsted’s and that there would be a transit 

lane open between them. 

 Ms. Wenzel asked about the electromagnetic field’s potential impact on blue crab 

reproduction. Mr. Garrity said ASOW was running models of field emissions and was 

aware of studies on the crabs and migratory fish pathways. Ms. Wenzel suggested that 

they contact Dr. Jivoff. 

 Mr. Bushnell asked about the vessel tracker. Mr. Garrity gave the company website’s 

URL for the tracker and for the development team’s information. Ms. Hershey mentioned 

the tracker showed data for all vessels in the target area. 

 Mr. Bushnell also asked about communication between Orsted and ASOW. Mr. Garrity 

said that ASOW’s technical team was heavily involved with Orsted. Both had bids for 

leases in December 2018, but Orsted won first approval for construction. ASOW had 

continued developing their bid, intending to secure approval in the next round. 

 Mr. Caruso asked if multiple companies could share transmission lines, to reduce the 

amount of tunneling through sensitive areas. Mr. Garrity said that ASOW was in talks 

with Exelon and JCPNL, but that utility companies had concerns about costs regarding 

cable voltage (230 kV rating) including doubled cables which carry higher voltage and 

also require mitigation. 

 Mr. Wengrowski raised concerns about HDD risks, from fluid discharge and 

destabilizing ground. Mr. Garrity acknowledged the risk of a “frack out”. ASOW’s 

geotechnical team is checking if the soil can safely handle HDD and determine 

alternatives if not. USACE and DEP require an emergency plan for frack-outs. The 

typical plan involves a vacuum truck, containment and evacuation procedures, and 

restoration afterward. 

 Ms. Hershey and Mr. Garrity concluded, requesting that further questions be directed to 

ASOW, and that their technical team could field more detailed questions. 

 

BBP Programs Update: BBP Staff 

1) Wetlands Monitoring and Assessment 

 Ms. Maxwell-Doyle reported that nutrient sampling has been active since before the 4th 

of July. Simulation work will begin once the report is finished. 

 Paddle For The Edge continues, with good turnout. Ms. Vasquez created an online 

training and knowledge test for volunteers to complete before assignations. The program 

will continue to Aug 1st. Ms. Maxwell-Doyle also said the team was grateful to be out in 

the field. 

 Dr. Hales commended Ms. Vasquez’s work and reported another dozen trainings 

occurred this past week, which showed ongoing public interest. There were more online 

trainings than in-person participant trainings during previous years. 

 Ms. Maxwell-Doyle also mentioned staff videos on the Facebook page. 

 

2) Water Quality Monitoring 

 Dr. Vasslides said that the base network has been logging data since the spring. The 

coastal acidification sensor is running reliably since winter updates from the 

manufacturer. The high precision pH sensor is finally back from manufacturer, which has 



held it since last fall. Lastly, deployment was delayed by building repairs but should 

occur next week, with the meter swapped out every two weeks. 

 

3) Watershed Plan Development 

 The initial stakeholder meeting, either fully virtual or in-person outdoor with social 

distancing, will be held in early fall. The BBP will announce and send invitations to 

participants. Potential participants will be surveyed before final decision is made. 

 Water quality sampling will start beginning/mid-August. The field team is busy with 

visual stream assessments. 

o More than 1/3 done within the Toms River watershed (the larger of two planning 

areas). Nonrestricted open-access sites completed, making plans with private 

property sites, then onto Cedar creek (second area). 

o Visuals should be done end of summer/early fall: more details will be shared at 

the next meeting. 

 

CEC Update: S. Kondrup, BTMUA & K. Walzer 

AC vote on CEC recommendations re: 2020 Nominees for Alternate Citizen Representatives to 

Policy Committee. 

Ms. Kondrup said that the CEC had completed its process over several months soliciting 

volunteers to serve as alternates to the Citizen Representative to the Policy Committee.  

After reviewing and meeting with the candidates (Mr. Garamone, Mr. Rosenberg, and 

Ms. Slim), the CEC recommended that all three be approved as Citizen Representative 

Alternates. Informational materials for all candidates had been sent out several weeks in 

advance of the AC meeting.  Ms. Kondrup made a motion that all three candidates be 

approved by the Advisory Committee. Mr. Bushnell seconded the motion. Discussion 

ensued. 

Discussion 

 Ms. Greene asked to clarify the role(s) of the alternates, and why three instead of just 

one, as in the past. Dr. Hales replied that the number of alternates was not limited, and 

that it had been difficult to provide continuity for the Citizen Representative in the past.  

Having several alternates, who would have opportunity to interact with the current 

Citizen Representative, would improve continuity and increase feedback/communication 

throughout the watershed.  Dr. Hales reminded everyone that Mr. Murnyak, the current 

Citizen Representative, had recommended taking on multiple alternates (instead of just 

one) to the Policy Committee a year ago.  Ms. Kondrup said that additional citizen 

representatives for the western and southern parts of the watershed could be helpful. 

 Ms. Greene suggested that it may be time to reevaluate the need for a Citizen Advisory 

Committee.  Ms. Wenzel agreed with reevaluating the need for a CAC.   

 Ms. Walzer clarified the terms of the original CEC charter, which had no numerical limit 

on alternates. These alternates would be encouraged to attend CEC meetings to improve 

its education and outreach efforts. 

 Mr. Bushnell suggested approving the alternates and tasking them with forming the CAC. 

 Ms. Raabe asked why the CEC did not include other citizen members, if its charter 

allowed for additional representatives.  



 Ms. Auermuller (via text) noted that Angela Andersen, Christine Raabe, and Britta 

Wenzel were previous members of the CAC1. 

 Ms. Spinweber asked why the prior CAC had been dissolved.  

 Dr. Hales said that the CAC had lost functionality and disbanded on its own. Dr. Hales 

also clarified that the Citizen Representatives (and alternates) sit on the Policy 

Committee.  Dr. Hales said that additional representatives would improve continuity, 

resilience, and level of engagement with other stakeholders and organizations. 

 Ms. Raabe explained the CAC was developed by John Teidemann (NJ Marine Sciences 

Consortium) in the early 90s, when Terry Fowler (NJDEP) was developing the Barnegat 

Bay Watershed Management Plan. The CAC eventually became The Barnegat Bay 

Watershed Association, a separate 501(c)3 which was part of the original committee 

structure of the estuary program. Its members also participated in the Advisory and other 

committees. She mentioned having some old files which might serve as important 

reference material and offered to work with the CEC and Advisory Committee to explore 

developing a CAC.   

 Ms. Wenzel stated that increased citizen involvement was part of the formal comments 

on the draft CCMP. A CAC structure should be considered by the Advisory Committee. 

 Dr. Hales confirmed that Save Barnegat Bay did recommend reestablishing a citizen 

committee in its comments to the CCMP, and that the CCMP Response to Comments, 

shared with all partners, acknowledged and identified the AC’s further consideration of a 

CAC. He offered to resend the documents. 

 With no further comments, all three candidates were unanimously approved. 

 Dr. Hales asked Ms. Kondrup to lead further consideration of a CAC, and asked for other 

volunteers. Ms. Raabe and Ms. Wenzel volunteered. 

 

Virtual Outreach Efforts 

 Ms. Kondrup said that COVID was impeding normal operations. Digital platforms were 

being operated individually or via partnerships, including collaborating with JFY partners 

to ensure online programming was not overlapping much. The Brick Reservoir was 

closed indefinitely, so the Brick Water Festival was postponed. 

 Ms. Walzer shared BBP’s two webinar series, Ask a Barnegat Bay Scientist and the 

Jersey Friendly Yards series about wildlife-friendly home landscaping. Both programs 

are hosted on their respective websites. 

o Mr. Bushell asked if the sessions were recorded. Ms. Walzer said they were, if the 

BBP had the presenter’s permission; then, the video is uploaded to the site. 

o Virginia Rettig commended Ms. Walzer on the seminars. 

 

Partner Updates 

Britta Wenzel, Save Barnegat Bay 

 Ms. Wenzel spoke about the student summer grant teams. The Toms River students held 

midpoint presentations today, with final presentations scheduled for August. The Sedge 

Island marine conservation zone team had a late start but was continuing work through 

August. 

                                                           
1 Note added in review:  Other members included Tom Fote, Jan Larson, Brick Wenzel, Willie DeCamp, Joe Rizzo, 
Terry O’Leary, John Wnek, Dave McKeon, John Tiedemann, Dave Friedman, and others. 



 Save Barnegat Bay will have its 50th anniversary in 2021. Prior plans were canceled due 

to COVID, but an event is being planned for July 2021. Britta announced work with a 

production company on the film had begun, with the film to be aired in venues next year. 

The production company would be contacting members soon for interviews and 

eventually begin filming. 

Virginia Rettig, USFWS EBFNWR  

 Visitor services is closed, but EBFNWR is still sharing info and news on Facebook. 

Refuge is now selling duck stamps and annual passes for federal lands on Wednesdays 

and Saturdays from 10 am-2 pm, with extended hours possible during the Tuckerton 

Decoy show. 

 Potential projects for marsh restoration and a grant at Berkeley Township are in the 

works, hopefully for this winter. 

o Marsh elevation project:  They plan to place additional sand on the Bayshore to 

build a marsh barrier; they need to get proper permits, etc. 

o Impoundment system: They want to talk with other partners about the impound-

ment system. Maintenance work on the 8-mile wildlife drive and the dyke system 

is needed for long-term resilience. The large easternmost pool has salt inflow to 

kill Phragmites, but now its elevation is low. Their goal is to restore the east pool 

back to normal tidal regime as a high marsh system. Additional management is 

needed for black rails (potential listed species) and saltmarsh sparrow.  

Elizabeth Butler, EPA 

 HQ hosted a meeting with the NEP coordinators to discuss regional management 

priorities 

o Region 2’s priority is environmental justice and we are examining all of our water 

programs to see how we can address these issues. 

o Region 2 is performing an efficiency review on streamlining the NEP grant 

process. Discussions included creating a template for funding recommendations 

and an earlier release of the funding guidance, earlier submittal of applications, 

and increased flexibility with reducing/waiving match requirement to help 

struggling programs.  Partner input is welcome.   

 Dr. Hales and Ms. Butler scheduled a call for after the meeting. 

 

Christine Raabe, OCSCD 

 OCSCD remains involved with Jersey Yards, including the webinar series, and other 

education, outreach, and grant implementation. 

 The OCSCD is working on a technical assistance grant from the National Association of 

Conservation Districts (USDA NRCS funding) for training a staff member on 

aquaculture-related conservation planning in Barnegat Bay. 

 Construction ongoing, staff alternating office time. 

 Orsted project presentation from NREF to go up on site. 

 

Dr. Hales reported that Rutgers and NJ SeaGrant received a grant for a collaboration in 

establishing a shellfish exchange between producers/growers and restoration projects. 

 

Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 11:32 am. 


	AC Mtg Minutes 1.14.2020 DRAFT
	AC July 14 minutes LIN draft revised
	DRAFT AC Mtg Minutes 03.10.2020 distributed
	AC draft minutes 9-8-20 distributed
	AC July 14 minutes distributed DRAFT

